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DEDICATION. 


TO  W.  MARKHAM,  K^Q.  OF  BKCCA  HALL. 

My  bear  Nephew, 

In  dedicating'  these  pages  to  yon  as  tlie 
head  of  our  family,  I  do  not  feel  it  incumbent  upon 
me  to  offer  any  apology  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  drawn  up ;  as  they  have  not  been 
written  with  a  view  to  anything'  beyond  a  ftiithful 
account  of  those  things  to  which  tliey  relate  ;  and, 
since  they  are  only  intended  for  private  distribution 
among"  those  whom  tlie  subject  is  likely  to  interest, 
I  need  hardly  suggest  excuses  for  the  so-called 
weakness  of  a  certain  degree  of  pride  in  being  con- 
scious of  the  advantages  of  good  birth,  and  so 
recording  it. 

Were  it  necessary  to  do  this,  I  might  appeal  to 
some  of  the  most  intelligent  and  al)le  men  of  tliis 
age:  I  might  quote  from  Gibl)on  that  "experience 
has   proved   that   there   is    scarctdy  any  man  of  a 
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tolerable  family  who  does  not  wish  to  know  as  much 
as  he  can  ahout  it;  nor  is  such  an  amhition  either 
foolish  in  itself  or  hurtful  to  society  :"  or  from 
AVatson  Bishop  of  Landaff,  who,  entering-  more 
fully  on  the  sul)ject,  says,  "All  families  being*  of 
equal  antiquity,  and  time  and  cliance  happening  so 
to  all  that  kings  become  1)eggars  and  beggars  become 
kings,  no  solid  reason  I  think  can  l)e  given  Avhy  any 
man  should  derive  honour  or  infamy  from  tlie 
station  his  ancestors  held  in  civil  society  ;  yet  the 
contrary  opinion  is  so  prevalent  that  no  words  need 
be  employed  in  proving  that  it  is  so.  German  and 
Welsh  pedigrees  are  subjects  of  ridicule  to  most 
EnglishuK^n  ;  yet  those  among  us  who  cannot 
inscribe  on  liis  genealogical  tree  the  names  of  a 
peer,  bisho]),  judge,  or  general,  or  any  person  ele- 
vated above  the  rank  of  an  ordinary  citizen,  are  still 
desirous  of  shewing  tliat  they  are  not  sj)rung  from 
the  dregs  of  the  people.  Witliout  entering  into  a 
disquisition  concerning  the  rise  of  the  prejudice,  I 
freely  own  that  I  am  on  tliis  occasion  a  slave  to  it 
myself — I  feel  a  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  my 
ancestors,  as  far  as  I  can  trace  up,  have  neither  been 
hewers  of  wood  or  drawers  of  water,  but  tillers 
of  their  own  ground." 


DEDICATION.  Vn 

I  confess  that  I  entt^r  fully  into  tliese  fetilings, 
with  I  suspect  the  far  greater  portion  of  those  who 
profess  indifference,  and  with  Sir  Egerton  Brydges 
"  look  hack  witli  complaisance  on  historical  an- 
cestors," and  yet  I  trust  without  either  "pride, 
insolence,  or  vanity."  To  he  unconcerned  for  tlie 
past,  and  to  fend  no  interest  in  those  from  whom  we 
draw  our  hJood,  is  a  sort  of  insensihility  ^vhich 
approaclies  to  culpable  ignorance. 

But,  as  I  said  before,  these  pages  require  no 
apology,  and  tlie  less  so  that  I  tliink  some  of  the 
matter,  and  many  of  the  letters,  that  liave  thus  been 
brought  to  light  from  their  hiding-places,  contain  a 
great  deal  of  interest  even  to  the  general  reader, 
and  certainly  to  every  member  of  the  family  who  has 
any  inclination  to  know  the  habits,  the  thoughts, 
and  tlie  deeds  of  his  ancestors. 

D.  1^.  M. 


PREFACE. 


The  history  of  a  family  in  England,  which  during- 
a  long  period  of  her  annals  has  attained  to  a  certain 
degree  of  eminence,  cannot  fail  to  afford  many  very 
interesting  particulars  with  regard  to  the  manners 
and  customs  prevalent  during  the  various  epochs  of 
our  history;  and  if  memhers  of  the  family  have  filled 
any  important  position  in  the  church,  the  state,  or 
the  law,  it  \W11  not  improhahly  tend  to  clear  up,  or 
throw  some  light  upon,  many  of  the  more  douhtful 
portions  of  our  national  history. 

With  these  objeck  in  |ew,  the  lamented  Author 
of  this  work  had,  at  intervals  extending  over  a  period 
of  more  than  twenty  years,  gradually  collected  a 
large  store  of  information  from  original  documents, 
family  papers,  and  other  sources;  and,  with  the  ma- 
terials thus  obtained,  had  completed  a  History  of  tlie 
Markham  Family,  from  a  period  immediately  an- 

h 


X  PREFACE. 

terior  to  the  Norman  conquest,  clown  to  tlie  present 
day :  intending  at  some  future  time  to  have  it  printed 
toi*  ])rivate  circulation  among'  th(^  inembers  of  the 
family. 

That  intention  has  now  been  carried  out,  with  the 
assurance  that  the  following  pages,  containing  the 
fortunes  of  a  family  during  several  centuries,  and 
abounding  in  memoirs,  anecdotes,  and  letters  of 
general  interest,  cannot  fail  to  be  valued  ])y  those 
descendants  who  will  here  find  recorded  the  thoughts 
and  deeds  of  the  forefathers  who  have  preceded  them. 

A  few  words  of  explanation  may  be  necessary  with 
regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  work.  The  first 
chapter  gives  a  history  of  the  family,  then  settled  in 
Nottinghamshire  at  Markham  and  Gotham,  from 
the  earliest  time  of  which  there  is  any  record,  to 
about  the  period  of  tlu^  Restoration,  during  which 
time  it  produced  several  members  of  considerable 
note  in  their  day ;  and  the  chapter  is  interspersed 
with  letters  and  anecdotes  highly  illustrative  of  the 
manners  of  the  times.  The  second  chapter  con- 
tinues the  history  of  the  family  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  and  contains  the  lives  of  the  late  Arch- 
bishop of  York  and  his  descendants.  The  two  last 
chapters  contain  histories  of  collateral  branches  of 
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the  family,  now  extinct.  That  of  Sedgebrook, 
founded  by  Chief  Justice  Sir  John  Markham,  and 
whose  head  received  a  Baronetcy  from  Charles  I., 
became  extinct  in  1779  :  while  that  of  Ollerton  pro- 
duced the  famous  Sir  Griffin  Markham,  whose  life 
will  be  found  in  the  fourth  chapter.  The  Ollerton 
branch  became  extinct  in  1743  :  and  thus  the  de- 
scendants of  the  late  Archbishop  of  York  compose 
the  only  remaining  branch  of  the  family  of  Marlv- 
ham. 

C.  11.  M. 


Xi'i 
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DESCENT  OF  MAIIKIIAMS  OF  MARKHAM,  AFTERAVAKOS  OF  COTILVM. 


Clar.jii  of  Wust  MarUhani 


J.... 


Kdger  lie  Est  Markliuiii.-p.  .  . . 

r — ■ -J 

VuU:  lie  Kst  Markliaiii.^. .  .  . 


I 

Sir.Aloxandcr  de  E.st  Murldiani,  Castulian.;  of  Xottiiigham  Ca5tlu.=p.  .  .. 


Richai-il,  IjOiJ  of  l,oxitit,'ton.=f  MatiKla,  .laii  of  ., 


I I 1 ■ 1 1 — •■ — — 1 1 1 . 

William  tie  Marcliaiu.^Ciic'ilia,  (lau.  Alicia,  iiiari-i._Ml         K.il.ri-t,  Haron       .loliii,  Lord        lUni-j,  nisliop       Sti'i.liuii,        IV'tor,  oIp. 

I  of  Kicliard  do  Kolaiul  do  Silt-         do    Koxiligtoii,        KoeiiLT,  ob.  of  Miicolii.  oli.  s,  p.  a.  p. 

I  I.exiiiijtoM.  toi..  oil   a. p.  s.p. 


Kii  iKud  do  Mai'cliam.=F 


Uioliard  de  MaiTJiaiu,  tciiiii.  Kdu.  l.=j^ .Sir  Uoliurt  do  Mai-cliaui,  of  Marcliaiu.^Sarra,  dan.  and  liuir  of  .lordau  do  Siiittirtc.il.  William,  llisliop  of  Wolla. 

I — : I :: . 


1  I 

.loliii  de  MarcUaiii,  of  l\laioliaia.Y,!oaii,  dan.  and  lieir  of  Coi'ilia,  luarriud  'I'lionia! 


Agnes,  married  William  ilo        llerllia,  married  William 
SirN.  lloltnmaell.  de  lielier^tig,  miles.  Hancta  Crni'o,  miles.  '     ' 


William,  I.I.. 


.  p.  .Sir  Koljert  Mareliain,  of  Mareliain.=plsaliel,  dim.  and  heir  of  fSir  .(olm  C'auntun. 


do  LoiiKvilliers,  mile 
Klizaljeth,  married  William  de  Oaytfurtli.  L'ecniia. 


I -" 

Milicent,  diiu.  of  Sir  N.  de  IJrnndon,  a  relief  of  Sir^pSir  Joliii  Marldiam,  Chief  Jnstiee,o|if  1.   Elizabeth,  dan.  ai.d  heir  of  Sir  John  de  Cresei. 
.lohn  de  ilekeryng.  |  Kst  iMai'khain.  | 


I 1 — '  I r— ' 

iMaixaret,  marr.  Sir      Sir.Iohii  Markhani,  Cliief=p.Marj;.iret,  ilan.ufSirSimon      SirKoheVt.Mai  Uliaiii,=pElizahetli,  dau.  ami  heir  of  Sir  Jo 
linger  I'etvvardyn.        Jnstiee,  of  SedybrooUe.   I  LeeUe,  of  Cotliam.  uf  JlarUham.  | 


.hn  de  lionr.j.m.  Henry.  Adellii,  married  Sir  Uohert  de  Slaidiope. 


Sir  Robert  Markhain,  Knight  of  the=pJoanni^  dau.  and  heir  of  Sir  llylea 
Bath,  of  Markhann.  |  Daubeny,  of  Cothaiu. 


■Jizalu'th,  married  Sir  'I'lios. 
Molynen.\. 


Margaret,  marricid  Sir  II. 
.      Willoiigliby. 


Sir  John  Markham,  of  Cotiiain.=pAliee,  dau.  and  heir  of  Sir 

W.  Skipwitli 


1  I 

Uobi'il,  oh.  s.p.;   married  j^lizabetli,  Catiiarine,  marrit:d  Sir 

ihui,  of  Sir  W.  Meryiig.  II.  Uozome. 


;i   Anna,  dim.  uf  H'w  J.  Strelly.=T=Sir  John  Markham,  of  Cutham.^l.  Anne,  dau.  and  lieir  of  Sir  (f.  Neville.-|-2.   Margery,  dau.  of  Sir  l{.  I.angford. 

I ■ 1 '-— 1  I — ' 1  ' 1 ■ ' ~ 1 

'I'homa.s,  ol-p.\lary,  dau.  and  William,  of  Okeley,  niarr.  I.siibella,  marr.  John,    Mark-=pCattiarine,  dau.  of  Sir  Henry.  Ali<'e,  married  (t.  .Moretoii,  Uobert-pAlieiu,  dan.  of  Sii 

Ollerton.       heir  of  Sir   U.  Elizabelli,  dau.  of  Sir  E.  Sir  J.  llaring-  lu.ni ,  oh.  vita  A.  Bubington.  of  llawtry.  I        J.  de  llerey. 

Urilhn,  Mont.igu,  ton.  p.itns.  | 


(Issue.          2.   Jane,  dan.  of  W.  Bnruell,  of  Wiiikbourne=pRoberl  WarUliam,  of  €otham.=j=l.  Maria,  dau.  uf  Sir  K.  Leeke.  Anne.  Ueoige,  oh.  a.  p.  ;  marr.  Edith,  diiu.  of  Sir  I,.  Keresby. 

Roger,  oil.  I'hilip,  married  ... .   dau.  and  2.  Winifreil,  dau.  of^Sir  Robert  M:arUham,=pl.  Anna,  dan.         Kranei3.=T= dan.  .I.ihn,  ob.  s.  |i.  (iervase,  ob.  s.  p.  marr.  (jertrmle,  married 

s.p.  heir  of  I''.  Savyle,  Esq.  Sir  J.  Thorold.  of  Cotliam.  of  Sir  P.  War-  ofJ.  Level,   '      <  iodfrey,  oli.  s.  p.  Anne,  <lau    of  J.  dels-  Sir  T.  Sadlcir. 

burton.  Esq.  thurpe,  Esip 

I . 1 1 


i  I 

Anne,   marr.  Klizabeth,  married 

feeyl  Cane.  Daniel  Bassano. 


iii.=FAune,  dau.  of  . . 
Issue. 


1 1 ■ 1 ' 1 1  I 

i.  Ale.\ander,  3.  Danyel,  ol=F 1.  John  Mark-=ip 2.  Robert,  ob  Catharine.  Mary,  marr.  John  Markham,  uf  Ollertun 

ub.  s.p.                    riuni,s'te.Ld.     |                     •      hami.                                          s.p.                                                                         Braiieh,  ob.  s.  p. 
■ 1 1  I ■ 1 

.     II. ...1 1...  !■  1   .      _    ■      1      IVI    .„1.1 /-,!-„, 1 T.'i:..   .1    ..1.        .1...        .    «    A\'        W .,.1        ..*    f'..v,r.,,l,        nr.        K'nt..,.,.,,        I.'u,,  l<<nu 


I  I 

William.  I''rances 


,Mathe\v.=pBarbara,  dau.  of  ... 
Issu 


Daniel  Markham,  Colonel=T=Elizabelh,  dau.  uf  W.  Kennel,  of  Cappali,  co.  Kilkenny,  E3(|. 
in  the  Arniiy.  ( 


^ , 1 1 ■ 1    _ 

William  Markham,  Major  in  th«  Army.=pElizabeth,  dau.  uf  (i.  Markham,  esq.  of  Wirksop  Lodge.  Matthew.  Enoeh.Tr 

I -■ ' 1 1 1  r — ■ '      ;       I 

William  .Markham,  Archbishop  ufYork.=pSarah,  dau.  uf  J.  vteorge.  Enueh,  Colowel.  Elizabeth.  Enoch,  ob.  s.p.  rhoinas, 

Guddard,  Esq.  "''"■'■ "^'-  =*■  !'• 


Kliza-^W.  liar-  Alieia.=pKev.     1  len- ^pEvan   4.  Da-     Krede-=f:w]u~2^1in,=FM"ria,     l.AVU^=FElizabeth,       Gwr-      3.  Geurge.^f  bUiza-        5.  Ku-=f  h'ranees,     Ceeilia.=pKev.  Usbornc,-rl.  Mary,-T-2.  Mar 

I    ,_.!.  .....  ■■     lA  ■      ..  T  ..  ..  ...  '  .  ..  ..        •  .  ,.    ,.'  .  I.  .  ^  1        .1.  .  .  ...  !■  U         II  \l      l>        (.„•  .h.l.        ,,f  fill,     llll 


nett 
Esq. 


H.E.    rietta 
Mill 


Law,  vid,  ri 

of        ub.  s.p. 

Hor- 

sted, 

Esq. 


liani,    Viee- 
Earl     Admi. 
of  ral. 

Mans- 
tield.      • 


dau.  of  liam 

(j.  Rice  Mark- 

andUa-  ham, 

roness  of 

Dyne-  Becca. 


dau.  of  0.  gina.      Dean  of 

Bowles,  Anne.      York. 

Esq.  of 

North 

Aston. 


beth,  bert, 

dau.  Areh- 

uf  Sir  ika- 

R.Sut-  eon  of 

ton.  Vork. 


ilau.  of 
Sir  (t. 
Cliftui 


K.  1'.         M.I',  for 
tioode-      Calne 
nougli. 


dan.  uf 
'I'honias 
Mar- 
quess uf 
liacli. 


tlia,dau. 
of  W.ll. 
Jervis, 
Eaij. 
0»pt. 


A  Sliield  of  such  Coats  as  Maikhams  of  Cotham  may  rightly  bear. 


1.  Mabkhabi. 

2.  LliXINliTON. 

3.  ISOTllUJISKLl.. 

4.  CllKSSI. 

T).    ItOUKUON. 

<i.  1!kki:uinu. 

7.    LOWDIIAM. 

H.  Daiii!i;ni-.v. 
'.).  Lekkc. 
10.  TowEiis. 


1 1.  Staveley. 

12.  i'ALUOT. 

13.  Ne\  ii.le. 
11.  Lewis. 

i."^!.  somiuset. 

I(i.    llul.LAND. 
17.   AVOOUSTOCK. 

H.  Wake. 

I'J.    llblOIKVII.I.E. 


CHAPTER  J. 

LINE  OK  MARKIIAMS  OP  MARKHAM,  APTERAVARDS  OP 
GOTHAM. 


West  and  East  JMarkiiam  are  tAvo 
parishes  contifyuous  to  each  otlier,  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham,  and  southern 
division  of  tlie~'hundred  of  Bassetlavv; 
which  gave  tlieir  name  to  tlie  family 
of  IMarkham,  wliere  they  had  been  seated 
from  time  immemorial,  and  were,  says 
Camden  in  liis  Britannia,  "very  iiunous 
lieretofore  both  for  antiquity  and  valor." 
The  liimily  of  i\farkham  traces  its  ori- 
gin to  a  date  anterioi  to  the  Nornuin  Conquest;  and,  though 
we  cannot  penetrate  into  tlie  remote  period  beyond  the  time  of 
I'Alwurd  the  Confessor,  yet  subseijuently  to  that  reign  the  line 
is  imbroken.  After  the  Norman  Conquest,  almost  the  whole  of 
ICngland  was  parcelled  out  among  the  adventurers  who  followed 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  West  Markham  became  the  fee  of 
lloger  de  Busli,  a  chiellain  in  high  estimation  Avith  ^Villiam, 
who,  in  addition  to  this,  conferred  upon  him  no  less  than  thirty- 
nine  manors  in  the  county  of  Nottingham.  Under  this  Roo-er, 
the  manor  of  AVest  Markham  was  held  by  Claron,  seated  there 
before  the  time  of  the  Norman  Invasion,  whose  successors  as- 
sumed the  nameof  the  place  of  their  residence,  after  the  manner 
of  their  conquerors,  and  were  styled  "de  Alarcham,"  the  ancient 
mode  of  spelling  the  name. 

C'laron,  then,  is  the  first  person  who  can  be  fixed  upon  as  the 
origin  of  the  Markham  stock,     lie  was  succeedeil  in  the  family 
I    '  B 
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possessions  by  liis  son  IIogkr,  who  not  only  possessed  tluit 
wliicli  descended  to  liim,  but  also  held  a  manor  in  East  IMark- 
ham;  and  in  the  reign  oC  the  first  Henry,  we  lind  that  Fui.c 
liis  son  had  succeeded  to  the  paternal  inheritance.  There  is  no 
record  of  these  two  men  besides  what  is  known  of  the  lands 
they  enjoyed;  and  certainly  in  those  early  days  after  tht;  su])ju- 
gation  of  the  country,  few  or  none  of  the  Saxons  were  trusted 
by  their  suspicious  conquerors  with  any  high  place  of"  trust, 
and  consecpiently  both  inclination  and  policy  woidd  suggest 
to  them  to  be  contented  Avith  living  unnoticed  in  obscurity. 
Fulc,  however,  seems  not  tu  have  been  unmindful  of  what  was 
due  to  religion  (as  it  was  esteemed  in  tliose  days),  for  it  is  said 
that  he  "  gave  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Mary  of  Blithe,  and  tlie 
monks  there,,  a  toft  and  croft,  and  six  selions  of  land  in  M^t 
Marcham." 

Sir  Alexandkr  de  IMarcuiam,  Lord  of  ]\h\rcham,  his  son, 
Avas  born  abo\it  the  year  1130  A.D.  and  is  the  lirst  man  of  note 
of  the  family,  having  distinguished  himself  in  the  turbulent 
wars  of  Stephen's  reign.  He  seems  to  liavc  been  in  high  credit 
with  Henry  H.,  and  among  other  places  of  trust  was  appointed 
castellan  or  constable  of  Nottingham  C'astle;  one  of  the  most 
important  strongholds  in  the  kingdom,  built  at  great  labour 
and  e.Nj)(M)si»  by  \\'^illiam  I'everel,  a  natural  son  of  the  Con- 
<]ueror,  who  is  said  ti)  have  entrusted  the  ct)mnnnid  of  it  to  Sir 
Aluretl  de  (Mitton,  and  afterwnrds  to  his  sou  Sir  ]-vobert.  Who 
were  the  intermediate  castellans  J  do  not  find;  but  Sir  Alex- 
ander held  it  through  the  reign  of  Kichard  1.  and  into  that  of 
John.* 

Tn  the  sixth  epistle  of  Francis  Markham's  "  Book  of  Honour," 
he  compares  theofliee  of  castellan  to  that  of  viscount,  and  states 
that  in  France  they  Avere  as  much  esteemed.  The  office  ob- 
tained from  the  King  "letters  patent  of  great  trust  and  hdelitie, 
as  may  be  seen  by  divers  precedents  at  this  time  extant:  and 
for  mine  OAvne  parte,  T  myselfe  have  scene  one  granted  to  an 

*  "In  Markliain  churclijard  l)e  many  tonilistoncs  cut  a  1' untiiiue,  cross-leggoii, 
with  sliielils  and  otlier  ornaiiionts."  Ex  coll.  F.  Markluuu.  'riioso  luive  long 
since  disappeared. 
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ancestor  of  inine  owne,  by  the  name  and  style  of  Sir  Alex- 
ander Markliain,  knight,  castelhvn  of  Nottingham  Castle;  the 
tenoiir  or  purport  of  which  coiuniissioii  or  grant  was  in  elfect 
and  substance  almost  the  very  same  which  at  this  day  is  graiited 
to  the  lords  lieutenant  of  the  several  counties  of  Knghmd:"  and 
this  agrees  with  the  description  of  the  oliice  as  laid  down  by 
Mr.  TTartshorne  in  his  account  of  llockingham  Castle,  wherein 
he  shows  that,  "  during  the  absence  of  the  King,  constables 
(comites  stabuli)  Avere  appointed  to  the  custody  of  the  royal 
castles.  They  usually  possessed  the  grant  for  three  years, 
sometimes  for  life,  but  chieily  during  the  King's  pleasure,  '  cum 
pertinentibus  habendum  quamdiu  llegi  placuerit.'  The  duties 
of  the  ofRce  consisted  in  seeing  that  the  royal  grants  in  his 
district  were  not  abused,  such  as  the  transfer  of  mills,  and  of 
land;  in  assisting  at  the  execution  of  traitors;  in  keeping  state 
prisoners  in  safe  custody;  in  paying  the  garrisoned  soldiers;  in 
observing  the  legal  provisions  concerning  such  as  came  to 
tournaments;  In  defending  tlie  possessions  of  the  Church.  The 
privilege  of  holding  a  castle  as  its  constable  was  considered 
so  honourable,  that  it  was  only  conlided  to  men  of  high  military 
renown,  or  of  ascertained  courage  and  attachment  to  the 
crown."  The  castle  of  Nottingham  was  one  of  the  principal 
militaiv  posts  in  the  kingdom;  we  have  therefore  every  reason 
to  concUule  (hat  Sir  Alexander  Avas  not  the  least  among  the 
Avarlike  chiefs  of  that  Avarlike  a<i;e,  and  that  he  liad  done  "food 
service  to  the  crown.  Whom  he  marrii'd  is  not  known,  and 
the  time  of  his  death  is  uncertain,  but  he  left  one  son,  Avho 
succeeded  him. 

William  de  Maijciiaim  of  Marcham  and  Tuxford  iidierited 
his  flithor's  estates,  but  not  his  high  ollicc,  and  all  that  Ave 
knoAV  of  him  is  that  he  greatly  increased  his  paternal  inhe- 
ritance by  an  alliance  Avith  the  flimily  of  Lexington,  several 
members  of  Avhich  Avere  high  in  the  esteem  of  Ileiuy  III. 
Richard  de  Lexington  and  his  wife  IMatllda  de  Cauz  had  three 
sons  and  tAvo  daughters.  Alice,  the  elder  daughter,  Avas  married 
to  Sir  Roland  de  Sutton,  Avhich  flimilv  in  after  years,  l)y  right 
of  his  Avil'e,  obtained  the  title  of  Baron   Lexingtoii.     (^eoilia, 

r2 


4  HISTORY  OF  THE  MAUKIIAM  FAIMILV. 

the  younger,  was  maiTlod  to  William  tie  JMarchatu,  and  witli  Iilt 
sister  inherited  the  large  ])Ossesslons  of  the  Lexingtons, — all 
the  three  brothers,  John*  keeper  of  the  signet  to  lleniy  111., 
Kobert  Lord  of  Lexington,  and  Jlenry  lUshop  of  Lincoln, 
dying  Avithout  issue.  'I'he  lands  that  eaino  to  the  Markhanis  by 
Cecilia  went  away  with  the  heirs  general  of  Kobert  Abirkhanr 
17  Edw.  L,  only  ]\Iarkhani  was  entailed  on  the  heirs  male. 
Williamf  died  about  the  year  1267,  and  was  succeedetl  by 
his  son. 

IhcilAi^u  1>E  MAliCHAM,  X  living  in  the  time  of  Henry  Til., 
shared  with  the  family  of  Roland  de  Sutton,  in  right  of  his 
mother,  all  the  vast  possessions  of  the  Lexington  fimiily  ;  they 
being  found  the  next  heirs  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  who  out- 
lived his  brothers.  Iiichard  dc  Marcham  thus,  besides  other 
lands,  held  of  the  King  in  capite  half  a  knight's  fee  and  the 
culture  (or  wong)  and  wood  in  Knesalc,  also  in  Stratham  three 
cultures  of  John  de  b]yville.  Whom  Richard  married  Ave  have 
not  discovered,  but  he  left  three  sons,  Robert  who  succeeded 
him,  Richard,  and  William. 

Sm  Robert  de  Marcham,  the  eldest  son  of  Richard,  appears 
to  have  had  no  sons,  but  three  daughters:  Cicely,  married 
lirst''to  Sir  John  Bekering,  and  had  a  son  Thomas,  Avhose 
grandson  had  to  Avitc  the  daughter  and  ocdieir  of  Sir  John  de 
Lowilham,  whose  sister  Abirgaret  married  Thomas  Foljambe. 
Sir  Thomas  Bekering  had  a  daughter  IVIilicent,  Avho  married 
secondly  Sir  John  Markham,  the  elder  judge,  as  Avill  be  here- 
after noted.  Beiitha,  the  Avife  of  AVilliam  de  Longvilliers; 
and  Agnes,  married  to  William  de  Sancta  Cruce. 

The  Avife  of  Sir  Robert  de  ]\bxrcham  Avas  Sarah,  daughter  an<l 

*  Lord  Keeper  1238,  again  l'2-t2,  again  1247,  and  a  fourth  time  12-18,  governor 
of  the  castles  of  Poo  and  IJolaover  in  Derbyshire,  and  of  Oxford,  13  Hen.  11  [. 

f  William  do  Miirchani  held  u  knight's  fee  in  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.  in  the 
honour  of  Tieliiiill. 

J  "The  partition  oftlie  Lexington  lands  was  made  43  Hen.  HI.  hy  fine  between 
William  Sutton,  son  of  Roland  (of  wlioni  Lord  Dudley  deseends),  and  Rieliard 
Mareham,  son  of  William."  Thoroton,  p.  380.  Riehard  de  Marcham  granted  the 
monks  of  St.  Mary  at  Blith  20s.  per  annum  for  the  moii'ty  of  the  mill  at  Murihild 
bridge;  whieh  tlie  said  prior  and  monks  granted  to  him  and  his  heiiS, 
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colioir  of  Jordan  do  Snitterton,  in  tlic  county  ol'  Derl^y,  Sir 
liobert  seems  to  have  been  a  man  o("  no  small  account,  it' we 
may  believe  tlie  accurate  Historian  of  Nottingbanisliire,  wIkj 
says  "  Kobert  de  j\Iarcliam  Avas  a  great  man,  and  had  an 
esquire  named  liobert  de  Fowick,  2  E.  1."  He  left  to  his 
daughters,  besides  the  lands  mentioned  above,  at  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  the  17th  year  of  the  reign  of  Ivhvard  I., 
a  capital  mcssutige  in  Afarnham,  and  a  caj)ital  nn-ssuage  in 
WV'st  JMarkham,  seven  acres  of  arable  land  in  demesne,  twenty 
(jf  meadow,  and  a  watermill,  p:iying  the  prior  of  Monk-l'iretoa 
Sd.  per  annum,  and  the  nuns  of  Wallin-Wellcs  Gil  Sir  Robert 
dying  without  issue  male,  the  entailed  property,  that  is,  all  lie 
inherited  on  his  father's  side,  descended  to  his  next  brother. 

lilCllAUl)  UK  ftlAitCllAM  does  not  appear  to  have  made  the 
same  figure  as  his  brother,  and  in  all  probability  lived  a  retired 
life,  being  considerably  advanced  in  life  before  he  succeeded  to 
his  fortune.  At  his  demise  the  property  descended  to  his  son 
Sir  John  Markhani,  for  about  this  time  the  name  begins  to  be 
spelt  after  this  fashion. 

William  de  J\lARcnAM,  the  third  son  of  Richard  and 
Cecilia  de  Lexington,  was  an  ecclesiastic,  and  a  very  eminent 
man  in  his  day.  In  the  year  1290,  he  was  raised  to  the  olHce 
of  Lord  'rrcasurer  by  Edward  !.,  in  which  po^t  he  continued 
till  1295.  In  the  mean  time  he  was  nominated  to  the  see  of 
Wells,  being  elected  on  the  I'riday  after  the  feast  of  the  Con- 
version of  St.  Paul,  and  consecrated  on  \Vliitsunday  1293.* 
The  bishop  was  so  highly  esteemed  by  all  ranks  of"  people 
for  his  piety  and  power  of  working  miracles,  that  after  his 
death  he  was  selected  by  Pope  Boniface  VI II.  as  worthy  to  be 
enrolled  in  the  Calendar  of  Saints.  This  sanctified  station 
however  he  was  doomed  never  to  attain,  and  Polydore  A'^irgil 
assio-ns  the  followino;  reason.  "  When  the  King's  treasury  was 
empty,  he  advised  his  royal  master  to  take  all  the  treasures 
from  monasteries  and  churches,  and  ))ay  the  soldiers  ^vith  it^ 
for  there  was  great  war."       And  true  enough  it  is,  that  in  the 

*  Sfo  Api.uiulix  (A). 
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twenty-second  year  ofliis  reign,  Edvviird  granted  a  comniisbion, 
appointing  tlie  bishop  with  the  lords  of  the  li^xcheqiier  to 
receive  lines  to  his  use,  from  all  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots, 
priors,  and  other  ecclesiastical  persons,  ladies,  widows,  and 
other  women,  in  lieu  of  military  service  in  the  expedition  that 
was  then  destined  for  Gascony.  Whether  this  scheme  arose 
from  the  bishop's  advice,  or  whether  he  was  made  to  Hither 
the  unpopular  exaction,  seems  very  doubtful  ;  but  at  all  events 
his  conduct  was  so  condemned  at  Itome,  that  his  name  never 
occupied  the  Calendar. 

lie  died  in  the  year  1302,  and  his  tomb  was  to  be  seen  not 
long  ago  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Wells,  with  the  following 
inscription— 

"  Hie  jacet  Gulielmus  de  Marcham,  hujus  quondam  ecclesiie 
episcopus,  et  Angliai  sub  Eduardo  Primo  liege  tresaurarius,  qui 
obiit  anno  domini  1302,  cum  sedisset  annos  decern." 

Sill  John  Mahkham,  Lord  of  East  JNlarkham,  was  livin<r  in 
the  reigns  of  the  first  three  Edwards.  He  was  an  eminent 
lawyer,  and  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  King's  Sergeant. 

He  married  Joan,  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Nicholas 
Bottumsell  or  Bothomsell,  and  her  coat  is  impaled  with  JMurk- 
ham  in  Markham,  Cotham,  and  JMaplebeck.  By  her  he  had 
three  sons:  William,  who  succeeded  him,  but  died  childlo^-s; 
Ivobert,  of  whom  hereafter;  and  Nigel,  who  was  the  tenant  (,tf 
William  of  Lyneham,  of  a  manor  in  Markham  9  Edw.  1. 
By  his  second  wife  Sir  John  had  two  daughters,  Elizabeth, 
who  was  12,  and  Cecilia,  who  was  10  years  of  age,  at  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1329.  He  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of 
the  church  of  East  Retlbrd.* 

Sill  IvOBEitT  MAKcnAiM  Succeeded  his  brother  William, 
who  died  childless,  and,  iblh^wing  the  same  profession  as  his 
father,  became  also  King's  Serjeant.     He  married  Isabel,  the 

*  Johannes  de  Markham  senior,  sepultus  in  cemeterio  ecclesiiu  de  East  Uetfonl 
23  Edw.  III.  His  legatees  were,  his  daughter  Ceeilia,  William  de  Gaylorthi 
who  married  his  daughter  lOlizabeth,  and  their  son  Joseph,  and  William  <lo 
Markham,  leaving  all  his  goods  to  liis  son,  and  making  liini  his  heir.    Dudsworth 

MSS.      .SeeA|.|H'udix([5). 


THE  MARKIIAISia   OF    MAliKIIAM.  7 

daughter  and  lieir  of*  Sir  Jolm  de  Cuuuton,  of"  Ciiunton,  and 
by  licr  had  issue  one  son. 

Siu  John  MAitKirAM,  following  in  the  steps  of  his  fathe)- 
and  grandfather,  applied  liiniself  to  the  study  of  the  law, 
in  which  he  was  eminently  successful.  In  Kichard  the  Second's 
time  he  had  become  serjeant-atdaw,  antl  was  entrusted  to  draw 
up  the  instrument  for  deposing  that  monarch ;  moreover  he 
was  aj^pointed  one  of  the  commission  to  receive  the  crown 
which  the  unfortunate  llichard  resigned  in  fiivour  of  his  rival 
Henry  of  Bolingbroke.  A  curious  speech  nuide  upon  this  occa- 
sion to  the  King  by  Sir  William  Tliirnyng,  the  Chief  Justice, 
will  not  be  witho\it  interest. 
'*  Tlie  wordes  whych    William    Thii-nyng  spake   to   ]\Ionsire 

llichard  late  hynge  of  iuiglande,  at  the   Tower  of  London, 

in  his  cluanbei",  on  Wednesday  night  next  after  the  feast  of 

St.  Alichael  tlie  Archangel,  were  as  follows. 

"  '  Sire, — Jt  is  well  knowen  to  30W  that  ther  was  a  parlement 
somoned  of  all  the  states  of  the  lleaume  for  to  be  at  West- 
niynstre,  and  to  begin  on  the  Tuesday  in  y®  moru  of  y''  Fest 
of  St.  Michel  y''  Arch  Angel,  that  was  3esterday;  by  cause  of 
y''  which  somons  all  the  states  of  this  land  were  there  gadyrd, 
the  Avhych  states  hole  made  the  same  persones  that  ben  conien 
here  to  yowv.  nowe,  her  procurators,  and  gaven  hem  full  autorite 
and  })owcr,  and  charged  hem  foi"  to  saye  y*^  wordes  that  we 
shall  saye  to  3owe  in  her  name,  and  on  her  behalfe;  that  is  to 
wytten,  the  Lishop  of  Asa  for  h]r-Bishoppes  and  Bishoppes; 
the  Abl)ot  of  Glastenbury  for  Abbots  and  Tiiors,  and  alle  other 
men  of  holie  chirche,  seculei'S  and  revvelers;  the  Krle  of  Glo- 
cestre  for  Dukes  and  Erles;  the  Lord  Berkely  for  Barons  and 
Bannerettes;  Sir  Thomas  Erpyngham  for  alle  the  Bachelers 
and  Comons  be  Sothe;  Sir  Thomas  Grey  for  alle  the  Bachelers 
and  Comons  be  Norfhe;  and  my  Fclawe  Johan  ]\Iarkham  and 
me  for  to  come  with  hem  for  tdl  thes  states.  And  so,  Sire, 
thes  Avordes  and  the  doying  that  we  shall  saye  to  3owe,  is  not 
onlich  our  wordes,  but  the  doying  of  all  the  states  of  this  londe, 
and  our  charge  in  her  name.  And  he  answered  and  sayde  that 
he  wyste  wele  that  we  wolde  noghte  saye  but  as  wc  wi-re 
chargyd. 
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" '  Syre,  30  renicnibxe  30we  welc,  tluit  on  JMoiieday  in  tlie  Fc-t 
of  St.  ]\Iicliel  tlie  Avcli  Angel,  ryg'lit  here  in  tliys  eluimbre, 
and  in  wliat  pretiencc,  30  renounced  and  cessed  ot"  the  state  oi 
Jcynge  and  lordsliippe,  and  of  alh;  the  dignite  and  wyrschippe 
that  longed  tlierto,  and  asr^oiled  alle  30wr  leigcs  of  hci'  leigaure 
and  obeisance  that  longed  to  30we,  nppe  the  fuarme  tliat  is 
contened  in  the  same  renunciation  and  cession,  which  3e  redde 
50ur  selle  by  30wr  owne  writinge. 

'"Upon  whiche  30  made  and  ordained  ^oiw  procurators  the 
Ju-]>yschoppe  of  York  and  the  J>yschop[)e  of  llereforde,  for  to 
notifye  and  declare  in  30\ve  name  this  renunciation  and  cession 
at  Westmynstrc  to  all  the  states,  and  all  the  people  that  was 
ther  gadyrd,  by  cause  of  the  somons  aforesaid,  the  wh3'ch  thus 
don  3estcrday  by  tlies  Lordes  3 our  procurators,  and  wele  hcrde 
and  understanden,  thes  renunciation  and  cession  were  plenelich 
and  I'relich  accepted,  and  fullich  agreed  by  alle  the  states  and 
people  albresayde;  and  over  this,  Syre,  at  the  instance  of  all 
thes  states  and  people  ther  were  certaine  ai'ticlcs  of  defautcs  in 
30ur  governance  3edde  ther,  and  tlio  wele  herde  ami  ])lenelich 
understanden  to  all  the  states  aforesayde,  hem  thoght  hem  so 
treue,  and  so  notarie  and  knowen,  that  by  the  causes  and  no 
othir,  as  ther  saide,  and  havynge  consideration  to  30iu'  owne 
wordesin  zour  owne  renunciati(^ii  and  cession,  that  3e  were  not 
Avorthie,  no  sullicient,  ne  able  to  goNcrnt?  lor  3our  owne 
demerits,  as  it  is  more  plenelich  couteyned  tlierin,  hem  thoght 
that  was  reasonable  and  cause  for  to  depose  30Ave,  and  her 
commissaries  that  her  made  and  ordeyned  as  it  is  of  record, 
ther  declared  and  decreed  and  adjudged  30we  for  to  be  deposed, 
and  pryved  30weof  the  estate  of  kynge,  and  of  the  lordeshippe 
contened  in  the  renunciation  and  cession  aforesayde,  and  of  alle 
tlie  dignite  and  wyrschyppe  and  alle  the  administration  that 
longed  therto.  And  we,  procurators  of  all  these  states  and 
people  aforesayde,  as  we  be  charged  by  liem,  and  by  her  autorite 
gyllen  us,  and  in  her  name  3elde  3 owe  uppe  for  all  the  states 
and  people  aforesayde,  homage  leige,  and  leaute,  and  alle 
legiance,  and  alle  other  bondes,  charges,  and  services  that  long 
thevto,  and  that  none  of  alle  thes  states  and  people  fro  thys 
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tymc  forward  ne  bcre  30we  feytli,  ne  Jo  30WC  obesancc  as  to 
kyiige.' 

"  And  lie  answered  and  seycd,  that  lie  lokyd  not  therafter, 
but  he  scyd  that  after  all  thys  he  hoped  that  hys  cozyn  wolde 
be  glide  lordc  to  hym."* 

In  process  of  time,  Sir  John  Markham  became  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas;  according  to  Lord  Campbell,  he 
filled  that  ollice  from  the  year  1396  to  1406,  but  it  is  else- 
where stated  that  he  did  not  resign  till  1408,  the  year  before 
his  death. 

Tlie  interesting  anecdote  of  Prince  Henry,  the  son  of  Henry 
JV.  having  insidted  the  Cliief  Justice  while  on  the  bench,  and 
been  committed  to  prison  tor  it,  lias  popularly  been  applied  to 
Sir  W.  Gascoigne;  thougli  the  credit  has  also  been  claimed  for 
others,  and  the  circumstance  would  not  have  been  noticeil 
here,  had  it  not  been  prominently  brought  forward  by  Lord 
Campbell  in  his  IJves  of  the  Cliief  Justices.  After  alluding  to 
several  whose  friends  have  imagined  them  to  be  the  persons,  he 
easily  disposes  of  Chief  Justices  J  lankford  and  Ilody ;  and  then 
goes  on  to  say  "the  same  impossibility  does  not  stand  in  the 
way  of  a  claim  set  up  for  Sir  John  Markham  by  his  de- 
scendants, on  the  strength  of  some  supposed  lamily  papers 
which  hiive  not  been  communicated  to  the  public.  He  was  a 
chief  justice  from  the  twentieth  of  Uichard  11.  to  the  ninth  of 
Henry  iV. ;  but  then  he  Avas  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
and,  althouuh  the  commitment  is  sometimes  said  to  have  been 
to  the  Fleet  (the  prison  of  that  court),  it  is  quite  clear  tliat  no 
arraignment  of  liardolph,  or  any  other  associate  of  the  Prince, 
could  have  taken  place  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which 
has  cognizance  only  of  civil  actions."  Lord  Campbell  then 
proceeds,  "  1  think  1  am  entitled  to  a  verdict  in  favour  of  juy 
client,    Sir  W".  Cascoigne." 

The  evidence,  such  -as  it  is,  does  probably  preponderate  in 
favour  of  Sir  W.  Gascoigne,  though  all  that  is  really  given  is 
on  the  authority  of  Sir  John  Whidden,  a  puisne  judge  hi  the 
time  of  Elizabeth,  who  cites   the  case  as  taking   ]»lace  before 

*   Howell.     Tlioiuasde  Wulsingliani.      See  Apiieiuli.x  (C). 
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Chief  Justice  Gascoigne ;  for  no  reliance  can  Lc  placed  on  Shake- 
speare, who  makes  so  interesting  a  scene  of  the  circumstance 
in  the  second  part  of  Henry  IV;  or  on  Sir  Thomas  Elyott, 
beyond  their  belief  of  the  fact,  for  neither  one  nor  the  other 
so  much  as  mention  the  name  of  the  Chief  Justice  in  question, 
which  is  the  point  at  issue. 

Now  in  opposition  to  the  case  as  cited  by  Sir  John  AVliiddcn, 
wherein  Gascoigne  is  said  to  have  committed  the  Prince  to 
prison,  1  will  adduce  the  evidence  of  the  "  supposed  family 
papers."  They  consist  of  memoranda*  written  by  Francis 
Markham,  a  lawyer  and  author,  a  soldier  too,  and  an  accomp- 
lished scholar,  who  was  a  contemporary  of  Sir  John  Whidden 
and  Shakespeare  (whose  play  of  Henry  IV.  he  must  oi'ten  have 
witnessed  acted,  without  ever  dreaming  that  he  had  other  than 
his  own  ancestor  in  his  eye,  when  the  chief  justice  was  person- 
ated), bearing  upon  them  however  evldcmt  stamps  that  they 
were  never  intended  for  the  "  public,"  Init  certainly  claiming 
Sir  John  Markhaui  as  the  judge  who  committed  the  jovial 
Prince  to  the  Fleet.  The  memoraiulum  runs  thus:  ^' In  11. 
the  IV.'s  time  Sir  John  Markham  was  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
Common  Pleas,  when  a  servant  of  y"  Priuce  of  \Vales,  for 
coynhuj  of  money,  was  in  Newgate  to  be  judged  before  him:  y^ 
Prince  v^cudeing  to  hav(>  him  reUnisod,  y"  tludgc  rel'iisod,  y"^^ 
Priuce  with  an  unrulie  route  came  and  ro(piIrcd  it,  y*^  Judge 
refused,  y"  Prince  stroke  y"  Judge  on  the  llice,  the  Judge  cuin- 
mitted  y''  Prince  to  y*^  Fleet:  y"  King  being  told  It,  thanked 
God  he  had  so  good  a  Judge,  and  so  obedient  a  sonne  to  yield 
y®  lawe." 

Now,  considering  the  position  that  Francis  ]\Iarkham  held 
both  in  learned  and  literary  society,  as  a  scholar  and  a  Uiwyer, 
he  was  as  likely  to  be  well  informed  on  such  a  subject,  and  to 
have  as  easy  access  to  the  same  authorities,  as  the  "  very  dull" 
Sir  John  Whidden,  and  his  compeer  Sir  Ivobert  Catlyne;  nor 
was  he  likely  to  assert  the  fact  without  proper  investigation, 

*  Bimglit  a  fuw  years  ago,  when  the  Fuiifux  liliiaiy  was  sohl,  aiul  now  in  \\\y 
possa-wiuii. — 0.  R.  M. 
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as  In  those  days,  so  soon  after  the  event,  lie  might  have  been 
easily  refuted.  INIoreover  he  seems  to  make  the  clahn  with  so 
much  ingenuousness,  and  little  fear  of  being  impugned,  that 
at  least  he  must  have  believed  what  he  asserted  to  be  true, 
which  wov\ld  scarcely  have  been  the  case  if  the  common  im- 
pression had  run  in  the  contrary  direction.  Jkit  I.ord  Camp- 
bell points  out  another  piece  of  evidence  in  favour  of  his  client, 
the  circumstance  of  felonies  being  invariably  tried  at  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  and  therefore  that  it  was  from  that 
court  that  the  Priftce  must  have  been  committed;  but  I  believe 
every  autliority  agrees  that  the  Prince  was  committed  to  the 
Fleet,  the  prison  of  the  Common  Pleas,  so  that  on  that  score  it 
may  equally  justly  be  said  on  the  other  side,  as  the  Prince  was 
committed  to  the  prison  of  the  Common  Pleas,  so  that  act  was 
performed  by  the  judge  presiding  there,  and  consequently  that 
it  was  ]\Lirkham  and  not  Gascoigne  who  resented  the  outrage  of 

the  Prince. 

On  the  whole  then,  the  evidence  seems  to  be  so  equally 
balanced,  that  it  requires  all  the  penetration  and  acumen  of  a 
Chief  Justice  to  decide  which  scale  kicks  the  beam.  Put  as  the 
eminent  lord  who  now  fills  that  office  has  given  his  decision  in 
favour  of  the  judge  to  whom  "so  many  chroniclers,  moralists, 
and  poets"  have  attributed  the  fact,  so  in  courtesy  will  the  de- 
scendants of  Sh  John  Markhum  iv/igu  their  claim,  and  leave 
Sir  AVilliain  Gascoigne  in  peaceful  possession  of  his  high-souled 

deed. 

Nothing  marks  the  difference  that  exists  between  one  period 
of  history  and  another,  more  than  the  vahie  of  money,  and  if 
we  take  an  interval  of  several  centuries  the  difference  is  per- 
fectly surprising.  To  go  back  to  about  Edward  the  Fourth's 
reign,  we  shall  find  the  price  of  various  articles,  or  the  pay  of 
common  labourers,  or  the  salaries  of  high  oilicers  of  the  crown, 
as  compared  with  those  of  the  present  day,  to  be  almost  in- 
credible. For  instance,  good  arable  or  pasture  land  m  thobc 
times  would  let  for  six  pence  an  acre,  worth  now  from  thirty  to 
forty  shillings:  wheat  hi  the  year  1463  sold  for  two  shillings  a 
quarter,  when  in  our  time  sixty  or  seventy  shillmgs  was  not  an 
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unusual  price:  sheep  then  could  l)e  bouglit  Cor  four  pence,  and 
are  now  worth  from  thirty  to  forty  shillings:  a  hihourer's  wages 
were  a  penny  a  day,  a  master  carpenter's  four  pence,  a  baililf 
twenty-three  shillings  a  year.  And  if  we  go  higher  in  the 
scale,  we  find  that  the  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  crown 
Avere  at  the  same  ratio.  Jt  is  recorded  by  iJugdale,  that  Chief 
Justice  Markharn,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  had 
for  liis  salary  only  one  hundred  and  seventy  marks,  little  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  per  annum ;  and  even 
in  the  time  of  Henry  VHI.  the  salary  was.  only  increased  by 
thirty  pounds.  The  salaries  however  were  probably  much 
increased  by  fees.  What  a  change  took  place  very  soon  after; 
for  we  find  in  Sir  Edward  Coke's  time  the  salary,  comprising 
fees,  had  risen, to  four  thousand  pounds  a  year;  and  in  our  own 
time  both  salary  and  fees  have  been  computed  at  seven 
thousand  pounds. 

In  the  fifteenth  year  of  Eichard  IT.,  the  whole  of  East 
Markham  became  the  property  of  Sir  John  Markluim,  and  it  was 
handed  down  entire  to  his  descendants.  Of  the  habits  of  thrif- 
tiness  of  his  ancestor,  Francis  Markham  gives  but  a  sorry 
account,  "  for  he  added,"  says  he,  "  to  his  fixthcr's  land  but 
twenty  nobles  a  yeare  and  tyed  y'  with  more  fynes  and  assur- 
ance^ thtui  all  his  n>st  was,"  AVhcthcr  Sir  John  was  mhlicltHl 
to  feats  of  arms,  as  Sir  ,lohn  h'ortcscue  the  I'liicf  «Iustic(>  ol'tlu; 
King's  l5onch  was,  some  years  after,  will  admit  of  more  than  a 
doubt  when  we  consider  the  natvu-e  of  a  bequest  made  to  him 
in  the  year  1392,  by  one  Kobert  Usher  de  Est  lietford,  in 
which  probably  the  taste  and  habits  of  the  legatee  were  con- 
sulted. After  a  long  list  of  legacies  to  difl'crent  persons,  follow 
these  to  himself  and  wife — 

"j  pannum  deauratum  ct  chaumpe  de  bleu,  et  j  coupe  ar- 
gcnti  stantem  super  trcs  leones,  cum  cooperculo  in  pai-te  <leau- 
rato  et  inamyld."  These  were  for  his  own  use.  For  his  wife, 
"  j  unam  ollam  argenteam  enamyld  cum  cooperculo  eidem  perti- 
nenti,  et  j  annulum  auremn  cum  ([uatuor  marjoryss  ct  j 
diamond  interpositis. " 

"  Item  le<(o  Johanni    Markham   omnem   armaturam  meam 
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cxceptis  vino  liauberjon  ct  j  payr  glovys  dc   playt,  (pias  le^'o 
liicardo  de  Tliyrston.* 

Sir  John  Markluun  was  niai-rled  twice:  his  first  wife  was 
Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Henri  de  Cressi,  in  direct 
descent  from  Sir  Eoger  de  Cressi  lord  of  Ilodsac  in  the  time 
of  Henry  IT.  Sir  Jolm  de  (Uifton,  of  Clifton,  who  was  aftei'- 
wards  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shrewsbury,  married  the  elder 
sister  Katharine,  and  at  the  death  of  their  brother  Hugo  de 
Cressi,  his  property  was  divided  between  the  two  sisters  at 
lletford,  in  the  tenth  year  of  Henry  IV.,  when  Hodsac  fell  to 
the  Cliftons;  and  Cressi  Hall,  Risegate,  Braytoft,  and  Exton 
in  Lincolnshire  to  the  Markhams.  Sir  John  married  for  liis 
second  wile  Milicent,  dauglitcr  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  de 
Bekeryng,  and  widow  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bourdon,  l)y  Avhom  he 
had  two  children:  Sir  John,  afterwards  Lord  Chief  Juctice  of 
England,!  "the  gix-atest  ornament,"  says  Camden,  "of  this 
family,  who  tempered  his  judgments  with  so  nuu'h  eijuity  that 
his  name  will  endure  as  long  as  time  itself;"  and  IMargaret, 
who  married  Sir  AValter  Pitwardyn.  ]\Iilicent  died  in  1419, 
Llpon  a  fair  marble  tomb  in  the  church  of  East  JMarkham  was 
this  inscription — 

Hie  jacet  Domina  Milicensia 
qua;  uLiit  27  Sept.  1419. 

Upon  it  are  im})alcd  the  arms  oi'  her  dilTcre\U  husbands  oi\ 
several  coats. 

In  an  autograph  at  Clifton  was  to  be  seen,  "  not  many  years 
ago,  the  seal  of  Sir  John  Markham,  10  Henry  IV.,  which  is, 
Party  per  fesse,  and  on  the  upper  part  a  demi  lion  rampant, 
which  the  elder  branch  still  bear."  The  judge  died  in  the 
tenth  year  of  Henry  IV.,  as  may  be  seen  by  his  monument 
still  existing  in  lOast  INlarkham  church  on  the  north  side  of  the 
chancel.     It  bears  the  following  inscription — 

Orato  proauima  .foliaimis  Marl^liain 
Justipiaiii,  qui  obiit  in  fcsto 
S"  Silvestri,  anno  Doui.  1409.* 

*  Testamenta  Eboracensiu. 

t  ITo  was  the  foumler  of  the  Sinlghrook  lino  of  Markhams,  in  the  chapter  on 
which  family  his  life  will  he  found. 
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By  hig  first  wife,  Elizabctli  dc  Crcssi,  Sir  Jolin  had  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  Adehi,  the  wife  of  Sir  liobert  Stanhope, 
wlio  hud  a  monument  erected  to  their  memory  in  York  Minster 
now  destroyed;  Henry  was  the  second  son,  who  appears  never 
to  liavc  been  married,  and  the  eklcst  succeeded  Ins  llitlier. 

Sin  ItOHERT  Maukiiam  married  I'^lizabeth,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Sir  John  Burden  and  Elizabeth  de  Bekeryng  his  wife; 
by  which  marriage  the  manors  of  ]\hvplebec  and  Boughton 
were  settled  upon  him.  J>y  tliis  lady.  Sir  Robert  had  iniir 
children:  l']lizabeth,  married  to  Sir  Tliomas  iMolineux  of 
Ilawton,  created  Knight  Banneret  by  Bichard  111.  at  Ber^vick ; 
]\hirgaret,  the  wife  of  Sir  IJcnry  Willoughby,  also  a  K'night 
Banneret;  and  Katharine,  the  Avife  of  Sir  Henry  ])ozome  of 
Screveton.  The  fourth  child  was  his  son  Robert,  who  suc- 
ceeded him.  The  exact  time  of  his  deatli  is  \incertain;  it  Avas 
probably  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  Both 
Sir  Rol)ert  and  his  lady  were  l)uried  at  Sedgbrook,  the  seat  of 
his  brother  the  chief  justice,  and  in  the  "  quayer  of  the  church, 
in  a  window  on  the  syde  of  the  Ladycs  chapel,"  are  three 
pictures  with  inscriptions  as  follows — 

1st.  A  man  in  coat  armour,  whereon  the  Markham  coat; 
under  it  "  Sir  Robert  ]\farkham." 

2d.  A  \vonn\n,  and  under  her  "  Pume  I'.lizabeth  ^larkham." 

3d.  .'V  man  as  before,  and  uudrrnealh  "  Sir  Robert,  Kni.  son  ot' 
Sir  Rob(>rt." 

A  pious  act  is  recorded  of  this  worthy  conple,  of  having 
founded,  July  the  fifteenth,  1484,  an  oratory  in  the  church  of 
Southwell ;  and  the  arms  of  Markham  of  Cotham  are  stated  to 
have  been  standing  in  one  of  the  windows  of  the  great  hall  of 
the  palace  of  Southwell,  probably  those  of  his  son  and  heir. 

*  I  visited  the  eluiroli  of  liust  Markliaiu  in  1831,  wiieii  I  was  told  by  the  soxton 
that  a  very  sliort  time  hcforo  the  niomniicnt  liad  been  moved  from  the  centre  to 
the  north  side  of  the  chancel,  wlioro  it  then  was.  A  atone  cotKn  was  found  under  it 
on  a  level  with  the  pavement,  containing  human  bones,  the  last  mortal  remains  of 
the  judge.  On  the  upper  surface  of  the  lid  of  the  coffin,  which  I  saw,  was  en- 
graved a  recumbent  tigiiro,  shrouded  in  grave  clothes;  at  each  upper  corner  of 
which  was  a  lion's  head.  The  coffin  was  reburied  in  the  churcliyard, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  church.  The  name  of  Judge  Markham  was  still  regarded 
with  veneration  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  i)lace. — D.  F.  M. 
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Sir  ItOBEET  Maukham  marridtl  Joan  the  daugliter  and 
lioir  of  Sir  Giles  Daubeny,  aiul  -Maiy,  daughter  oi'  Sir  Simon 
Leake,  in  wliosc  riglit  lie  lield  the  manors  oi'  Gotham  and 
Houghton  by  Newark;  Joan  earried  the  lordship,  as  Ixiir,  to 
Sir  Kobert  Markliam  her  husband.  "  The  i'amily  of  i\hirk- 
ham,"  says  Thoroton,  "  then  made  Gotham  their  principal 
residence,  and  were  of  great  note." 

Sir  liobert  ^vas  a  warm  supporter  of  the  side  of  the  Wliite 
Rose  in  the  wars  between  the  rival  factions  of  York  and  Lan- 
caster, and  did  good  service  to  the  cause,  for  which  he  was 
rewarded  at  the  coronation  of  Edward  IV.  immediately  after 
the  great  victory  of  Towton-lleld,  by  being  created  a  Knight  of 
the  Bath.  Me  served  the  ollice  of  High  SherilF  for  the  coun- 
ties of  Derby  and  Nottingham  10  Edw.  IV,  and  also  for  the 
county  of  Lincoln  IG  Edw.  J.V. 

Sir  Itobert  had  two  sons,  John  who  succeeded  him,  and 
Robert,*  who  married   Elizabeth  the   daughter  of  Sir  William 


*  In  Newark  cliurcli,  at  tlie  .south-east  corner  of  the  clioir,  is  a  chiiutr^'  chaj)el, 
"  ami  in  it  a  monument  of  Markliam  ''  (now  disaiipcared)  "  over  which  there  is  an 
arcli  of  freestone,  and  on  the  side  of  that  '  Orato  pro  animis  Roherli  Markhnin 
aniiigori  ct  Klizahetluu  uxoris  ejus.'"  On  the  outside  of  the  tracery,  which  still 
remains,  are  several  coats  of  arms  coarsely  cut. — iMarkham  quartering  Leako,  and 
impaling  Meriiig,  IJurdoii,  llozome,  l\.c. — D.  !•'.  JM . 
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de  Mering,  a  descendant  of  Agnes  Mtirkham  and  William  de 
Sancta  Crucc,  mentioned  above.  He  settled  at  Oxton  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham,  and  had  a  son  rioLert,  who  married 
l*]la,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Saperton,  by  whom  he  had 
I'ivo  children.  The  eldest  of  these  was  William,  whose  grand- 
son James  died  without  issue,  and  thus  the  Oxtou  family  of 
Markhams  became  extinct. 

Sir  liobert  died  about  the  year  1476,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  eldest  son. 

Sir  John  Makkiiam  is  mentioned  by  l*olydore  Virgil  as 
one  of  the  leaders  who  were  pres(,'nt  at  the  buttle  of  Stoke 
in  1488,  on  the  side  of  Henry  VII.  He  is  described  as  a  man 
of  great  prowess,  and  was  much  employed  in  public  ailliirs. 
"But,"  says  Dugdalc,  "he  was  an  unrulle  spirited  man,  and, 
strivino-  Avith  the  people  of  Long  Benington  in  Lincolnshire 
about  the  boundaries  of  their  lordships,  he  killed  some  or 
other  of  them  (some  have  it  he  hanged  the  priest),  for  which 
retiring,  he  lay  hid  at  a  place  called  Crcssi  Hall,  which  he  had 
through  his  great-grandmother  the  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Cressi  of  Hodsac.  Llere  it  Avas  his  good  fortune  to  entertain 
the  lady  Margaret,  mother  of  King  Henry  VIL,  who  not 
only  procured  his  pard(jn,  but  married  her  kinswoman  Anne, 
t]\o  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Cieorgo  Xeville,  to  his  son,  like- 
wise called  Sir  John,"  by  Alicia  his  wife,''  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Skipwith.  At  this  period  the  Ma'rkham  family  were 
at  the  height  of  their  fortunes,  enjoying  vast  estates  in  diircn-eut 
parts,  and  the  favour  of  their  sovereign;  for,  though  they 
opposed  the  line  of  Lancaster  till  the  union  of  the  Roses,  yet 
the  service  performed  by  Sir.  John  at  the  battle  of  Stoke  (an 
event  which  added  so  much  security  to  Henry's  throne,)  oblite- 
rated what  might  have  been  consich-red  former  delinquencies, 
and  established  the  family  again  in  favour  at  court.* 

*  A  question  has  long  existed  in  the  family,  a.-i  to  what  the  exact  device  of  our 
crest  is,  whether  the  head  of  the  lion  should  be  surrounded  with  ravs,  and  what 
instrument  it  holds  in  its  paw.  This  may  he  set  at  rest  by  an  entry  in  one  of  the 
Harleian  MSS.  "  Standard  of  Sir  John  Markham  in  temp,  Henry  VHT.  Per 
fesse,  gold  and  blue.     The  device   (or  crest)  a  lion  rmnpant  gidcs,  uitk  7('ini/s  en- 
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Besides  tlie  various  properties  before  mentioned,  Sir  Jolin 
Murkham  liad  lands  in  East  Bridgenortli  on  the  liill,  "  next 
beyond  tlie  parsonage  in  a  place  heretofore  called  Sir  John 
]\Lirkham's  manor;"  and  tliere  was  a  great  house  of  triars  at 
Newark  of  tlie  order  of  St.  Augustine  Avhich  was  in  his  posses- 
sion, and  in  which  he  occasionally  lived. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  Sir  John  ]\Iarkham's  spirit 
was  not  of  the  gentlest,  a  sad  achlitional  proof  of  which  is 
furnished  in  a  most  singular  letter  of  his  to  Sir  Thomas 
Stanhope,  on  account  of  an  all'ront  that  the  latter  had  pas.scd 
upon  him  in  some  doggrel  rhymes.  It  should  be  })remised 
that  the,se  two  quarrelsome  old  knights  were  both  on  the  verge 
of  the  grave.  Sir  John  being  nearly  ninety  years  old,  and,  how- 
ever feeble  he  may  have  become  in  his  body,  his  miiul  seems 
to  have  retained  the  same  laindy  spirit  which  led  him  to  hang 
tlie  priest  of  Long  lienington.     The  letter  is  entitled — 

"  Sir  John  ]\hirkham's  railing  Letter  sent  to  Sir  Thoinas 
Stanhope. 

"  liast  thou,  base  and  unworthie  knyghte,  bene  soe  longe 
pract3^sed  in  JMarkham's  dananed  devyces,  and  can  thy  grosse 
heade  in  t}ie<'onclusion  of  thy  corrupted  carcase  bringc  forthe 
no  better  fruits  than  countlesse  fooleries:  yet  since  your  can- 
kered kiiyghtshlppe  hath  in  verse  given  the  first  occasion  o( 
this  scolding  combat,  J  in  my  prose  will  make  ivplication,  not 
to  thyselfe,  lest  1  shoulde  so  far  move  thy  putriditie,  as  in  thy 
fearful  cholor,  olFeringe  to  cast  my  letter  from  thee,  thou  with 
it  shouldst  cast  thy  arm  from  thy  body,  and  soe  by  thy  uu- 
tymlie  deathe  cozen  the  devil  of  his  due.  P>ut  f  to  pleasure 
them,  will  scold  to  thee,  thy  brother,  sonne,  and  sonne  ii\  la  we; 
and  if  they  or  any  equally  of  them  dares  maynteyne  thy  exe- 
crable actions,  I  doe  give  them  the  lye  in  the  throte. 

"  To  inakeanswere  to  thy  lyinge  lybell,  hrst  for  the  foremost 

dorsed  or,  haUling  a  pair  of  horse  heamea  of  the  first.  Tliu  Lion  of  St.  Marl-,  ami 
llie  /tames  forming  a  very  inililfereiit  pun  on  the  name.  (Harl.  MSS.  fol.  201). ) 
In  a  beautifully  illuminated  pedigree  attested  by  Camden's  signature,  the  bead  nf 
tbe  lion  ha.s  a  sort  of  cap.     So  again  in  MS.  of  l<\  Markham,  temp.  James  I. 

c; 
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of  them,  beinge  as  I  thiiike  some  one  of  thy  humh'cd  instru- 
ments, I  leave  ]\im  to  the  revenge  lit  for  a  keep  tloore  .... 
And,  good  well  shuptc  kin,  though  i  be  crook  backed,  yet  it 
is  not  any  disease  that  makes  me  sit  lyke  a  deformed  ape  under 
a  tree,  with  my  hc;ad  and  knees  so  neare  confyned,  as  if  T  took 
some  pleasure  in  my  knees  that  I  conld  not  abstain  from  kissing 
them.  But  for  my  birthright  the  gallowcs,  as  thy  lyinge  lybell 
say  the,  if  any  of  my  ancestors  had  chanced  to  dye  so  unkyndlie, 
as  one  under  a  tr^e,  I  must  needs  have  blushed  to  have  any  of 
my  knaves  oO'er  the  gallows  to  thee.  I'or  thy  coarse  cuttinge, 
or  any  lybell  settinge  (urthe,  knowe  then,  envyous  excrement 
of  nature,  that  to  anye  of  thy  followers,  kynde,  or  friends  Avho 
thynke  I  touch  them  for  thys  and  the  wliole  lybell,  I  give 
them  the  lye  in  the  throte.  I^^or  my  name  of  knave,  I  thynke 
surelie  thy  knavish  actions,  thy  lyinge,  aiid  therefore  duringe 
thy  life  weare  thou  the  title,  and  at  thy  deathe  leave  it  thy 
heyre.  But  nowe  Sir,  to  conclude,  let  me  question  you  a 
lytelle.     Are  you  not  a  slanderous  knave  upon  record?     Did 

you  not ?     Are  you  not ?     Are  you  not  .   .  . 

.  .?  Knowe  Sir,  if  in  thys  thou  be  I'aultie,  I  hope  what  slan- 
ders and  lybelles  be  set  forthe  by  thee,  the  world  will  esteeme 
to  come  from  a  Iyer,  a  slanderer,  and  one  worse  than  the  devil. 
And  noAV,  leavynge  imexamined  myllions  of  knaveries,  1  wist 
'MVom  thy  godsonne  who  luitos  thy  damned  condytions, 

"John  iMAiuviiAM."* 

It  is  a  melancholy  aspect  of  the  times,  that  men  in  the 
position  of  Sir  John  Markham  could  have  indidged  in  such 
coarse  vituperation,  and  a  matter  of  legret  that  one  so  ncfir  his 
latter  end  shoulil  have  swollen'  his  natural  indignation  Avith  so 
great  a  breach  of  christian  charity.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  this  letter  met  with  its  reward,  lor  there  is  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  it  found  its  way  into  the  Lansdowne  collection  of 
manuscripts,  from  having  been  made  the  subject  of  a  prose- 
cution in  the  Star  Chamber,  and  thus  became  mixed  with  other 
documents  of  a  less  unworthy  character. 

Sir  ,Iohn  was  twice  high  shcrilf  for  the  counties  ol"  Notting- 

♦   Lanstlowiie  MSS. 
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)iam  and  Derby,  10  Henry  Vlll.  and  17  Henry  VIII.  He 
died  at  a  very  advanced  age,  being  near  one  hundred  years  old, 
about  the  year  1536,  and  was  Hucceeded  by  liis  only  son. 

Sru  JoiL\  Maukiiam  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir 
George  Neville,  wlio  on  the  leinaJe  side  was  of  royal  descent. 
Her  mother,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Humplirey  Fitz Lewes,  was  a 
grand-daughter  aiul  coheir  of  Ivdmund  Buaufort,  Marijucss  and 
Earl  ofSonierset  (slain  at  the  battle  of  St.  Albaii's),  the  grandson 
of  John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of  Lancaster  (third  son  of  King  Edward 
III.)  and  Catherine  Swynford,  daughter  of  Sir  l*avn  lioet, 
(uiyeune  King  at  Arms.  Independent  of  ihe  brilliancy  of  this 
alUance,  considerable  property  also  aeci'ued  to  the  fanaily  in 
consequence  of  it,  for  the  lady  licrsi'lf  was  ber  nitbri''s  heir,  as 
was  her  mother  of  Sir  Humphi'cv  FitzLtnves. 

Sir   John   Markham    enjoyed    considerable  i-e])utation  as  an 
able  soldier,  and  among  other  places  ol'  military  trust,  was  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  during  the  reign  of  Ivlward 
VI.,  while  the  Duke  of  Somerset  was  Lord  Protector,  a  post 
then  of  great  Importance.     ^Vhen  the  duke's  fortiuu'S  however 
began  to  wane,  and  his  enemies  combine(l  to  destn)y  him,  Sir 
John  Markham,  his  firm   (Hend,  also  felt  the  eilects  of  their 
hostility,  for  the  ICarl  of  Warwick  and  his  coidcderates  con- 
trived for  their  own  purposes  to  discharge  him  forcibly  from 
Iiis  olhce,  and  confer  it  upon  Sir  Leonard  Gluunberlavne  in  his 
stead.      In  King  Edward's  journal  oldiis  own  nign  is  tbis  entry, 
"  a  letter  directed  to   Sir  Arthur  I)arcy  to  take  the  charf^e  of 
the  Tower,  and  to  discharge  Sir  John  j\larkham;  upon  this, 
that,  without  making  any  of  the  council  privy,  he  sniiered  the 
duke  to    walk    abroad,   and   certainc    k;tters   to  be    sent   and 
answered  between   David   Seymour  and  Mrs.    Poynings,  with 
divers  other  suspicions." 

Any  suspicion  attaching  to  Sir  John's  loyalty  does  not  seem 
to  have  rested  long  upon  the  King's  mind,  ft>r  in  a  manuscript 
entitled  "  Injunctions  given  by  the  King's  Majesty's  A'^isltors  to 
all  and  every  the  Clergy  and  Laity  now  resident  withi)i  the 
Deanery  of  Doncastre,"   will  be   found   ihe  name  of  Sir  dohn 

c   2 
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Markluni),  us  the  Chief  of  tlic  King's  Visitors  for  the  Iiefonna- 
tiou  in  the  Nortli.  A  poilion  of  these  injunetions  will  be 
fountl  in  the  Aj)|x,'nilix.* 

Besides  the  lurge  possessions  whieh  devolved  upon  Sir  John, 
on  the  demise  of  his  futher,  who  appears  by  liis  son's  will  to 
have  died  outlawed,!  and  those  which  eanie  by  his  man-iage 
with  the  heiress  of  Sir  George  Neville,  who  succeeded  to  the 
estates  of  Sir  Humphrey  Lewes,  whose  wife  was  daughter  and 
colieiress  of  Edmund  Beaulbrt  ]<]arl  of  Somerset;  he  had  grants 
of  several  others,  among  wliieh  is  one  bearing  date  28  Hen. 
Vlll.  "  The  house  and  site  of  the  Abbey  of  Painbrth,  with 
large  manorial  possessions  attached,  were,  under  the  great  seal 
of  the  Court  (jf  Augmentations,  demised  to  Sir  .)ohn  i\hirkham, 
Kniglit,  and  his  assigns  for  twenty-one  years,  for  the  yearly  rent 
of  twenty-two  pounds  eight  shillings,  which,  with  a  vast  deal 
of  other  pi'operty,  was  by  reason  ol"  a  certain  act  for  tlissolvin"" 
certain  religious  houses." 

"  Notwithstanding  his  prosperity  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,"  Thoroton  relates,  "  Sir  John  was  at  last  utterly  ruined; 
yet  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  whom  he  had  undesignedly  made 
his  enemy,  helped  to  raise  his  children." 

Sir  John  was  high  sheriff  for  the  counties  of  Derby  and 
Nottingham  30  Henry  YHI.  and  fur  the  county  of  Lincoln 
2\  Henry  VHl.  and  again  for  the  counties  of  Herbv  and 
Nottlnnhauj  37  Henry  Vlll.  He  served  also  as  kniaht  ol" 
the  shire  1   ICdward  VI.  and  4  and  5  of  Philip  and  Mary. 

He  was  thrice  nntrried;  first  to  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  George 
Neville,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  John  and  Henry.  This 
latter  was  in  holy  orders,  and  was  Installed  Preceutor  of  Lin- 
coln ('athedral,  March,  20,  1550.     He  died  without  issue. 

John   J\lAiiKiiA.\[,  the  eldest,  was  seated  at   Sircston  in  the 

*  Seo  Appprutix  (D). 

-t"  WlieUuT  the  outlawry  of  Sir  .lolui  arose  from  lii.s  attack  iijiou  the  peojile  of 
Long  Bcuiiigtoii,  or  was  a  aeuteiK^e  passed  on  him  hy  tlio  Star  Chamlior,  owing  to 
his  "railinge  letter"  to  his  kinsman  Sir  Tliomas  Stanliopo,  caniiut  at  this  distance 
of  time  he  deterinined.  Tlie  interesting  and  curious  will  of  Sir  John  is  given  in 
Appendix  (K). 
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county  of  Nottingham,  and  died  in  liis  liitlier's  life  time, 
leaving  issue  by  Katharine  Ids  wile,  daughter  of  Sir  Antliony 
Ba]>iiigton,  one  son,  Ivobcrt,  who  succeeded  him,  and  two 
daughters:  Sanchia,  who  married  WilliaJu  do  Ilardwieke,  an'l 
Anju;,  who  died  unmarried.* 

Sir  John's  second  wile  was  Margery,  daughter  of  Sir  Kalf 
Langford  of  Langford,  who  bore  him  many  chihh-en. 

His  last  wile  was  Anne,  relict  of  Sir  liichard  Stanhope, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  John  Strelly,  wlio  was  descended 
fi'om  Walter  do_Stradlegh  in  the  time  of  Henry  J.  l-.y  her  he  i 
had  'William  Markham  of  Okely,  Avho  served  as  IMendjcr  for 
the  Borough  of  Nottingham  in  parliament  held  at  Westminster,  / 
m  the  1st  and  2nd  of  Philip  and  JMary.  Thomas  was  the 
second  son  of  Sir  John  by  his  tliird  wii'e,  and  founder  of  the 
Ollerton  branch  of  Markliams,  of  whom  hereafti'r.  b'l'ances, 
the  eldest  daughter,  married  Henry  Bahingtun,  and  was  mother 
oi  the  unfortunate  Anthony  Bajjington,  who  was  attaintetl  in 
the  reign  of  (^)uecn  Elizabeth,  for  conspiring  to  set  at  liberty 
Mary  (^ueen  of  Scots,  condemned  and  executed. 

Isabella  Markluim,  the  youngest,  was  maid  of  honour  to 
Elizabeth,  and  one  of  the  devoted  ladies  who,  at  the  insti- 
gatu)n  of  Bishop  Gardiner,  in  ]\hny's  reign,  were  seized  and 
contined  in  the  Tower.  She  seems  to  Imve  been  in  lugh  favour 
with  lier  ro^'al  mistress,  and  was  possessed  of  personal  charms, 
whioli  are  thus  cele]>rated  in  a  sonnet  from  the  pen  oi'  Sir  John 
Harrington,  wlien  *'  he  firste  thoghte  her  fayre  as  she  stode  at 
the  Princesse's  windowe  in  gootllye  attyre,  and  talkede  to 
dyvers  in  the  courte  yartle." 

I 

Whence  comes  my  lovo,  O  heuitc  !  iliscKiso. 
T'was  from  cheeks  tliat  shamed  tlie  rose. 
From  lijis  tliut  spoyle  the  ruble's  prayse, 
From  eyes  that  iiioeke  tlie  diamoiul's  hlayzc. 
W'lience  comes  my  woe,  as  fieely  owiie, 
Ah  me!  twas  from  a  hearte  lyke  stone. 


*  "I,  Dame  Anlliony  bahinglon,  wife  of  Sir  Antljony  Babington,  K'nighi, 
be(iuetlio  to  my  (huigliter  Alarkliam  a  rynge,  and  to  lior  daughter  Anne  Markiiam 
a  tablet  of  goKl.     'Z-i  Sept.  1537."— Dodsworth  MSS. 
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Tlio  lilusliynge  olioek  siiouKes  iiKxlcste  injmle, 
'I'he  lips  betittiiige  wordes  most  kjiulu, 
Tlie  eye  doea  tcmpte  to  love's  desyru, 
And  seems  to  saye,  tis  Cupid's  fiie, 
Yet  all  see  fayer,  but  speake  my  moaiie, 
iSytli  noghte  dotlio  saye  the  hearte  of  stone. 

Ill 
Why  thus,  my  love,  so  kynde  bespeake, 
Sweete  lyppe,  sweete  eye,  sweet  blushynge  eliceU, 
Yet  not  a  hearte  to  save  my  painc, 
C)  Venus!   take  thy  gifts  againo; 
Make  not  so  faire  to  (lause  o\ii-  nioane, 
Or  make  a  hearte  that's  lyke  our  owne. 

We  find  the  same  devoted  admiration  also  in  the  following 
lines,  to  which  there  is  no  date,  hut  they  are  thus  entitled. 

John  Harrington  to  sweete  Isabeli-a  Markham. 
Marvellouso  be  thy  matchles  gyftes  of  mymle, 

And  for  thy  shape,  Erithnia  rightlie  growen; 
lieelilese  of  prayse,  a  prayse  rare  in  thy  kinde. 

(Jroat  in  desert,  small  in  desyie,  well  kiiowon  ; 
A  mansion  meete,  where  chaslilie  doth  dwell. 

llype  in  all  goodc,  of  evill  the  sede  unaowen, 
EndeweJ  with  thewse  that  do  the  rest  excell, 
•    Temp'raunce  hathe  wonne  and  constancye  doth  holde; 
Wisdom  hath  taughto  that  myldness  mastereth  might.* 

So  ni>;niu  in  ti  !?onuet  whieh  he  heads  "  The  Prayse  of  Six 
Gentlewomen  attending  on  the  Ladie  Elizabeth  her  Grace, 
Ihitfield  House,"  he  speaks  of  Isabella  in  these  inllated  terms. 

"  To  Markham's  modest  mynde, 

That  Plncnix  bird  most  rare, 
So  have  the  gods  assygnde, 

With  Gryfylde  to  compare. 
Oh  happie  twice  is  hee, 

Whom  Jove  shall  do  the  grace, 
To  lynke  in  nnitie, 

Such  beautie  to  embrace  !  " 

Hitherto  Sir  John  had  only  at  a  distance  wooed  the  fair 
Isabel,  by  praising  her  beauty  and  modesty  indirectly:  he  now 
takes  a  bolder  tstep,  and  addresses  her  personally  in  good  tet  terms. 

*   Nugie  Antii|uiL',  vol.  iv.  p.  25(5,  sonnet  xvi. 
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To  ISAUELLA    Al  AUK  HAM. 

L^ke  as  tlio  rago  of  rayuo 

h'yUa  rivers  with  cxeesse, 
And  as  the  drovvghto  a  gayuo 

Dotli  luaku  theui  Iusmu  and  ledsn  ; 
80  I  both  fall  and  clynic, 
With  no  and  yea  somtynie. 
As  they  ryse  hye  and  liy  i; 

So  doth  ciioroace  my  statt'  ; 
As  tliey  fall  drye  and  drye, 

So  doth  my  wealth  u  abate  : 
A.S  yea  i-s  mateli'd  witli  tio, 
JMy  wealtlj  is  nij'xt  with  wo. 
As  nothing  can  endure, 

That  lyves,  and  lacks  rtdiuf  ; 
So  no  state  may  stand  sure, 

VVIiore  change  dothe  rayne  as  chief : 
Wherefore  1  must  extend, 
'I'o  how,  when  others  hcnd. 
And  when  they  laugh,  to  smyle  ; 

And  when  they  weei)e,  to  wayle  ; 
And  when  they  crafle,  hegyle, 

And  when  they  fight,  assayle  : 
And  thyiick  there  is  no  cliaunge, 
t'an  make  them  seeme  mi  .straunge. 
Uli  !   most  unhappie  state, 

What  wight  may  keejie  such  coorsse. 
To  lovo  that  he  .shuUl  hate, 

Or  ellse  to  do  mooho  wuixso  ; 
Tlioiso  1)0  rcwarde.s  for  suelie, 
As  lyvo  and  lovo  to  moehe.* 

Tlie  conso(|[iiencc  of  these  love  passages,  was  a  uniou  between 
Sir  John  llanington  and  "  sweetc  Isabella  Markham,"  which 
took  place  under  tlie  auspices  of  the  Princess  Jillizabeth,  not 
long  before  her  committal  to  the  Tower,  in  the  year  1554. 
The  misfortunes  of  Elizabeth  fell  with  equal  weight  on  those 
who  were  about  her  person,  and  Lady  Harrington  with  her 
husband  had  their  full  share  of  them;  I'or  she  was  seciuc^tered 
from  the  service  of  the  princess,  on  account  of  her  so  called 
heretical  opiniims,  and  committed   to  a  [(vlson  lodging  in  tht> 

*   Nuga;  AntitiUio,  \ol.  iii,  |(.  liDUl,  a.d.  loll'. 


24  HISTOUY  OF  TIIK  MAHKIIAM  FAMILY. 

Tower  with  her  hurtbaiul,  whoso  oltenee  was  huvin<^  carried  ti 
letter  to  Elizal)etli.  This  indiscretion,  iCsuch  it  can  be  calletl, 
occurred  some  time  l)crore,  as  ap))ear,s  hy  a  letter  he  sent  to 
(rardiner,  in  which  he  cornphains  of  his  own,  as  well  as  Ids 
wife's  imprisonment,  in  these  undaunted  terms  — 

•     "My  Lord, 

**  This  nunc  humble  prayer  doth  come  with  nuu-h  sorrowe, 
for  anie  deede  of  evil  that  1  have  done  Uj  your  lordshippe:  but 
alas!  I  know  of  noiie,  save  such  chitie  to  the  l.adie  Klizabeth 
us  I  am  boundon  to  pay  her  at  all  times.  And  if  this  matter 
brecdeth  in  3'ou  wrath  toward  her  and  me,  1  shall  not  in  thin 
my  imprisonment  repent  thereof.  My  wife  is  her  servant, 
and  doth  but  rejoice  in  this  our  misery  when  we  Icjoke  with 
whom  we  are  liolden  in  bondage.  Our  gracious  Iving  Henry 
->  did  _cver  advance  our  families  good  estate,  as  did  his  pious 
"  fiither  aforetime;  wherefore  our  service  is  in  remembrance  of 
such  good  kindness,  albeit  there  needeth  none  other  cause  to 
render  our  tendance,  slth  the  Lady  Elizabeth  beareth  sucdi 
piety  and  godly  affection  to  all  virtue." 

The  letter  continues  in  the  same  strain,  and  thus  ends. 

"  If  you  should  give  ear  to  my  complaint,  it  will  bind  me  to 
tliaiikfully  repay  this  kindness,  but  if  not,  we  will  et)ntinue  to 
suller,  and  rest  oursi'lves  in  <uh1,  whose  mercy  is  siu'c  and  safe; 
and  in  all  trui;  love  to  her,  the  I'riueess  i^lizabeth,  who  doth 
honour  us  in  tender  sort,  and  scorneth  not  to  shed  her  blood 
with  ours.  I  commend  yovu-  Lordshipp  to  God's  appointment, 
and  rest  sorely  aillicted, 

"John  ITahhington. 

"  From  tlio  'I'owor,  1554." 

In  the  history  of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  written  in  the 
Nugye  Antiquaa  by  the  son  of  Isabella  Harrington,  he  bitterly 
complains  of  that  prelate's  cruelty,  and  thus  concludes  a 
philippic  against  him. 

"  Lastly  the  plots  he  lnid  to  entraji  the  Ladie  Elizabeth,  his 
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terrible  hanl  usu<^c  ol"  all  her  tbllowers,  1  caiUKjt  yet  ^eare(; 
think  oi'  with  ehai'ity,  nor  write  of  with  patience.  Aly  liither, 
only  for  carrying  a  letter  to  the  J.adie  Elizabeth,  and  prole.ssing 
to  wish  lier  well,  he  kept  in  the  Tower  twelve  moneths,  ami 
made  him  spend  a  thuuband  pounds  ere  he  could  lie  tree  of" 
that  troidjle.  My  mother,  that  then  served  the  said  Ladio 
iLlizabcth,  he  caused  to  be  sequestered  from  her  as  an  heretick, 
and  she  was  glad  to  sojourn  with  one  Mr.  Topcliil';  so  i  may 
say,  in  some  .sort,  this  bishop  persecuted  mc  before  I  was  born." 

Elizabeth,  when  she  came  to  the  throne,  did  not  fori^et  the 
(aithful  and  devoted  conduct  ol'  her  attached  servants,  or  the 
suil brings  they  underwent  for  her  sake.  She  distinguished 
them  by  many  expressive  tokens  of  her  regard;  amongst  others 
by  standing  godmother  to  their  son,  and  was  little  less  intimate 
with  them  than  with  the  best  beloved  of  her  own  relations. 
The  print  of  the  Princess  Elizabeth  which  fronts  t]ie  second 
volume  of  the  Nugiu  Antiqua;,  is  taken  from  an  original  plate 
given  by  herself  to  her  attendant  Isabella  Harrington,  soon 
after  her  enlargement  from  the  Tower. 

The  poetical  eifusions  of  Sir  John  Harrington  did  not  cease 
with  the  change  of  Isabella  from  the  maiden  to  the  marriage 
state.  She  still  seems  to  have  inspired  his  muse;  and  as  a 
specimen  of  what  was  considered  valuable  in  a  wife  of  those 
times,  and  would  be  no  bad  hint,  to  the  ladles  of  the  present 
day,  1  transcribe  the  following. 

John  Harrington  to  his  Wife,  1564. 

,  .  Yf  dutyc,  wyfe,  lead  thee  to  deeme 

That  trade  most  fytt  I  hold  most  deere, 
Fyrst  God  regard,  next  me  esteeme, 
Our  fhililren  then  respect  thou  iioaro. 

Our  house  both  sweet  and  cleanlie  see, 
Order  our  fayre,  thy  maydes  kepo  short, 

Thy  mirth  with  mean  wetl  my.\ed  be, 

Thy  courtesse  partes  in  ehaste  wyso  sorto. 

In  sober  woede  thee  cleanly  dress; 

Wiien  joyes  me  raysc,  tiiy  eares  downe  east, 
Wlien  f;rieves  me  j^iiove,  tliy  solace  cease; 

Who  so  me  fiyiuls,  tVjnd  tliem  as  last. 
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In  pea<!o  gyve  jiluec,  wliatso  I  siiyo; 

A  paito  coiuplayiie,  if  cuiisu  tliuu  fyiidu, 
Let  lybrall  lyf)i>3  no  truat  Ijuwray, 

Nor  jelous  humour  payne  tliye  iiiynd. 
If  I  thee  ^vronge,  thie  greifes  unfolde, 

If  tliou  me  vex,  tliine  errour  gi-ant; 
To  seek  strange  toyles  be  not  too  bold, 

The  stryHosae  bed  no  jarres  may  haunt. 
Small  sleape  and  early  prayer  extend; 

The  idle  lyfe,  as  poison,  hate; 
No  credyte  lyght  nor  moelie  speaehe  spend ; 

In  open  place  no  cawse  debate. 
No  thwarts,  no  frownes,  no  grudge,  no  stryfe; 

Eschew  the  badd,  embrace  the  best; 
To  throthe  of  worde  joyne  lionest  lyfe, 

And  in  my  bosom  buyhl  thye  nest. 

How  long  the  loving  pair  lived  together,  I  have  not  ascer- 
tained; they  resided  however  I'or  the  most  part  at  Kelston,  near 
Bath,  and  brought  up  a  considerable  faiuily,  ot'wliieh  John  the 
eldest  was  as  great  a  favourite  with  liis  godmother  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, as  his  father  had  been. 

RouEKT  Maiikham,  born  at  his  father's  seat  of  Sireton,  in  the 
year  1536,  succeeded  his  grandfather  Sir  John  in  the  family 
estates,  and  like  him  was  a  "  valiant  consumer  of  his  paternal 
inheritance."  lie  appears  to  have  been  in  high  esteem  Avitli 
((lueeu  l^lizabeth,  and  inconstant  attendance  upon  lu'r.  AVliat 
his  otlice  was  about  the  coxu-t  does  not  appear,  but  he  seems  to 
have  had  a  shrewd  insight  into  all  the  intrigues  of  the  time, 
and  yet  to  have  borne  himself  with  great  discretion. 

In  a  letter  to  his  cousin  Sir  John  Harrington,  date  1598,  we 
find  a  graphic  description  of  the  state  of  parties  in  the  court, 
condjined  with  much  judicious  and  friendly  advice,  peculiarly 
adapted  to  those  dangerous  times.      It  runs  as  follows — 

"  Notwithstanding  the  perilous  state  of  our  ti]nes,  I  shall 
not  fail  to  give  you  such  intelligence  as  may  tende  to  your  use 
and  bcnefite.  We  have  gotten  goode  accoimtc  of  some  matters, 
and  as  I  shall  finde  some  sale  conduct  lor  bearinge  them  to  you, 
it  may  from  time  to  time  happen  that  1  sende  you  t}dinges  i>f 
our  courtly  concerns.     Since  your  departure  from  hence  you 
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have  been  spoken  of,  and  with  no  ill  will,  both  by  the  nobles 
and  the  quene  herselflj.  Your  booke*  is  almost  forgiven,  but 
not  for  its  want  of  wit  and  satyre.  Those  whom  you  feared 
most  arc  now  bozominge  themselves  in  the  queue's  grace;  and 
though  her  highnesse  signified  displeasure  in  outwarde  sorte,  ' 
yet  did  she  like  the  marrow  of  your  booke.  Your  greate 
enemie  Sir  James  did  once  mention  the  Stan-  Chamber,  but 
your  goode  esteeme  in  better  mindes  outdid  his  endeavours, 
and  all  is  silent  again.  The  quene  is  minded  to  take  you  to 
her  favour,  but  she  swearethe  that  she  believes  you  will  make 
epigrams  on  her  and  all  her  courte;  she  hath  been  heard  to  saye, 
'  That  merry  poet  my  godson  must  not  come  to  Greenwich,  tille 
he  hathe  grownc  sober,  and  leaveth  the  ladies'  sports  and  frolics."  \ 
She  did  conceive  much  disquiet  on  being  tokle  you  had  aimed  "\C'-^- 
a  schafte  at  Leicester;  1  wish  you  knew  the  author  of  that  ill  t  .<- 
deed,  1  would  not  be  in  his  best  jerkin  for  a  tliousand  marks. 
You  yet  stand  well  in  her  highnesse  love,  and  1  heare  you  are 
to  go  to  Ireland  with  the  Lieutenant  lilssex;  if  so,  mark  my 
counsel  in  this  matter:  I  doubt  not  your  valoiu-  nor  your 
labour,  but  that  damnable  uncovered  honestie  will  marryour 
fortunes. 

"  Observe  the  man  who  comraandethe,  and  yet  is  commanded 
hiraselfe;  he  goethe  notforthe  to  serve  the  queenc's  realm,  but 
to  humour  his  owne  revenge.  Be  heedfid  of  your  bearings, 
speake  not  your  mind  to  all  you  meet.  I  tell  you  1  have 
grouiuls  for  my  caution;  Essex  hath  enemies;  he  hath  friends 
too;  now  there  are  two  or  three  of  JMountjoy's  kindred  sente 
oute  in  your  armie ;  they  are  to  reporte  all  yoiu-  conduct  to  us 
at  home.  As  you  love  yourselfe,  the  quene,  and  me,  discover 
not  tliesc  matters:  if  .1  did  not  love  you  they  had  never  been 
tolde;  high  concerns  deserve  high  attention;  you  are  to  take 
account  of  all  that  passes  in  your  expedition,  and  kepe  journal 
tliereof,  unknowne  to  anie  in  the  companie.  This  will  be  ex- 
pected of  you.  Ihave  reasons  to  give  fortius  order;  if  the  Lord 
Deputy  performs   in   the   field  what  he  hath  promised  in  the 

*  A  severe  .siitii'O  oil  iicrsous  in  high  staliun,  cullod  "  .Metuinorphoscs  of  Aj;i.>t," 
hy  Sir  J .  Harrington. 


^28 


IIISTOllY  OF  THE  MARK  HAM  FAMELY 


council  all  will  be  well:  but,  though  the  quene  has  .ranted 
forgiveness  for  his  late  demeanour  in  her  presence,  we  know 
not  wliat  to  thinke  hereof.      She  hathe  in  all  outwarde  sen. 
blance  placed  conhdence  in  the  nuui  who  so  lately  souoht  other 
treatment  at  her  hands.     We  do  somc^tyn.e  thinke  one  way, 
and  sometyme  another.     AYhat   bctydeth  the  J.ord  Deputy  is 
known  to  hun  only  who  knowethe  all;  but  when  a  man  hath  so 
many  shewmge   friends,   and  so  many  unshe^vinge   enemies, 
who  learneth  Ins  end  here  below?      I  say,  do  you  not  meddle 
in  any  sorte,  nor  give  your  jestinge  too  freely  among  them  you 
know  not;  obey  the  Lord  Deputy  in  all  thin.^s,  but  give 'not 
your  opuuon;  it  may  be  hearde  in  England.    ^Tho'  you  obey 
yet  seem  not  advise  in  anye  one  pointe;  your  obeysanee  may 
be,  and  must  be,  construed  well;  but  your  counsell  may  be  ill 
thought  of.     You  have  now  a  secret  from  one  that  wishes  you 
all  welfare  and  honour.     1  know  there  are  overlookers  set  on 
you  all.      ho  God  direct  your  discretion.      Sir  ^Villiam  h'nolles 
IS  not  well  pleased.     The  quene  is  not  well  pleased.     The  I  ord 
Deputy  may  be  pleased  nowe,  but  I  sore  feare  what  may  happen 
hereafter.     The  heart  of  man  licth  close  hid  ottime;  men  do 
not  carry  it  in  their  hand,  nor  should  they  do  so  that  wish  to 
thrive  m  these  times  and  places;  I  say  this  that  your  owne 
honestie  may  not  shcwe  itself  too  muche,  and  turn  to  your  own 
ill^  fixvour.     Stille  your  understandinoe  as  much  as  nuu-  be 
nnn.lo  your  bookes,  and  make  your  jestes,  but  take  luvci  who 
they  light  on.     My  love  hath  overcome  almoste  my  confidence 
and  truste  which  my  truthe  and  place  demandethe.     J  have 
saide  too  much  for  one  in  my  occupation,  and  yet  too  little  fbr 
a  Iriend  and  kinsman,  who  putteth  himselfe  in  this  harde  tryal 
or  your  advantage.      You  have  diflicult  matters  to  encounter 
beside  lyronc  and  the  rebels;  there  is  little  heede  to  be  had  to 
shewe  of  aflection  in  state  business:   1  finde  thys  by  those  I 
discourse  with  daily,  and  those  too  of  the  wiser  sorte      W  my 
Lord  Treasurer  had  lived  longer,  matters  would  go  on  surer 
He  was  our  greate  pilote,  on  whom  all  caste   their  eyes  .aid 
soughte  their  safety.     The  queue's  highness  doth  often'  speake 
of  him  in  tears,  an<l  turn  asyde  when  he  is  discoiu'sed  of-  nay 
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even  forbiddetli  any  mention  to  be  made  of  his  name  in  tlie 
council.  Tliis  I  leurne  by  some  friendcs  who  are  in  good 
likinge  with  Lord  Buckhurst.  JNTy  sister*  bearethe  this  to  you, 
but  doth  not  knowe  what  it  cont;iinethe,  nor  would  I  disclose 
to  any  woman  my  dealinges  in  this  sorte;  for  danger  goeth 
abroad,  and  silence  is  the  safest  armour.  The  deathe  of  Jvins: 
Philip  was  good  news  to  our  realme.  God  did  seeme  to  jnmisli 
his  vain  glorie  both  in  life  and  deathc;  it  is  reported  he  was 
eaten  up  of  loathsome  vermin,  and  we  knowe  what  troid)les  he 
endureil  aforetime,  and  yet  got  little  good  but  in  his  Portugal 
businesse.  God  speedc  youv  journies  and  keepe  you  safelie  to 
return  to  us  againe.      So  wishethe  and  praiethe 

"  Your  lovinge  kinsman  and  iViendc 

"  PiOB.  Makkiiam." 

Thoroton  describes  a  very  singular  contract  entered  into 
between  Rol)ert  Markham  and  others,  which  may  probably  be 
accounted  for  on  Markham's  part  from  the  scarcity  he  was 
reduced  to  by  his  extravagance. 

"  In  the  year  1574,  a  threefold  exchange  was  made  between 
Robert  Markham  of  Gotham,  Esquire,  who  passed  his  lands  in 
Ivelvington,  Alverton,  and  Balingtonf  to  Robert  Staunton, 
Esquire,  who  passed  his  in  Clay]3ole  to  Anthony  Thorold, 
Esquire,  Avho  passed  his  to  Robert  IMarkham.  But  Robert 
Staunton  had  the  hardest  bargain,  for  he  gave  not  only  six 
pounds  per  annum  more  rent  of  land  to  his  coiisin  Thorold, 
but  also  forty  pounds  in  money  to  his  cousin  IMarkham. 
This  was,  after  two  or  three  years'  talking  of,  at  length  agreed 
on  and  elVeeted  at  Gotham  Sept.  18,  1574." 

In  the  thirteenth  of  Elizabeth,  Sir  Robert  Markham  was 
knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  Nottingham,  and  high 
sheriff  in  the  same  year.  In  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  the  same 
reign  he  again  served  the  oflice  of  high  sherilF,  and  Avas  elected 
again  in  the  thirty-fir,st  of  Elizabeth  as  knight  of  the  shire  lor 
the   same   county.      He  was   in  considerable  repute   with   his 

*  Sanchia,  wife  of  William  de  Ilardwicke. 

"f"  These  seem  to  have  been  outlyiiiy  estates,  and  the  exchange  was  cflected  fur 
the  purpose  of  making;  each  estate  more  compact. 
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royul  misti-css,  and  was  a  stout  man  at  arms,  eai-iiing  lur  him- 
self a  place  in  that  distich  of  the  maiden  queen  in  which  she 
celebrated  her  four  Nottinghamshire  kniohts. 

"  Gervase  the  gentle,*  Staiiliope  tliu  stout, 
Markhain  the  lion,  and  Sutton  the  lout." 

Wlien  Sir  Kohert  died  I  have  not  discovered,  but  he  wus 
living  during  a  great  part  of  James  the  First's  reign,  as  we  iind 
by  u  letter  from  "his  goode  cousin"  Sir  John  narringtun, 
wherein  lie  recounts  the  exploits  ol"  Essex  against  the  rel^eis, 
dated  1600,  thus  outliving  the  disgrace  of  his  kinsman  Sir 
Grillin  Markliam,  which  fur  ;i  time  threw  a  cloud  over  the 
i'amily.  Sir  Robert  was  married  twice,  first  to  J\hny,  daughter 
of  Sir  Francis  Leeke,  and  secondly  to  Jane,  dau<diter  of 
William  Burnell,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  named  Ho<'-er,  who 
died  without  issue. 

By  his  first  wife  he  had  live  sons,  Robert,  avIio  suc- 
ceeded him,  rVancis,  (Jervase,  John,  and  Godfrey;  and  three 
daughters,  the  youngest  of  whom,  named  Gertrude,  was  married 
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*  Sir  (Icrvase  Clifton,  o(  (Mifton,  callod  "  gentle  Sir  (iervase. 
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to  Sir  Thomas  Sadlcir  of  Standcn  Court  in  Ilertfordshirc. 
J  To  was  the  sou  of  Sir  Kalph  Sadlelr,  ivnight  Banneret,  tlie 
eminent  statesman  and  audjassador  in  t1ierei<^-n  of  Ifenry  VIII. 
Sir  Thomas  and  Ins  wile  (jiertrude  entertained  Jan)es  I.  in 
liis  jn-ogress  from  Scothxud  A.D.  160,'}.  They  had  issue  one 
daiioliter  (Jertrude,  and  ludpli,  of  whom  Isaac  Wahon  makes 
Venator  speak.  "  To-morrow  morning  we  sliall  meete  a  puek 
of  otter  dogs  of  noble  ]\Ir.  Sadlier,  upon  Amwell  Hill,  who 
will  be  there  so  early  that  they  intend  to  prevent  the  sun 
rising."  There  is  a  monument  of  Sir  Thomas  and  liis  lady 
in  Standen  ehurcli. 

Of  the  sons  of  Sir  Robert  we  will  first  speak  of  Francis,  Avho 
has  given  us  a  few  interesting  memoranda  of  his  own  life, 
which  are  so  well  calculated  to  point  out  tlic  manner  of  the 
(education  of  the  cadets  of  good  families  in  Enjj-land  at  that 
time,  that  they  are  well  worth  reading. 

"  FiiANCis  IMarkkam,  second  son  of  Kobcrt  JMarkham  of 
(■otham,  borne  7  Eliz.  on  Wednesday  at  afternoon  between 
t(;u  aiul  eleven,  July  25.  First  brought  up  at  my  Lord  of 
Pembroke's,  whose  wife  was  Catherine,  daughter  to  y'=  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  whose  mother  and  his  were  cousin  germans. 
Brought  up  after  10  years  with  Bilson,  schoolmaster  oi.' 
Wincliester  and  al'ter  bishop  there.  After,  I  was  put  to 
Adrianus  de  Saraina,  at  Southampton,  a  schoolmaster,  who 
gviing  to  his  country,  tlio  I  .owe  Coiuitries,  my  lord  jiut  nu'  to 
one  Maliu,  a  lowe  fellowe,  schoohnaster  at  Faules.  Then,  l,j82, 
my  lord  ])Ut  me  to  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge,  to  my 
tutor  Dr.  Hammond,  and  allowed  me  forty  marks  per  annum. 
My  tutor  departing,  lei't  me  at  Dr.  Gray.  I  contemned  him, 
and  went  to  y^  warrs.  Whereat  my  lord  was  angry  and  cut 
oil'  my  pension.  So  lived  I  in  disgrace,  till  1  submitted  my- 
self to  my  father  1586,  wlio,  seeing  my  disposition  to  go  with 
Sir  William  Pelham  into  y°  Lowe  Countrys  to  y"  warr.  Sir 
William  died,  I  returned,  fell  to  stiuiye  the  lawe  in  laMH,  and 
after  at  (Iray's  inn.  My  mother  liked  it,  and  allowed  me 
ct*4()  per  annum.  Yet  had  1  but  i:.'15;  so  J  was  limine  to  leave 
lawe,  aiul  got  y"    I'^arl  of  Shrewsbury  to  commend  me  to   Sir 
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Robert  Sidney,  Governor  of  Vlisscn,  wliere  liopinf^'  u  Captain's 
place,  but  put  olF. 

"  I  yet  went  wltli  y"  Protestants  under  y^  Prince  of  llalnault, 
warre  belnge  between  y*^  liouse  of  Poraine  and  lirandenburgli, 
when  y"  matter  was  agreed  alK)iit.  So  I  left  to  studye  ci\i) 
law  at  Ileldelburgh  Feb.  12,  15i).'J,  but  returned  to  luinhnul 
1594,  and  attempted  marriage  with  y"  widow  of  my  coseu 
John  Markham  of  Sedgebrolce.  I  prevailed  not.  I  thought 
to  go  with  my  Lord  of  Essex  Into  Prance;  I  got  a  companie 
and  was  captaine.  After,  fo]h)wed  y®  courte,  lioplng  from  my 
Lord  of  Ilsscx;  he  in  trouble,  y'^  Stanliopes  and  (Jecll  crossing 
liim,  I  was  crossed.  Yet  followed  my  l^ord  of  Essex  Into 
Ireland,  and  liad  a  company.  Aftei-  returning,  living  in  hopes, 
spent  time  at  y^  courte  till  weary.  I  withdrew,  bought  a 
house  in  Fowlwood  Forest,  went  there  to  study;  Sir  Francis 
Vere  drawne  agalne  to  y"  Lowe  Countries.  I  was  at  iiolenden 
garrisoned;  y^  governor  got  Sir  Francis  Vere  to  excuse  his 
neglect,  and  cast  me,  which  proved,  y^  States  promls-ed  me  v" 
next  company,  which  1  refused. 

"  Sold  my  house,  only  left  a  termo  of  twenty-one  years:  y^ 
Queene  died.  Shortly  Sir  Grlllln  Markham  a  traitor,  whereat 
our  name  disgraced.  Shortly  1  was  arrest  lor  debt;  lay  fifteen 
weeks  for  Sir  Harry  Disney;  at  last  by  Isabel  y*  Countesse  of 
Kiitland,  y^  Lord  Monteagle,  y"  Lord  Sidney,  and  Sir  Francis 
Vere,  got  my  deliverance.  I  attempted  to  woo  the  huly, 
tlirice  God  bless  her,  Countesse  of  Derby  and  Cumberland,  but 
y^  lady  her  sister  prevented  me.  I  grew  acquainted  -with  a 
widow  Mrs.  Dorothy  Lovell,  whose  daughter  Mary  I  married 
June  3,  1608,  borne  Jan  6,  1593.  J  rallied  with  ten  ladies. 
Lady  Arundella,  Arundel,  Shrewsbury,  Derby,  Cumberland, 
Tluntiiig<lon,  Pembroke,  Hertford,  l)orset,  and  I'Jlingham, 
each  venturlntr  £20  for  a  iewel  worth  J^IOO.  1  woune  and  <'()t 
help.  I  was  poore:  my  Lord  Cook  condng  to  Nottingham,  I 
cast    to    jneet    him   as  an   allye:    my  nephew*    mairying   his 


*  Ralph  SinUeir,  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas  S;uUeir,  ami   (ki trinlc,  the  sister  uf 
Francis  Marl<h;un.      lie  married  a  daiigliter  of  Sir  I'^ilwanl  ('ul<c-. 
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daugliter,  lio  graced   mc.      Some  of  my  iHciids   there,  seein- 
my  want,  wished  me  to  lal)our  to  l)e  INF— tev  M— r.     Mr.  A\^jod 
of  Laneby,   1  most  hound  to   ]ilm.      So    I    IVamed   a  petition 
to  the   counsel,    tlio'   a   Avhyle    my    Lord   Chancellor  put   olK, 
yet   the    State  agreed  that  in   every  ..hire  there  should    lie   a 
M— ter  M— r.      I'hen    1   Imd   commi.ssion  ibr  it.      Then   had    I 
another  I'rom  the  Bishop    ibr  y^'  Clergy  ('  that   they  ajid  every 
of  them  make  such  reasonable  allowance,  ibr  your  |)anes  and 
charges  to  be  susteyned  in  yt  behall"  as  hath  been  accustomed, 
and  therein  to  use  your  best  (hligence  and  discretion  without 
partiality,  given  at  Jiishopthorpe,  13  (jct,  1613.'),  then  y'^  laity 
was  £40  per  ann.     'Jdien  i   brought  my  wilb  to  Xottingham, 
whom  1  had  married  at  Htteen  years  of  age,  and  now  at  twenty 
years.      In  August  8,    1614,   i   had  a  daughter   h^ranccs.     Jn 
1616  at  Nottingham,  St.  Mary's  (Jate,  my  sonne   William  was 
borne,  y«   Lord  Jioos,  y^   Lord   Zouch,   and  y«  Lady    Stanhop 
were  patrini." 

^  Jn  these  extracts  we  lind  oidy  a  few  memoranda  relating  to 
his  private  lifb,  never  probably  intended  to  see  the  light,°but 
at  this  distance  of  time   there  can  be  no  object  in  concealing 
them,  and   tliey  certainly  give  a  Ihir  insight  into  the  mode  o1' 
life  of  those   times.      From   other  sources,  J   lind   that  Francis 
was  oteeuied  an  excellent  soldic^r,  having  not   only  served   in 
tlie  Low  Countries,  but  with  considerable  disthiction  in  Ireland 
under  Essex,  where  he  was  wounded  by  a  musket-ball  through 
the  cheek;   and   was   in   great   estimation    with  many   of  the 
leading  men  of  the  period.     Nor  was  he  without  talent  as  an 
author,   and    was   well    skilled    in   both   modern   an<l   ancient 
languages.       Jle    publishe.l    a   work    entitled    -The    Book    of 
Honour,"  written  in  live  decades  or  epistles,  each  dedicated  to 
diillirent  noblemen,  and  the  whole  work  to  the  King;   an<l  also 
live  decades  of  e])istles  of  war.*     ]  le  compiled  also  tl.'e    History 
of  his   flimily  which  has    been   of  much  assistance  in   i.uttino- 

i  O 

*  On  tl.e  title   i.ago   of  tl.o  epistles  of  war  is  a  curious  lU-Liow  motto,  not   very 
w.ll  written,  ninpt^t  Di-^^D  b     The    interpretation    appears    to   i>e    "O  Lord 
ren.en.ber  Murld.an.."     The  l.ook  bears  the  date  16-J2;aud  is  a  series  of  (reatisel 
on  tiio  arms  and  duties  of  the  several  offieers  and  men  of  an  army. 
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togctlier  these  memoirs.  It  is  in  mamiseript,  nud  entitled 
"  Genealogy  or  Petegre  of  Miirkhtinis  of  JNhukliam,  Gotham, 
Oxtoii,  Ollerton,  and  Sedgebrooke;  finished  at  the  charge  and 
panes  of  Francis  Markham,  second  son  of  llobert  Markham 
of  Cotham,  July  27th,  1601."  'fhe  time  of  his  death  does 
not  appear,  but  it  probably  took  place  belbre  the  breaking  out 
of  the  civil  war. 


Gehvase  IMarkham,  the  third  son  of  Kobert,  born  about  the 
year  1566,  was,  like  his  brother  Francis,  both  a  soldier  and  a 
scholar.  In  the  I'ormer  capacity,  after  having  been  engaged  in 
the  wars  on  the  European  battle-ground  of  tlie  Low  Countries, 
he  followed  Ksscx  into  Ireland,  and  served  under  his  command 
Avith  credit,  in  company  with  his  brothers  Francis  and  Godfrey. 
In  the  latter  years  of  his  long  life,  Gervase  took  an  active  part 
in  the  civil  wars,  and  served  as  a  Captain  under  Charles  1. 

He  is  better  known  however  in  the  literature  of  his  day,  and, 
though  he  never  arrived  at  a  very  high  ])itch  of  fan\e,  he  Avas 
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not  only  a  voluiniiious,  Imt  a  very  popuhir  writer.  "  One 
piece  of"  (Iraniatio  poetry,"  says  l.angbaiac,  "  wliicli  lie  lias 
published,  will  slieAV  that  he  saeridced  to  Apollo  and  the 
Muses,  as  well  as  to  ]\Iars  and  i'allas.  'I'his  play  is  extant 
under  the  title  of  Herod  and  Antipater,  printed  in  1022,  hut 
was  played  by  the  company  ot"  the  Revels  at  the  Ked  iUdl, 
many  years  before."  in  an  anonymous  satire  printed  in  1598, 
called  "  Skialethiii,  or  a  Shadow  ol'Truth,"  he  is  thus  mentioned. 

Marlihani  is  consurod  for  his  want  of  iilot,-^^™'"*^®^^®'!^ 
Yet  otliurs  think  tiiat  no  deep-staining  blot; 
For,  thoiigli  his  plot  be  poor,  his  suliject'  s  rich, 
And  his  muse  s(jars  a  falcon's  gallant  pitch. 

In  the  year  1595  he  published  "  The  most  honorable  Tra- 
godie  of  Sir  liichard  Grenville,  Knight,"  a  heroic  poem  dedi- 
cated to  Lortl  Mountjoy.  A  co])y  of  this  wi)rk  in  the  yc-AV 
1788  was  l)ought  by  the  IJight  Honourable  Thumas  Grenville 
at  the  enormous  price  of  forty  pounds  nineteen  shillings,  con- 
sisting of  only  ninety  pages.  Jn  the  same  year  appeared  from 
Ins  pen  "  The  Poem  of  litems,  or  Sion's  J\[use,  containing  the 
divine  Song  of  King  Solomon,"  *  in  eight  eclogues  This  book 
was  reprinted  the  following  year,  and  deilicated  to  "The  .--acred 
Virgin  divine  Mistress  l-di/abelh  Sidney,  sole  daughter  oi"  the 
ever-adnur(Hl  Sir  rhilij)  Sidney."  In  1507  he  issut.nl  another 
work  para[)hrastically  translated  from  the  French  of  Madame 
I'etau  JNIaulette,  called  "  Devereux;  or  Mrtue's  'J'ears  for  the 
Loss  of  the  most  (^,'luistian  King  Henry,  third  of  that  name. 
King  of  France:  and  the  untimely  Death  of  the  most  noble  and 
heroical  gentleman,  Walter  Devereux,  who  was  slain  before 
Koan  in  France."! 

In  1600,  he  produced  "  The  Tears  of  the  15elo\  ed,  or  Lamen- 
tation of  St.  John,  concerning  the  Death  and  Fassion  of  Christ 
Jesus  our  Saviour."  Jn  KJOl,  he  published  "Marie  Magda- 
lene's Lamentations  for  the  Loss  of  her  Master  Jesus. "J 


*   Drake's  "Shakespeare  and  his  Times." 

f   Cunsura  Liteiaria,  Uritish  15il)liographer,  Langhaine. 

I   Ilaslewood. 
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Ariosto's  Satires  came  out  in  IGOB,  and  in  the  same  year 
"  Tlie  Diimbe  Knight;*  a  pleasant  eomeilie  acted  buiuhy 
times  by  tlie  cliildren  of  his  MaJL-sty's  revels." 

In  1009,  he  published  "  'riie  Famous  Whore,  or  Noh]o  Cour- 
tezan, containing  tlie  lamentable  Comj)laint  of  I'aulina  the 
famous  Ivoman  Courtezan,  sometime  iMistresse  njilo  the  Car- 
dinal llippolito  oi'Este,"  translated  into  verse  from  tlie  Italian. 

Though  GervasG  Markham's  muse  Avas  not  capable  of  the 
highest  llights,  yet  from  some  writers  he  has  obtained  a  full 
meed  of  praise;  his  name  however  as  an  author  is  not  so  much 
founded  un  his  poetical  as  on  his  prose  Avorks,  which  were  very 
niunerous,  and  much  diversllied  as  to  subject. 

The  lirst  work  which  was  known  of  his  was  printed  at 
London  in  the  year  loiJ.'},  under  the  name  of  "  A  Discourse 
on  Horsemanshippe,  Avherein  the  breedinge  and  ri.linge  uf 
horses  for  service  in  a  brief  maimer  is  more  methodically  sette 
doAvne  than  hathe  been  heretoi;)re."  Also  "  The  manner  to 
choose,  trayne,ryde, and  dyet  both  Hunting  Horses  and  Kunnin.r 
Jlorses,  Avith  all  the  Secretes  thereunto  belonging,  discovered; 
an  art  never  heretofore  Avritten  by  any  author."  "  Krano  assai 
poco  spero,  nulla  chiegio,"  dedicated  to  "  the  right  worship- 
ful and  his  singular  good  father  Kobert  Markhani  of  Cotham, 
iu  the  county  of  Nottingham,  osiiuire,  by  Jervis  I\Iarkham." 
His  other  works  on  this  subject  are,  "  The  Ihilhl'ul  Farrier;" 
"The  i\laster])iece;"  "The  JMethode  or  l<:])iton)e;"  and  his 
'I  Cavalaria,"  dedicated  to  Charles  Frince  of  Wales,  iu  the 
folloAvIng  verses — 

Wln^n  witlt  severer  judgment  I  lieliokl 

'I'lie  ciustoiuary  luiliits  of  our  nation, 
Notliing  I  tin. I  so  strong  or  uncontrolled 

As  is  of  groat  men's  acts  the  imitation. 

U'lionce  comes  it  that  to  imitate  your  praise 
Our  lesHer  great  ones  (that  would  else  neglect 

The  noblest  acts  of  virtue)  now  do  raise 
'I'heir  spirits  up  to  lovo  what  you  respect? 
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O  may  jou  ever  live  to  teaoli  tlieni  tlius 

Tliose  noble  iicts,  wliicli  get  the  nolile  name; 
And  may  the  grace  you  do  the  art  and  us, 
Live  to  outlive  time,  memory,  and  fame. 
That  many  ages  hence  the  world  may  say 
You  gave  this  art  tlie  life  shall  ne'er  decay. 

Gi;iiVA«K  Mark  HAM. 

Ojie  work  more  I  ouglitto  add,  wlilcli  came  accidentally  into 
my  hands  souk^  years  ago  in  manuscript,  with  a  very  (jiiaint 
title  "  Lc;  Muri'St;ale,  or  the  Horse  RlarshaiL  ^Vlsothnse  secrets 
whicJi  I.  practise,  but  never  imparted  to  any  man."  it  is  a 
very  singular  production. 

The  next  most  voluminous  suhjcct  that  engaged  our  author's 
attention  was  husbandry,  on  which  he  [>ul)lished  not  less  than 
seven  or  eight  separate  works,  whi(;h,  with  his  books  on  horses, 
were  in  the  highest  repute  till  the  beginning  of  the  present 
oentiuy,  and  ])assed  through  an  incredible  number  of  editions. 
Jt  would  be  tedious  here  to  enter  into  their  various  merits;  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  mention  their  names:  "The  English 
Husbandman,"  1613;  "The  Country  Farm,"  1(U();  "Cheap 
and  Good  Husbandry,"  13  editions;  "  A  Fan.'well  to  Husbandry," 
10  editions;  "The  Way  to  get  Wealth,"  14  editions;  "  The 
\Vhole  Art  ol"  Husbandry;"  "  The  ICnrichmcut  of  the  \\\'ald  of 
Kent,"  a  edilioi\s;  and  " 'fhe  I'higlish  lloubowil'c." 

In  addition  to  these,  the  sports  of  the  lield  engaged  his  atten- 
tion, for  he  was  an  inveterate  sportsman,  and  "  sold  an  Arabian 
liorse  to  .lames  I.  for  the  siun  of  live  liundred  pounds." 
Among  the  books  he  published  on  this  suhject  Avere:  "Tin; 
Pleasures  of  J^i'inces,  containing  a  Discoui'se  on  the  Arte  of 
lishinir  with  the  An<>le,  and  of  breeding  the  Fi<ditinue  Cock;" 
"  ( .'Oimtry  Contentments;"  "  Hunger's  Prevention,  or  the  Whole 
Art  of  Fowling,  by  Water  and  Land;"  "  The  Art  of  Archerie;" 
and  "  The  Perfect  Horseman."  The  ostensible  pro(i's:sion  of 
Gervase  was  that  of  arms,  and  his  experience  on  this  subject  lias 
been  given  to  the  world  in"  The  Soldier's  Accidence, or  an  li^tro- 
duction  to  JMilitary  l)isci[)liiie;"  and  "  fhe  SoKllcr's  Fxercise:" 
to  which  is  very  near  allied  his  "  Honour  in  his  Perfection,  or  a 
Treatise  in  Conanendationof  the  V^irtues  of  several  Noblemen." 
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One  more  production  remains  to  be  mentioned,  wliicli  is  on 
l<]nglish  lienildvy :  "  Tlic  Gentleman's  Academy;  (n-,  the  B(juk 
of  St  Alban's,  by  Jidianu  Berners,  now  reduced  into  a  b(!tter 
methodc  by  .lei'vase  Markliam,  ami  diidicattjd  to  the?  (Seiitlemcn 
oC  l^ig-Iand,  and  all  the  good  lcllowHln|»  ol"  Huntsmen  and 
Falconers."  * 

(lervase's  education  was  of  the  highest  order,  for  he  was  n(jt 
only  esteemed  a  good  classical  scholar,  but  was  perfect  master 
of  the  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish  languages.  J  le  was  never 
at  a  luss  I'or  a  subject  lor  his  ])en,  and  nunc  appears  to  have 
been  ever  rejected  by  him.  Husbandry,  housewifery,  farriery, 
horsemanship,  military  tactics,  hunting,  hawking,  fowling, 
fishing,  archery,  heraldry,  poetry,  romances,  and  the  drama, 
all  shared  his  attention  and  (exercised  his  genius  and  industry. 
His  popularity  was  universal,  and  his  knowledge  in  some  of 
these  biiuiches  luiri vailed,  and  such  w^as  his  reputation  on 
matters  concerning  tlie  diseases  of  horses  and  cows,  that  the 
booksellers  ol)tained  his  signature  in  l(il7  to  a  ])aper  to  the 
Ibllowing  etlect — 

"  Mem.  That  I  Gervase  Markham  of  Fondon,  Gent,  do 
promise  hereafter  never  to  Avrite  any  more  book  or  books  to  be 
printed  of  the  diseases  or  cures  of  any  cattle,  horse,  ox,  or  cow, 
sheepe,  swine,  or  goates.  In  wltnesM'  whereof!  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  the  '24:i]\  dale  of  <Iidv,  1(517. 

"GicitVASE  IMakkham." 

Gervase  was  equally  successful  in  his  other  publications, 
which  were  always  read  with  avidity;  and  even  as  a  poet,  fur 
in  Fngland's  I'arnassus,  16G0,  he  is  cpiotcd  thirty-four  times, 
forming  the  greatest  number  of  extracts  taken  from  minor 
bards  in  the  book. 

Having  now  given  some  account,   though  a  very  iinjierli'ct 

*  .luliuiia  Hi;niei'B,  tlio  jn'ibri'ss  of  Soi>\vell  Nunnery,  in  llertfortlsliii-u,  in  tlio 
youv  A.D.  140(),  \vi-oteii  l)ook  called  "  Treatises  of  lla\vi;ing,  Hunting,  Coat  .Armour, 
I<'isliing,  and  IJla/ing  Aims,  jirinted  at  Westminster  by  Wyiikyn  de  Worde,  in  tlie 
year  of  tile  ineariiation  of  our  Lord  M.ccc»\Lxxxxvi.'"  She  was  the  dauglUcr  of 
Sir  James  Derners,  of  Itoding  lierners,  whose  son  JJifhaid  was  created  ISaron 
Berners  temp.  Heniy  VI.  A  new  edition  was  enlarged  upon  and  [luldished  in 
ahout  159(3,  hy  Gervase  Marltluun,  and  another  in  lilack  letter  in   ]S(IL-  ('.  K.  iM. 
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one,  of  his  literary  lite,  let  iis  next  turn  to  sonic  particulars  of  a 
more  stirring  nature,  relating  to  circuinstanees  however  which 
rellect  but  little  credit  on  the  actors  in  them,  and  are  still  less 
favourable  to  the  habits  of  the  period.  'J'lie  iirst  to  which  J 
allude  is  stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Jvlitor  of  the  "  (Jensura  Lite- 
raria,"  and  is  doid)tless  the  true  ver,sii)ii. 

"  On  the  27th  of  November,  IGKi,  Ahirkham  was  censured 
in  the  Star  Chamber,  ana  fined  in  the  sum  of  live  hundred 
pounds,  for  sending  a  challenge  to  Lord  Darcy."  A  folio 
mtmuscript  once  in  the  possession  of  the  late  J\Ir.  Gage 
Jiokewood  contains  the  proceedings  and  speeches  at  some 
lengtli,  from  which  it  a])pears  '"  that  the  case  excited  more 
than  usual  interest,  and  was  di;emed  of  high  importance  hy  the 
Lords  of  the  Star  Chandler,  as  no  fewer  than  the  following 
delivered  their  opinions  on  it:  the  King's  Attorney,  (Jhancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Secretary  Winwoud, 
Vicc-Chamberlain,  Bishop  of  Ely,  Bishop  of  London,  Master 
of  the  Wards,  Lord  Arundel,  Lord  Treasurer,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  quarrel  arose 
between  iMarkham  and  Lord  Darcy  from  his  lordship's  (k)g 
r)0wser  having  been  in  dang(!r  to  be  trodden  on  by  IMarkham, 
on  a  hunting  party  at  Sir  Gervase  Clifton's.  Well  may  we 
exclaim,"  savs  the  writer,  "  what  mighty  contests  rist.-  from 
trivial  things."  Hume  gives  a  dltlerent  version  of  the  story ; 
lie  states  that  Markham,  while  "  following  a  chace  where  Lord 
Darcy's  huntsman  was  exercising  his  lioimds,  kept  closer  to  the 
dogs  than  was  thought  proper  by  the  huntsman,  who,  beside 
other  rudeness,  gave  him  foid  language,  which  ALxrkhain 
returned  with  a  stroke  of  his  whip,  'idie  fellow  threatened  to 
complain  to  his  master.  Gervase  replied,  if  his  master  shoidd 
jiistily  such  insolence  lie  woidd  serve  hlui  in  the  same  manner, 
or  words  to  that  effect.  Markham  was  summoned  belore  the 
Star  Chamber,  and  lined  10, 000/.  So  fine  a  thiiuj  was  it  in 
those  days  to  be  a^Lord!"  a  natural  rellccllon,  says  Hume,  ui 
Lord  Laiisdowne  in  relating  this  iiicidi/nt.* 

*  Hume  is  cjuite  wrong.       He  cutis  C)ci's;\se  JSir  (teorgo,  wlici-oas  tluiv  wa.--  no 
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The  other  cii-cuinstiUicc  is  of  a  ihor!  j-erioua  luttuio,  and 
atlordsi  Ijut  a  biul  iinpressioii  ul'  tiic  \'iulent  nieusuros  thut  weio 
so  readily  resorted  to  in  those  (.hiy.s  to  wipe  out  a  hasty  word 
or  gratify  revenge. 

"  It  seems  there  had  been  u  treaty  between  the  old  Earl  oi" 
Shrewsbury  and  Sir  William  Holies,  concerning-  a  marriage 
between  his  grandson  John  and  a  kinswoman  oi'  the  l']arl.  To 
which  motion,  whether  he  meant  it  in  earnest  or  pretending  it 
oidy  I'or  fear  of  displeasing  his  grandllither,  he  seemed  iiot 
unwilling,  so  that  every  one;  thought  that  Ik;  would  ha\e  [)ro- 
cecided.  But  al'lc^r  the  ileecase  of  theni  both  (lor  ( Jeoig'e  I'^arl 
of  Shrewsbiu'y  and  Sir  William  Holies  died  in  the  same  year), 
liking  Mrs.  Stanhope  better,  he  married  her,  and  relincpiished 
the  Earl's  kinswoman. 

"'J'his  tlie  Karl  took  as  the  greatest  affront,  the  rather 
because  Sir  Thomas  Stanhope  and  the  Earl  were  grt.'at  eiu-mies. 
The  [)rocess  ol"  this  diHiMence  caused  a  great  deal  of  tronble 
aiul  some  loss  ol' life  ;  for  first  Uoger  Orme,  who  was  then  Sir 
ilohn  Holies'  servant,  though  afterwards  a  cajirain  in  Ireland  and 
the  Low  Countries,  fbnght  a  tlnel  with  one  Pudsey,  gentleman 
of  the  horse  to  the  ]<]arl  of  Shrewsbury,  in  which  I'lulsey  was 
slain.  And  this  quarrel  arose  upon  the  groiuul  of  the  dillerenee 
bi'tween  their  masters.  Tlu'  I'arl  eag'erlv  prosecuted  (hMue'> 
lil'e,  but  Sii'  John  Ihilles  got  him  couNcved  to  licland,  and, 
matigre  the  Earl's  jiower,  proeui-ed  his  pardon  of  <^)neeu 
Elizabeth. 

"  [Tpon  Orme's  business  followed  that  of  hisoAvn  with  fJervase 
]\Tarkham,  so  much  talked  of  yet  in  these  parts.  (tervas(! 
JMarkham  Avas  a  great  confidant  of  the  Countess  of  Shrewsbury, 
and  was  usiudly  in  those  days  termed  her  champion.  A  proper 
handsome  gentleman  he  was,  and  of  great  courage.  He,  after 
Pndsey  was  slain,  let  fidl  some  passionate  words  accusing  Sir 
tlohn  Holies  as  the  cause  of  that  (piari-el,  and  as  being  guilty  of 


oiiu  of  that  name  iit  tlio  time,  and  tliu  fine  was  certainly  five  liiimlreii  and  not  ten 
tluiusiiiil  [i(Hin<l!i.  Iti  a  note  Ihiniu  .sayd  tluit  tiie  »tuiy  is  ililVeruntly  told  in 
lluharl's  Kuports,  p.  V20.     Sec  lliuae's  lliBtury  of  luii^laud,  eliap.  tm. 
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liis  dciith.      This  coining  to  tlic  ears  oC  Sir  John,  lie  ticiuls  liini 
u  cartcll  to  tliis  eilcct:— 

"  For  Gekyase  Makkham, — Whereas  you  liave  said  that  I 
was  guilty  of  that  villany  of  Ornic,  in  thu  thnitli  ot"  Pudsey; 
1  alUrin  that  you  lie,  and  lie  like  a  villain,  which  1  shall 
be  ready  to  make  good  upon  yourseli',  or  upon  any  gentleman 
my  e([ual, 

"John  Holles. 

"  Markham  returned  for  answer  that  he  accepted  the  ehalh'nge, 
and  would  accordingly  give  a  meeting  at  such  an  hour  alone, 
or  with  cither  ot"  them  a  boy  ol*  fourteen  or  under,  the  [)lace 
\Vorkso[)  l'ark,and  the  weapons  rapier  and  dagger.  Sir  John 
Holies,  allowing  of  the  other  circmnstances,  excepted  against 
the  place,  lieing  the  park  where  his  mortal  enemy  the  Karl  of 
Shrewsbury  then  lived,  wdiich  he  thought  m'lther  reasonable 
for  himself  to  admit,  nor  honorable  lor  his  enemy  to  propose, 
and  therefore  urged  that  a  more  ecpial  ])lace  be  assigned. 
Markhani  taking  a<lvaiitage  of  this,  as  if  he  declined  the 
encounter,  published  it  accordingly  to  his  disgrace.  J^'inding 
this  unworthy  dealing.  Sir  tlohn  Holies  resolved  to  take  that 
0[)portunity  which  fortune  shouhl  next  oiler  hiin  ;  and  such  a 
one  shortly  alter  olfered  him  on  the  tollowing  occasion.  To 
the  christening  of  his  second  son  Henzil  lloUes,  the  lady 
Stanhope  his  mother-in-law  was  invited  a  goduiolher,  after 
which  performed  she  returni-d  from  llaughton  to  Shelfovd,  and 
Sir  John  Holies  accompanying  her  part  of  the  way  over  the 
forest  of  Sherwood,  it  ibrtuned  that  Ciervase  ]\Lirkliam  and 
others  in  his  comj)any  met  them  and  passed  by.  So  soon  as  he 
saw  that  Markhani  was  passed,  he  took  leave  of  the  Lady  Stan- 
hope, galloped  after  and  overtook  him,  when  observing  how 
luiworthily  he  had  dealt  with  him,  they  both  alighted  and  drew 
their  rapiers.  I  have  heard  him  say  that  upon  the  lirst  encoun- 
ter he  iised  these  words,  "Markhani,  guard  yourself  better,  or 
1  shall  spoil  you  presently,"  (for  he  said  he  laid  as  open  to  lum 
as  a  child,)  ami  the  next  jiass  he  run  hiin  through  the  middle 
of  the  guts  up  to  the  hilt,  and  out  behind  toward  the  small  of 
the  back.     AVith  this  wound  Markhani  fell,  and  was  carried  olf 
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tlie  ground  by  those  in  his  company,  while  Sir  John  Holies 
with  his  servant  Ashton  and  a  groom,  who  only  were  with  him, 
returned  to  llaughton.  The  news  coming  to  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury  he  immediately  raised  his  servants  and  tenants,  t(j 
the  number  of  one  hundred  and  twenty,  with  a  resohition  to 
ajiprehcnd  Sir  John  Holies,  so  soon  as  he  should  know  that 
Markham's  wound  was  fiital  ;  which  Edmund  Lurd  Shcllield 
afterwards  Ivirl  of  Mnlgrave  understanding,  he  speedily  re- 
paired to  llaughton  with  threescore  in  his  retinue  out  of  Lin- 
colnshire, to  assist  his  cousin  german  in  case  the  Earl  should 
attempt  anything.  An  old  servant  of  Sir  John  Holies  told  mo 
he  was  present  when  the  Lord  Sheffield  came,  and  that  his 
master  going  forth  to  meet  him,  he  asked  him  how  it  was  with 
Markharn.  He  replied  that  lie  thought  the  greatest  danger 
was,  he  had  spoiled  his  gallantry.  "  J  hear,  cousin,"  says  the 
Lord  Shcllield,  "  that  my  Lord  of  Shrewsbury  is  prepared  to 
trouble  you  ;  trdce  my  wortl,  before  he  carry  you,  it  shall  cost 
many  a  broken  pate;"  and  he  went  in  and  remained  at 
Haughton  until  they  had  certain  account  that  IMarkham  was 
past  danger;  who  indeed  recovered,  and  lived  after  to  be  an 
old  man,  but  never  after  eat  supper  nor  received  the  sacrament, 
which  two  things  he  rashly  vowed  not  to  do  until  he  were 
n'veiigetl  "  * 

In  reading  the  accoinit  of  this  extraonlinary  outrage,  it  should 
be  rememberi'd  that  it  came  cliielly  from  partizans  of  the  house 
of  Holies,  and  that  if  Markham's  vei'sion  of  the  story  were 
given,  it  might  assume  for  him  a  more  favourable  aspect;  but 
however  this  may  be,  the  whole  affiar  throws  a  sad  disgrace  on 
the  government  of  a  civilized  country,  that  men  in  high  station 
shouUl  tlius  prepare  to  resist  the  due  execiition  of  the  laws  by 
violence,  which  it  is  boasted  at  that  time  were  observed  with 
the  greatest  respect. 

\Ve  will  now  conclude  this  accoimt  of  Gervase  in  the  words 
of  Langbaine,  who  says  that  "he  may  be  accounteil,  if  not 
'  xuuis  in  omnibus,'  at  least  a  benefactor  to  the  public  by  those 

*    IJiograjiliia  Britaniiica,  aif.  IldHea   (note  C'). 
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works  wliicli  he  left  behind  liiin,  wliich  without  doubt  will 
eternise  liis  name.  To  luive  lived  a  military  lile,  whieh  too 
often  engages  its  professors  in  a  lile  of  dissipation  and  pleasuif, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  have  furnished  liimsclt"  with  such 
various  knowledge,  and  to  be  skilled  in  so  many  languages, 
entitles  liiin  to  hold  no  small  rank  among  thone  who  have 
been  distinguished  for  ingciuiity."  lie  married  a  daughter  of 
J.  delsthorp,  l"]sf[.  by  whom  he  had  no  issue,  and  died  subse- 
tjueutly  to  the  yeai'  1G40,  at  a  vury  advanced  age. 

(jodli'cy  Markham,  the  fourth  son  of  liobert,  and  brother  of 
(iervase,  followed  the  prolession  of  arms.  All  however  tliat  is 
known  of  him  is  that  he  served  in  the  expedition  mider  L^ssex 
in  Ireland,  and  afterwards  took  up  arms  for  (,'harles  I.,  liolding 
a  ('aptain's  commission  ruuler  Sir  Marmadnke  J^angdale. 

lie  was  in  garrison  at  JN'ewark,  and  in  ihc  early  part  of  the 
year  1G44,  in  a  sortie  couunanded  by  Sir  Marmaduke,  they 
were  met  by  Colonel  Kossiter  at  Mi'lton,  wliere  tliey  had  a 
sharp  encounter  and  loss  on  both  sides.  Colonel  Tuke,  INlajor 
ICetlington,  and  (Japtain  Markham*  with  abttut  out-  hundred 
others  were  slain.      (jiodlVey  Ahukliam  was  never  marrieel. 

John  Markham,  the  llfth  son,  died  Avilhout  issue. 

Sir  Koleut  AIaukham  was  the  eldest  of  these  brothers,  and 
succeeded  to  the  paternal  estates  on  the  death  of  his  father. 
lie  is  described  by  Thoroton  as  "a  fatal  unthrift  and  destroyer 
of  this  eminent  iamily."  And  sure  luiough  he  does  not  belie 
him  (so  far  at  least  as  worldly  prosperity  goes),  tor  he  dissipated 
tlie  whole  of  the  enormous  patrimony  that  descendeil  to  him 
t'rom  his  ancestoi'S,  leaving  his  children  to  struggle  through  life 
as  their  various  exertions  and  the  blessing  of  ilivine  Providence 
enabled  them.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life.  Sir  Robert  pursued 
the  life  of  a  courtier,  and  seems  to  have  been  well  adajited  to 
succeed,  from  his  accomplishments  in  all  those  elegant  and 
athletic  feats  which  attract  so  nuich  attention.  In  a  letter  (iom 
Sir  Robert  Sidney  to  Sir  John  llarington  during  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  he  is  specially  mentioneil,  and  from  tlie  (puiint  style 

*    Wliiti'loi-lvo's  Mi-niorials. 
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of  the  composition,  it  iiiuy  not  l)c  uiuiss  to  transcribe  that  part 
in  wliich  the  scene  alluch'd  to  occurs. 

"  Her  ITiglmess,"  says  Sir  lloberl,  "  hath  done  honour  to 
my  poor  house  by  visitin^-  me,  and  seemed  much  y)leased  a  I 
wliat  we  did  to  please  her.  My  son  made  her  a  fair  sj)eecli,  to 
which  she  did  give  most  gracious  reply.  Tlie  women  did  (huice 
before  her,  whilst  the  cornets  did  salute  from  the  gallery  ;  ami 
she  did  vouchsafe  to  eat  two  mouthfidls  of  rich  condit  cake,  and 
drank  a  small  cordial  from  a  gold  cwp.  She  had  a  marvellous 
suit  of  velvet  borne  by  four  of  her  llrst  women  attendants  in 
rich  apparel:  two  ushers  did  go  befure,  and  at  going  up  stairs 
she  called  for  a  stall",  and  was  much  wearied  at  Aval  king  about 
the  house,  and  said  she  wishinl  to  come  another  day.  Six 
drums  and  six  trumpets  waited  in  the  court,  and  sounded  at 
her  approach  and  departure.  ]\fy  wile  did  bear  herself  in 
Avondrous  good  liking,  and  wasattiied  in  a  purple  kyrtle  fring(;d 
Avith  gold;  and  myself  in  a  rich  collar  of  nec'dle-Avork,  and  did 
Avear  a  goodley  stuff  of  the  bravest  cut  and  fashion,  Avith  an 
iinder-body  of  silver  and  loops. 

"The  (.)ne(Mi  was  much  in  lier  conmiendatlon  of  oui'  appear- 
anc(;s,  and  smiled  at  the  ladies,  who  in  their  dances  often  came 
up  on  to  the  st(!p  on  Avhich  the  seat  Avas  fixed,  to  make  their 
obi'vsance,  and  so  fell  back  into  their  order  aii'ain. 

"  The  )oung('r  Markhain  did  .several  gallant  (cats  on  a  horse 
belore  the  gate,  leaping  down  and  kissing  his  sword,  then 
mounting  swiftly  on  the  saddle,  ami  passed  a  lance  Avith  much 
skill. 

"  The  day  Avell  nigh  spent,  the  Queen  went  and  tasted  a  small 
l)everagc  Avhich  Avas  set  out  in  divers  rooms  Avhere  she  might 
pass,  and  then  in  much  order  Avas  atti'udcd  to  her  palace,  the 
cornets  and  triunpcts  sounding  througli  the  streets." 

Beyond  this  slight  insight  into  the  habits  of  his  early  life, 
there  is  little  to  recoimt,  save  a  list  of  the  various  pro})erties 
that  he  sold  to  adminlst(!r  to  his  necessities. 

Cotham,  Avhich  had  been  for  many  years  the  priiKij)al  sc^it 
of  the  JMarkhams,  was  sold  to  the  Duke  of  NcAvcastle,  and  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Poi'tland.       The  old  hall 
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was  Ijcautlfully  situated,  adjoining  the  walls  of  tlie  ckurcliyavd, 
on  a  lino  natural  platl'orni  overlooking-  part  of  the  vale  of 
Belvoir,  with  the  castle  and  rising  ground  forming  a  Ixnnidary 
far  away  to  the  left.  The  village  of  Stoke,  embosomed  in 
wood,  was  about  four  miles  distant  in  front.  On  this  hill  of 
Gotham  the  royal  army  formed  its  position  previous  to  tlie 
decisive  l)attle  of  Stoke,  and  I'roni  the  hall  that  crowned  the 
eminence  issued  Sir  John  j\hu-kham  and  his  retiuiu-rs  to  join 
the  standard  of  Henry  VI 1.  'J'he  Trent  Hows  througli  llu;  low 
giouuil  to  the  right,  where  still  may  be  seen  the  lijrd  where 
])art  of  the  Ji^arl  of  Lincoln's  forces  passed  through,  and  where 
the  ji'reatest  slau<rhter  of  his  troops,  himself  ainoni!- the  number, 
took  place.  Itgoesby  the  name  of"  The  JMind  Shire's  Steps," 
and  it  is  still  imagined  by  the  country  people  that  the  red 
colour  of  the  soil  thereabtiuts  receives  its  tincture  liom  the 
blood  that  was  spilt  on  tliat  occasion.  The  ground  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  old  hall  (of  which  now  only  the  founda- 
tions can  be  traced^  is  still  termed  The  Paiiks,  and  within  the 
memory  of  some  of  the  present  inhabitants  were  several  line 
old  thorns  and  oaks,  so  large  as  to  have  been  hollowed  out  for 
the  purpose  of  concealment  in  shooting  deer.* 

'J'lu;  estate  of  Mast  Markham  was  purchased  bv  Ivubert  \\\\~ 
litimsun,  ancestor  of  the  jui-sent  Sir  lltMlwi)rih;  InitlomscI  and 
l'dlvc,>sley  were  sold  to  Sir  W.  Swyfle;  Ski'llon  was  bought  by 
Sir  Thomas  in-nnett ;  Maplebeck  by  the  Earl  of  Clare;  and 
Boughton  became  the  property  of  Thomas  ]\larkham  of  tlie 
Ollerton  branch. 

Some  of  the  estates  had  already  left  the  liimily,  through  the 
dissipation  of  Sir  Kobert's  grandfather;  but  whither  the  Lin- 
colnshire property  went  1  have  not  been  able  to  trace. 

Sir  liobert  JMarkham  was  twice  married,  first,  tt^  Anna, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Warburton  of  Arley,  county  Chester;  and 

*  Mr.  IJootli,  who  inhuhita  tlio  farm  liousf  near  the  site  of  the  uhl  l\atl,  spoke 
witli  Uie  greatust  interest  of  the  exploits  of  its  former  inhabitaiUs,  tohi  many  stories 
of  tlie  family,  and  mentioned  the  liigh  res])eet  in  whiith  the  old  name  is  still  held 
hy  the  villagers. —  D.  F.  M. 
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secondly,  to  ^Vini^re(l,  daiigliter  of  Kobort  'I'liorokl,  l^sq.  of 
'J'haugh,  in  tlie  county  of  J^ineoln;  by  whom  he  luid  i^-suc 
Philip  iMavkham,  who  died  unmarried  at  Tluiu<di  in  1009. 

By  his  llrst  wife  he  had  eight  children,  four  sons  and  fuuv 
daughters.  She  died  in  the  year  U!()2,  and  licri  biii-ied  in  Cot- 
ham  church,  where  a  handsome  monument  is  erected  to  her 
memory. 


John  INIarkiiam,  the  eldest,  succeeded  his  fiither  in  whatever 
was  rescued  from  the  wreck  of  the  ancient  property;  and, 
adopting  a  courtier's  life,  the  usual  resource  of  an  im])overished 
gentleman  of  the  period,  was  promoted  to  theollice  of  Serjeant- 
at-Arms  to  James  1.,  a  post  of  much  more  importance  than  it 
is  at  the  pres(.!nt  day.  Who  the  lady  was  that  he  married,  J 
am  unable  to  discover;  he  had  however  issue  by  her,  from 
whom    was   descended    the   late    'iliomas    Maikham,  I^S([.  who 
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married,  in  tlie  year  1798,  Eleanor  Carne,  of  Nash,  in  the 
county  of  (jhiniorgan.  lie  served  the  cilice  of  lligli  Sheriff  of 
tliat  county  in  1805,  and  died  without  issue  at  Nash,  in  die 
year  1834. 

Jolin  JMarkham  died  the  26th  of  August  IGld,  to  whom  Ids 
wife  erected  a  monument  in  the  churdi  of  St.  Mary,  Isliu'-ton, 
with  tlio  i'ollowiug  inscription:  — 

He  was  lioth  gentlelike  Ixjni,  and  geiitleliki-  lired, 
And  ere  lie  dyed  was  well  iiiarryetl 
''  Unto  a  virtuous  and  lovinge  wyfe; 

Who,  losing  him,  loathed  her  own  lyfe, 
^Vhose  love  hath  built  this  for  eternity, 
That  he  may  still  be  had  in  nieniory,* 

Robert  Markhum,  the  second  son  of  Sir  Kobert,  followed  the 
profession  of  a  soldier,  and  was  engaged  in  the  reli<'ious  wars 
which  were  then  raging  in  Germany. 

In  1620,  James  I.  sent  2,200  men  to  the  assistance  of  liis 
son-in-law,  the  ill-fiited  Elector  Palatine.  They  crossed  the 
Ithine,  tind  were  ordered  by  Coinit  Alansfeldt  to  garrison  three 
important  towns,  Mannheim,  Heidelberg,  and  I'^rankendale. 
liobert  Markham,  under  the  conimiind  of  Sir  flohn  de  Burg, 
was  jiosted  in  the  latter  town,  whicli  was  inve>tiHl  hy  a  lar'-e 
tt)rce  uiuler  Don  (ionzali's  de  Cord.)\a,  in  <")ctol)(.'r  1621. 
This  was  the  last  town  the  I'dectoi'  luul  to  depend  ujion  to 
prevent  his  ruin;  and  the  gallant  Englishman  withstood  all  l\u'. 
shocks  of  tlu3  imperial  and  Bavarian  ti'oops  for  18  months. 
Sir  dohn  de  Burg  at  length  surrendered  by  order  of  the  kino- 
on  April  18,  1623. 

Shortly  after  the  siege  of  Frankendale,  Kobert  Markham 
returned  to  luigland,  and  when  the  Duke  of  lUickingham  was 
litting  out  his  expedition  against  France,  he  became  a  Captain 
in  Sir  John  de  Burg's  regiment.  The  fleet,  consisting  of  90 
ships,  and  7000  soldiers,  sailed  June  27,  1627.  Buckinahani, 
than  whom  a  more  incompetent  general  never  existed,  attacked 
the  Isle  of  Bhe,  where,  after  sustaining  groat  loss,  the  re"-iment 

*  Maitland,  Hist.  I.ond. 
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of  Sir  John  (1(3  Burg  cflei^ted  ii  landing.  Five  days  tlien  elaps( d, 
during  wlnt;h  time,  Thoyras,  tlm  Frtni(.'Ji  Commander,  succc(j(lcd 
in  provisioning  liis  eitadol :  and  ^vlK'n  llie  atta(.'k  was  made  by 
tlie  luiglisli  t]-oops,  tliey  were  re])ulsL'd  \villi  great  slauglitcr. 
Sir  John  de  lUirg  was  killed,  and  Ca])tain  iMaikhaui  mortally 
wounded.  With  those  valiant  ollicers  lellall  hopes  of  sucee^-s 
in  this  expedition,  whieh  returned  to  Itngland,  Septend)er  2<Sth. 
While  IMarkham  lay  wounded  on  liis  death-Led,  he  eompo.si.'d 
a  cuhigy  on  his  gallant  commander,  whieh  however  possesses 
no  further  merit  tlian  as  it  contains  the  exjiressions  of  u  faithful 
andaileetionate  heart.  Itswellsto  iSU  stanzas,  and  was  sulhcieiitly 
minute  to  he  descrihed  hy  Brondey  in  his  catalogue  as  a  life. 
The  following  lines  descrilje  the  (j^ualities  of  Ahirkhani's  beloved 
conunander. 

Tliy  court  wa.s  in  tlie  camp,  tliy  duiicea  were 

Stout  marches  footed  to  a  drurmiier's  play; 
'Twas  not  tliy  sport  to  diace  a  silly  hare, 

Stag,  buck,  fox,  wilil  cat,  or  the  limping  gray; 
But  armies,  marquises,  graves,  counts,  dukes,  kings, 
Archduchesses,  and  such  heroic  things, 
(luns  were  thy  liorns,  whicii  sounded  thy  retreat, 

Of  noble  war  (bright  honour's  truest  ehace). 
Pikes  tipped  with  death  thy  hunting  poles,  to  beat 

And  rouse  thy  game  (sport  for  a  Jove-born  I'aoe), 
Thy  dccp-Dtouthcd  hounds  a  catt  of  cannons  were, 
NVhosc  brazen  throats  spewed  thunder  in  the  air. 
Thy  judgment  was  so  ripe  that  thou  couldst  tell, 

WiUiout  the  calling  of  a  warlike  court, 
How  many  men  would  man  that  city  wall. 

That  counterscarp,  redoubt,  or  little  fort, 
For  thy  brain  lay  within  a  sconce  of  bone 
In  judgment  stronger  than  a  tower  of  stone. 

]\tnLel  was  the  third  son,  of  whom  2)r(;sently.  Alexander, 
the  fourth,  died  without  issue.  Jilli/aheth  married  Cecil  Cane, 
Esq.  and  vVnne  was  thti  wife  of  E.  Bassano,  l']s(p  gentlenian  of 
the  presence  chamher  to  Charles  T.  1034.  Catharine  died 
unmarried.  Alary,  the  yonngest,  became  the  wife  ol'  her 
kinsman  John  INftirkham,  youngest  son  ol'Thomas  iMarkham  ol" 
OUerton. 
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■  Daniel  A/aukham,  tlie  tliinl  son  of  Sir  Robert,  o^vin-r  to  tho 
improvident  luibits  of  his  luthcr,  was  left  to  make  his  own 
fortune  in  the  worhl  as  best  lie  ,ni-ht.  in  this,  with  the 
(ieternimed  and  energetic  spirit  wldeh  seemed  inlierent  in  his 
nice,  lie  la  a  great  measure  succeeded.  It  is  said  that  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  became  one  of  those  gallant 
merchant  adventurers  who  were  a  great  means  of  raising  our 
commerce,  as  well  as  our  navy,  to  the  ilourishing  state  it  has 
now  attained.  After  a  wandering  and  hazardous  life,  havin-.- 
amassed  a  considerable  fortune,  he  settled  in  the  little  retired 
village  of  Plumsted  I^higna,  near  Norwich,  and  died  at  a  very 
a<lvanced  age,  being  probably  upwards  of  90  vears  old,  anil 
was  buried  in  that  parish. 

It  is  not  known  whom  he  married,  but,  as  it  was  probably 
during  the  time  of  tho  great  rebellion,  when  society  was  in  a 
very  disturbed  state,  and  parish  registers  very  incorrectly  kept. 
It  is  next  to  impossible  at  this  distance  of  time  to  make  the 
discovery.  He  had  however  two  sons,  Daniel*  and  Matthew. 
The  latter  was  in  holy  orders  and  minister  of  Plumsted  Magna, 

und   marrying  Barbara ha<l  three  sons,   who  all  died   in' 

their  infancy.f 

Dan/iol  Markham  however  was  the  eldest.  It  was  intended 
by  his  father  that  he  should  follow  the  pursuits  by  which  he 
Idmself  had  so  well  thrive.!.  This  proposition  however  did  not 
coincide  with  the  and)itious  views  of  the  son,  and  was,  perhaps 
with  some  want  of  lilial  duty  and  respect,  rejecte.l.  Being  of 
a  high  and  proud  spirit,  and  disdaining  the  idea  of  being 
engaged  in  commerce,  he  chose  a  profession  more  suited  to  hi'i^ 
ideas  of  honour,  and  endeared  to  him  l^y  the  recollection  of  tho 
martial  deeds  of  his  forefathers.  Daniel  accordingly  left  the 
parental  roof,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  his  it.ther,  and, 
luiving  ollcred  himscjlf  as  a  volunteer  under  James  Du'ke  of 
York,  rose  to  be  an  officer  of  distinction  in  his  service. 

h^or  twenty  years  he  had  been  separated  fxom  his  father  by 

*   Parisli  rcgistor  of  Plunistoad  Magna,  Noifolk. 
t    Piirisli  register. 
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Miirldiuin,  Major  in  the  Army,  great-gramlsoii  of  .Sir  l{oliurt=pEli2abutli,  dau.  of  G.  Marlibani,  Esq.  of  Worksop  Lodge 
l\larkhani,'ofC'olliani;li.  1086,  ob!  177:1.  I  *  (of  tlie  Ollerton  Brancli). 
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CHAPTER  II. 


LJNE  OF   MAIlKfiAiMS  Oh'   IJKCCA. 


William  Markham,  tlic  cldost  son  of 
Daniel,  and  f;veat-<,n-an(lson  of  Sir  K'olx'vt 
Markluini  the  last  possessor  of  Cotliani,  was 
born  in  the  year  1686,  at  Kilkenny,  where 
7  his  tatlier  had  settled,  and  was  educated 
tliere  under  Dr.  Andrews,  an  "  old  West- 
minster man,"  who  hatl  l)een  hionght  over 
l.)y  the  Duke  of  Orinond  to  Ireland.  At 
the  au'c  of  15  he  was  entered  of  Trinity 
Collefrc,  Dublin,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  and  acquired  that  taste  for  clas- 
sical learning  which  enabled  him  to  form  so  sound  a  judgment 
of  the  abilities  of  his  eldest  son,  afterwards  so  eminently  dis- 
played, and  which  he  assisted  to  bring  to  maturity.  He 
entered  life  as  a  soldier  in  tlu;  year  1710,  and  purchased  his 
lirst  oommissiou  in  Dormer's  r<>gimenl,  in  which  he  sewed 
until  the  peace  of  Utrecht.  In  1717,  he  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  his  distant  kinsman  George  Markham,  of  Worksop 
Lodge  in  Nottinghamshire,  and  Claxby  in  Lincolnshire,  t>f  the 
Ollerton  branch 

Little  is  to  be  gathered  of  her  cliaracter,  beyond  what 
appears  in  the  following  sonnet  composed  by  her  husband 
in  the  year  previous  to  their  marriage,  which  may  be  thought 
to  be  couched  in  rather  favourable  terms. 

Ode  upon  seeing  Cupid's  Image  in  Wax. 

Ha!  liuve  I  caught  thee,  little  knave, 
Who  lately  did  my  heart  en.slave  ? 
What  wilt  thou  givo  to  make  theo  free  r 
AVIiat  ransom  is  enough  for  11100? 

k2 
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Say  you'll  lay  down  your  bow  auil  quiver, 
A  treaty  make  with  me  for  ever  ; 
Or  say  with  Jove  you'll  intercede 
Above  the  stars  to  raise  my  head  : 

E'en  then  I'd  mourn  with  downcast  cye^ 
^  The  absence  of  my  loiig'd  for  prize, 

Mehfiiia,  who  might  grace  the  skies. 

Melueua  whose  embellished  mind 
Has  all  the  charms  that  love  can  bind, 
Who  in  her  virtue  docs  outshine 
All  that  in  woman's  called  divine. 

Grant  mo  Meliuna,  and  translate 
Your  image  to  a  u(kbler  scat, 
li'irst  slioot  yourself  into  her  breast, 
Then  introduce  me  as  a  guest. 

Prepare  her  soft  and  pliant  too, 
As  once  this  prison  was  for  you  ; 
So  shall  I  loose  your  waxen  chain, 
To  he  a  fugitive  again. 

This  lady  bove  lier  liuslnuicl  fuur  cliildfoii,  and  died  July 
I7tli,  17J52.  'Jdic  subject  of  oiu'  lueuioir  suilered  luauy  vicissi- 
tudes in  Ills  military  life.  In  the  year  1748-9  he  was  a  major 
in  Colonel  Lascelles'  regiment,  with  which  he  went  to 
America,  where  he  passed  several  years,  and  is  said  to  have 
huilt  the  first  hou.<e  at  llalHax,  Nova  Scotia.*  At  the  com- 
meucenient  of  17.')()  Major  JMarkham,  being  then  70  yeai-s  of 
age,  decided  on  leaving  the  service,  and,  having  sold  his  com- 
mission, determined  to  return  to  England,  not  being  inclined 
to  bring  into  cultivation  a  large  grant  of  land  in  America, 
which  is  still  in  possession  of  one  of  his  descendants.  His 
return  to  England  was  mnch  retarded  by  two  imforseen  and 
nearly  fatal  circumstances.  The  first  being  the  total  wreck  of 
the  vessel  he  was  in,  on  the  Island  of  Anticosta,  in  the  river  of 
St.  Lawrence,  which  he  thus  graphically  describes. 

"  April  the  17th,  1756,  I  sailed  from  Halifax  for  Canada,  the 
Avind   fiir,  at  the  rate  of  6  or  7   knots.      Between  11   and  12 

*  In  1740,  Halifax  was  foumlcd  by  an  exj>edition  under  Colonel  Cornwallis, 
who  instituted  thrive  conrts  of  justice  there. 
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tliat  night,  I  was  woke  with  ii  mighty  shock  which  our 
sclioouer  received  in  her  bow.  This,  with  the  sea  that  ilowed 
into  our  cabin,  alaruiecl  every  soul  on  board,  insomuch  that 
nothing  v^^as  heard  but  tlie  frequent  repetition  of  '  T.ord  have 
mercy  upou  us!'  'Lord  save  us!'  with  many  other  such  ex- 
pressions that  betokened  resignation.  I  continued  silent  all  the 
time,  though  not  less  fervent  in  pious  ejacidations." 

After  nuxny  sufferings  and  privations  on  tliis  island,  he,  with 
a  portion  of  the  crew  that  were  saved,  was  taken  olf  by  a 
merchant  vessel,  which  once  more  gave  him  a  prospect  of 
reaching  Euglaud.  But  he  was  still  destlued  to  disappoint- 
ment, for  as  he  was  prosecuting  his  voyage  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  a  French  ship  commauded  by  a  Captain  MacCarthy, 
who  took  him  to  France,  where  he  was  coidined  in  the  town 
of  Niort  for  upwards  of  a  year,  notwithstanding  that  great 
exertions  were  made  in  hhigland  to  obtain  his  relttase  ;  this 
however  was  not  effected  luitil  1757,  when  he  returned  home, 
and  was  thus  enabled,  in  his  own  phrase,  "  to  dedicate  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  to  the  pleasing  enjoyment  of  solitude  and 
the  muses." 

An  instance  of  the  enei'gy  of  his  nature  is  alTorded  in  the 
circiimstanci;  of  his  lauding  in  France  without  any  knowleilge 
of  the  Frencli  language,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  at 
the  ago  of  70,  having  acquired  the  power  of  inditing  a  very 
respectable  letter  to  a  person  in  oHice  at  Paris. 

"  A  Monsitiur  M.  Paris  de  Montmartul, 
i^c  garJo  de  Trcsor  Royal, 

A  Paris. 

"  Acceptez  avec  candeur,  IMonsieiu-,  les  premiei-cs  fruits  de 
mou  labeur  d'apprendre  la  langue  Fran^oise.  Toutos  les  lettres 
que  je  vous  ai  fait  jusqu'  a  present  out  et6  Touvrage  d'un 
autre  plume. 

"  Je  ne  serais  jamais  m'exposer  a  votre  esprit  vif,niais  la  colerc 
et  I'indiffnation  m'excite  a  vous  ecrire.  Le  2G  du  dernier 
mois  en  passant  par  la  povte  du  chateau  de  cetto  ville,  la 
po))ulace,  en   nu)cquerie  outrageuse,  m'assailli  d'um,'   voice  dc 
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boules  de  niege,  dont  trois  iii'ont  fruppe  sensiblenicnt.  Ja  ne 
sf;aurois  que  rureinent  nie  tnui^incttrc  en  quclque  lieu  suns 
veiteres  les  allronts  de  la  lie  du  peuple.  Je  ponrrois  me  plaindre 
iiiix  Gouvernenr,  inais  si  je  snis  la  canse  de  la  pnnition  d*; 
(juelq'un,  j'enconrrais  bientot  I'ininiitie  de  tont  le  Jiionde. 

"  11  n'y  a  ])oint  de  doute  qne  par  votre  solicitation  je  puid 
avoir  la  liberie  de  nie  transporter  en  Paris,  on  Ton  eviterait 
bien  toutes  les  insultes,  ou  Ton  se  proeurait  beauconp  des  biens 
que  la  vieillesse  rcquerit,  et  qne  cette  basse  ville  ne  pent  pas 
rouniir,  on  principalnient  Ton  anroit  le  clioix  de  coinpagnie,  et 
I'avantage  de  s(;avoir  la  nieillenre  dialecte  de  France.  Si  je 
snis  trop  hardi,  qn'il  me  sois  permis,  si  voiis  plait,  de  dire  que 
vous  dcvez  vons  en  attribuer  la  faute,  vons  qui  m'avez  engiige 
a  vous  deniander  les  laveurs  dont  j'aurois  besoin  les  quelles 
vous  pouvcz  m'accorder.  Votre  bont(5  m'a  fait  espevjLT  que  je 
vous  ferai  mes  remerciments  en  personne.  J'ai  I'lionneur 
d'etre, 

"  Avee  le  plus  grand  respect.  Monsieur, 

Votre  trcs  oblige,  tres  reconnaissant, 
Et  tres  obeissant  serviteui-, 

G.  IMakkkam." 

Major  Markbam  was  a  man  of  tbe  most  pimctilious  bonour, 
and  not  without  some  tonclies  ot"  pride  not  the  most  llexible,  a 
curious  proof  of  wbicli  we  have  in  an  unfortunate  circumstance 
that  is  said  to  have  occurred  to  liim  in  the  early  part  of  his  life. 

Some  dispute  bad  taken  place  between  the  major  and  Lord 
Blossington,  ending  in  a  duel,  which  had  well  nigh  a  fatal  ter- 
mination. The  major  was  a  very  expert  swordsman,  not  an 
uncommon  accomplishment  of  that  age,  aiid,  after  many 
vicissitudes  in  tbe  encounter,  at  last  had  his  adversary  at  bis 
mercy,  who,  from  a  slip  of  his  foot,  had  fallen  on  his  back. 
]\Iarkham  desired  him  to  bei;  his  lite,  which  Lord  Blessinfjton 
refused  to  do;  upon  which  the  victor  immediately  sheathed  his 
sword,  declarinyf  "  A  life  not  worth  askinjif  is  not  worth  takinn." 
His  sword  however  was  no  sooner  returned  to  his  sheath  tlum 
Lord    Blessington,   shortening    his,    deHhorately   stabbed    him 
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through  tlie  body.  Upon  tliis,  indignant  at  losing  his  Hie,  as 
he  supposed,  by  sucli  means,  IVlarkliam  tlirew  himself  upon 
his  antagonist,  and  with  fierce  determination  proceeded  to  dash 
out  liis  brains  with  the  pommel  of  his  sword,  exclaiming,  "  A 
man  who  could  act  so  treacherous  a  part  should  not  enjoy  the 
death  of  a  gentleman,  but  should  mtjst  assuredly  die  that  of  a 
dog.''  Some  labourers  working  behind  ]\Ioutague  House, 
where  the  rencounter  occurred,  ran  up  and  prevented  the  con- 
summation of  the  tragedy.  The  woun(l  he  received  in  this 
savage  conllict  had  no  serious  conse(|uences,  au<l  he  soon 
recovered  from  it. 

It  has  already  been  remarked  that  Major  Markham  was 
greatly  attached  to  literature,  and  that,  notwithstanding  tiie 
little  leisure  alforded  by  his  profession,  he  sacrificed  occasionally 
to  the  muses,  and  this  not  only  in  his  own  language,  but  also 
in  Latin.  At  one  period  of  liis  life  he  seems  to  have  suifered 
from  his  generosity,  and  complains  bitterly  of  tlio  conseipences 
in  the  following  epigrammatic  etl'usion. 

lly  lending,  more  tlian  otice  I  lost  a  frieiul  ; 
AVould  you  preserve  a  frieiulsliip,  never  lend, 
liut  seeming  friends  ami  ingrates  such  as  those, 
The  wise  will  ever  think  it  gain  to  lose. 
O  gold  !  best  friend  !  for  the  long-wislied  return 
Of  Ihy  n\o»t  hajipy  intiucneo  how  I  aumrn  ! 
If  theu  1  most  regret  who'll  ci  iisuro  me, 
JSiiieo  C;elia  and  the  stars  are  ruled  l>y  tliee  ? 

The  following  eulogium  on  Dr.  Swift,  and  die  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1088,  indicate  clearly  enough  liis  political 
predilections. 

In  one  we  praise  humanity, 
The  bounteous  hand,  the  piteous  eye  ; 
In  one  a  geniu3  we  admire. 
In  one  the  honest  patriot's  fire  ; 
And  men  there  are  (however  searee) 
Who  act  religion  without  farce, 
Whose  virtue  has  all  shocks  withstood, 
Who  good  admire  because  'tis  good. 
Blest  people  where  such  qualities 
Once  in  an  age  can  singly  rise  ! 
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If  so,  liow  happy  imisl  we  call 
'I'liy  80I1S,  Jliboi'liia,  w  lii'i-e  tlicy  all 
To  (ininli  one  groat  man  agroo, 
Nor  need  wo  say  tliat  Swit't  is  liu. 

■      "  On    IHK  4Tir  OF  NOVKMUER,  1688,  TlIK  DAY  ON  WHICH  W'll.l.lA.M    III. 
LANUEl)  IN   KnOLANU. 

'  'I'he  dawn  of  all  your  halcyon  days 

Ye  Whigs!  on  this  arose  ; 
Kind  heaven  a  king  this  day  to  grace 

(For  your  deliverance)  chose. 
Then  offer  thus  to  his  memory 
Who  made  each  year  a  jubilee. 

This  was  the  happy  day  he  stood 

On  Albion's  joyful  strand. 
When  every  breast  with  freedom  glowed 

To  see  their  saviour  land. 
Thee,  Homo,  such  joy  Camillus  gave, 
His  troops  advanced  thy  walls  to  save. 

With  bondage  long  our  necks  were  tired. 

Till  heaven  this  guardian  gavr. 
When  Louis,  with  amLitiun  tired, 

All  Europe  would  enslave. 
But  William's  thunder  did  destroy 
All  Monsieur's  schemes  in  Villeroy. 

r)o  bid  the  boyno  be  dumb  and  dry. 

The  fame  of  (.'rcs-sy  ni/.o, 
Hid  Namur  in  oblivion  lie, 

Who  would  his  name  efface  ! 
His  name,  which  every  age  shall  boast 
Thro'  eVery  sea,  thro'  every  coilst. 

The  zeal  which  other  nionarchs  warms 

1*  to  one  age  confined, 
IJut  William  saved  from  future  harms 

The  realms  lie  left  behind. 
All  we  could  wish,  or  we  coidd  do, 
He  did,  Great  George  !  in  giving  you. 

Whatever  is  preserved  of  Major  Miirkliam's  literary  coin- 
positions  are  all  of  an  early  date,  and  therefore  due  allowance 
may  fairly  be  claimed  fortliem;  and,  though  he  probably  wrote 
much  in  the  decline  of  his  life,  no  remains  of  his  productions 
luive  come  into  my  hands,      lie  lived   to  the  ])iitriaichal  age  of 
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85,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Al)bev  i^i  the  year  1770; 
leaving-  one  daugliter  Elizabeth,  who  died  youn"-,  and  three 
sons,  William,  George,  and  Enoch. 

George  Markham,  his  second  son,  entered  the  navy  at  an 
early  ag(;,  and  served  many  years,  but  without  receiving  that 
promotion  which  lie  thouglit  he  deserved,  and,  in  a  fit  of"  dis- 
gust at  the  service,  lie  determined  to  abandon  it.  In  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  was  a  commissioner  of  lotteries,  in  which 
olfice  he  continued  till  his  death,  which  took  place  January 
31st,  1801.     He  was  buried  with  his  father. 

Enoch  Markham,  the  third  son,  was  sent  in  his  youth  to  the 
academy  at  Woolwich,  and  afterwards  served  as  a  volunteer  in 
America.  In  the  course  ut'a  lew  years  he  returned,  and  raised 
the  112th  Kegiment  or  Royal  Musketeers,  oT  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed jMajor  Commandant.  Upon  the  reihiction  ol"  this 
among  other  regiments,  a  meeting  took  place  of  sevend  ollicers 
in  the  same  circumstances  and  of  the  same  rank,  at  which  they 
pledged  themselves  to  one  another  not  to  accept  of  any  rank 
under  that  of  liicut.-Colouel  on  halt'  pay — an  injudicious 
measure,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  service,  and  which  con- 
sequently acted  as  a  severe  check  upon  their  promotion. 

After  a  few  years  however,  the  King,  in  acknowledgment  of 
his  sevvlces,  and  ol"  his  own  lice  motion,  ordered  the  Lieut. - 
Colonelcy  of  the  4({th  Ueginient  to  be  given  to  Enoch  IMark- 
hani.  With  this  regiment  he  embarked  again  lor  America 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  independence,  and  served 
throughout  the  whole  of  it,  with  the  highest  character  lor  per- 
sonal courage.  Wlien  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
was  proclaimed,  he  was  sent  to  St.  Lucia  with  his  regiment, 
much  shattered  however  in  health  from  his  unremitted 
services  in  America  during  the  whole  period  of  the  war.  The 
hardships  which  he  suifered  in  common  with  the  meanest 
soldier  soon  brought  on  complaints  that  incapacitated  him 
from  fxirther  service;  he  therefore  returned  to  England.  An 
■anecdote  related  of  Enoch  JMarkham  will  in  some  measure 
illustrate  his  character.  "  Having  halted  his  men  under  a 
heavy  fire;  whilst  he  was  for  a  lew  moments  considering  the 
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best  mode  of  attack,  he  heard  talking  in  the  ranks.  Upon 
which  he  coolly  turned  round,  and,  commanding  silence, 
harangued  the  men  upon  the  discipline  of  the  Laceda'inonians, 
and  their  mode  of  marching  to  an  attack  in  perl'ect  silence. 
This  circumstance  gained  the  regiment  the  soubriquet  of  the 
Lacedaimonians."  We  have  a  curious  letter  extant  of  Colonel 
iMarkham,  written  in  the  latter  years  of  his  liie  when  he  Avas 
upwards  of  80  years  of  age,  which  may  indicate  in  some 
measure  the  state  of  the  public  mind  after  the  terrible  atrocities 
of  the  French  Revolution.  The  letter  was  addiessed  to  his 
nephew  after  the  birth  of  an  eldest  son.  After  some  compli- 
ments, and  expressing  a  hope  that  he  may  some  tlay  become  a 
great  statesman  or  commander,  he  continues — "  whether  in  the 
civil  or  military  line,  I  wish  him  to  have  an  invincible  hatred 
to  hellish  France,  and  their  diabolical,  atheistical,  Jacobinical, 
military  llepublic,  a  nation  composed  of  licensed  robbers  and 
assassins  to  the  amount  of  twenty-live  millions,  in  which  niuu- 
ber  it  is  dreadful  to  think  not  live  righteous  are  to  be  found." 

After  a  painful  illness,  enjoying  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the 
army,  he  died  Dec.  25th,  1800.  He  was  buried  with  his 
father  and  brother  in  the  cloisters  of  Westminster  Abbey,  and, 
at  his  last  dying  requ(^st,  his  body  was  wrapped  in  the  colours 
of  the  112th  Regiment,  which  he  had  raised.  Neither  George 
nor  I'liUK'h  were  ever  married. 

Wh.lii>[  IMakkiiaji,  the  eldest  son  of  ]\hijor  IMarkham,  was 
born  in  the  year  1719,  and  was  educated  under  the  care  of  his 
father,  who  was  well  qiuililied  for  the  task,  till  he  arrived  at 
tlie  age  of  12  years.  In  his  early  years,  his  father  was  dis- 
appointed of  succeeding  to  the  estates  of  his  maternal  uncle, 
Mr.  Fennel,  of  Cappagh,  owing  to  what  was  strongly  suspected 
to  have  been  a  forged  will.  His  friends  advised  him  to  have 
recourse  to  the  law,  which  he  declined;  merely  observing  to 
his  soil' — "  Well,  boy,  you  must  work  the  harder  for  it;  perhaps 
it  is  all  the  better  for  you."  A  variety  of  cireumstances  con- 
curred indetermininghimto  send  his  son  to  Westminster  School, 
where  he  soon  began  to  display  those  (pialities  which  raised  him 
to    the    hi'rh    stations    he    afterwards    so    worlhil\-  iilled.      At 
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Westminstcu',  where  he  was  distinguished  above  other  hoys,  lie 
remained  till  the  year  1738,  when  he  was  elected  a  student 
of  Christ  Church,  Oxford.  At  the  vmiverslty  he  continued  to 
pursue  his  studies  with  unabated  ardour,  and  was  considered 
the  best  scholar  of  his  time;  chielly  excelling  in  Latin  ver- 
sification, of  which  he  lias  left  several  elegant  specimens,  printed 
among  the  "  (.'urmina  C^uadragesimaliu,"  and  some  since  col- 
lected and  printed  by  the  late  Arclideacon  Wrangham. 

At  this  period  of  his  career,  the  future  archbishop  had 
certainly  no  intention  of  entering  holy  orders.  lie  proved 
himself  however,  not  only  to  possess  great  talent,  but  displayed 
also  a  truly  generous  and  unselfish  spirit.  An  instance  of  this 
may  be  found  in  the  fact  of  his  placing  at  Christ  Church  a 
cousin,  luiocli  Markham,  maintaining  him  there,  and  making 
•  provision  for  him  afterwards :  he  repeated  this  also  in  the  case 
of  another  young  man,  wlio  was  suddenly  reduced  to  poverty. 

William  Markham, after  he  had  graduated,  continued  to  reside 
at  Oxford,  uncertain  what  profession  he  should  Ibllow,  but  at 
the  usual  time  proceeded  in  the  degree  of  D.C.L.  Jn  the  year 
1753,  he  was  offered  the  distinguished  post  of  Head  Master  of 
Westminster  School,  which  he  was  induced  to  accept;  and  upon 
that  was  ordained,  becoming  Cha])laiu  to  George  11.,  as  he 
was  alkM'Wiuds  to  (Jeorge  111. 

Dr.  Markham  is  described  at  this  peiiod  by  Jeremy  iJenlham, 
as  "  a  tall,  portly  man,  and  high  he  holds  his  head."  lie  con- 
tinued to  preside  over  Westminster  School  for  thirteen  yeai's, 
when  he  was  made  Dean  of  liochester,  and  two  years  afterwards, 
being  called  to  the  head  of  his  own  college,  was  constituted 
Dean  of  Christ  Church.  He  did  not  long  remain  in  this  im- 
portant situation,  for  in  1771  he  was  advanced  to  the  see  of 
Chester.  Soon  after,  owing  to  his  high-toned  character  and 
extensive  learning,  he  was  selected  to  direct  the  eilucatiou  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  of  York,  Avliose  value  lor  their 
kind  preceptor  continued  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life.  'J'his 
station  was  a  step  to  the  last  eminent  one  to  which  he  was 
translated,  the  see  of  York,  o\'vv  which  he  beneficially  presided 
for  thirty-one  years. 
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In  stating  these  details,  1  liaveno  intention  of"  being  betniyctl 
into  anytliing  like  a  biography  of  tlie  archbishop,  but  shall 
content  myself  by  letting  the  various  points  of  his  character 
shew  themselves,  partly  through  his  own  pen,  and  partly 
through  that  of  others. 

A  letter  to  his  son  Captain  Markham,  1\.N.  describing  the 
Gordon  riots  of  1780,  and  the  part  that  he  took  in  tlu'm,  fur- 
nishes a  very  graphic  description  of  those  terrible  scenes. 

"  Our  situation  at  home,"  he  continues,  "has  been  calamitous. 
1  hope  our  danger  is  over.  The  same  wicked  faction  which 
has  been  so  long  active  in  contriving  the  ruin  of  this  country 
has  brought  its  designs  to  a  dreadful  explosion.  The  pretence 
has  been,  repealing  part  of  a  law  made  at  the  end  of  King  Wil- 
liam's reign  against  papists.  It  was  thought  a  cruel  act  at  the 
time,  carried  by  a  faction  with  a  snudl  majority,  and  much 
against  King  William's  opinion.  This  bill  was  brought  into 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Sir  George  Saville,  and  into  the 
House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Kockingham.  It  Avas  supported  by 
the  corps  of  opposition  in  both  houses.  Government  gave 
way  to  it,  but  was  merely  passive.  There  is  an  adventurer 
hero  who  to  compliment  his  brotlier  was  brought  into  parlia- 
ment by  Lord  North,  but  soo)i  took  the  lineol' the  most  violent 
oppoj^ition.  He  is  without  fortune,  was  always  thought  a 
jnadman,  but  with  great  cndt  and  powers  of  misehiel",  Lord 
George  Gordon,  once  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy. 

"He,  last  year,  inllamed  the  low  iimatics  in  Scotland  to 
commit  outrages  on  the  houses  of  papists.  He  was  not  pun- 
islied  as  he  deserved,  and  he  played  the  same  game  here.  He 
has  been  about  it  many  months,  but  flitally  was  too  much  de- 
spised. By  a  wonderful  activity  among  Dissenters  and  Metho- 
dists, and  by  the  infusion  of  his  emissaries  among  the  clubs  and 
alehouses  all  over  London  and  its  neighbourhood,  he  had  per- 
suaded his  followers  that  the  King  was  a  papist,  that  the 
Bisliops  were  papists,  and  that  both  houses  of  parliament  were 
resolved  to  bring  in  popery.  He  had  a  petition  signed  by 
several  thousands  of  the  rabble,  and  by  too  many  of  tlie  teachers 
amoiigthe  Imlepeiulents  and  Anaba})tit^tH.      Wlien  it  w;is  to  bo 
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presented,  he  assembled  tlicni  in  St.  George's  Fields,  and  marched 
tliein  through  the  city  with  bkie  cockades  and  Hags,  to  the 
number  of  20,000. 

"  I  went  early  to  the  House  that  day,  to  attend  a  committee. 
I  fell  in  with  tlie  procession  at  Charing  Cross,  was  immediately 
insulted,  and  with  dllliculty  got  to  the  House  by  brisk  driving, 
suffering  only  by  handfuls  of  dirt.  jMany  others  fareil  much 
worse;  Lord  jMansfield  would  probably  have  been  lost,  if  I  with 
a  few  wlio  followed  me  had  not  sprang  through  the  mob  to 
his  rescue.  Both  Houses  were  besieged  by  them,  and,  though 
some  of  the  military  were  at  last  sent  for,  the  members  were 
forced  to  SJieak  home  by  private  ways,  and  in  disguises.  They 
that  night  burnt  the  Sardinian  Anihassador's  chapel,  ami 
several  others  in  dilFercnt  quarters.  Tliis  produced  a  procla- 
mation; but  the  next  day  the  rioters  assembled,  and  proceeded 
to  greater  excesses:  they  pulled  down  the  house  of  every  magis- 
trate who  had  acted  against  them.  On  Tuesday  the  6th,  1  had 
intelligence  that  Lord  Mansfield  and  I  were  to  be  the  next 
victims.*  1  acquainted  him  with  it,  but  he  could  not  be  made 
to  believe  that  men  could  be  so  wicked.  He  said  "What  had 
you  and  I  to  do  with  the  popery  bill?"  I  told  him  it  lay 
deeper,  and  that  he  and  I  were  marked  men ;  that  nothing  was 
so  oiisy  us  to  nnike  a  mob  the  instrument  oi'  private  malice. f 


*  Lord  Maiibfielil's  niul  the  urchbisliop's  houses  wera  atijoiiiing  in  Bloonisbury- 
square. 

t  "On  tho  evening  of  the  Bcuond  day'.i  riot,"  .siiys  Ilolliday  in  hi.s  Lifo  of  Lord 
Manstield,  "Sir  Joiin  Hawkins,  Mr.  Brooksbank,  and  another  uiagi.strate  for  tlio 
county  of  Middlesex,  discharged  their  duty  us  vigilant  magistrates,  by  waiting  on 
tlie  Lord  Cliief  Justice  of  England,  at  his  house  in  Bloonisbury  Square.  They 
found  his  lordship  in  conferenue  with  his  near  neighbour,  the  Archbishup  of  York. 
Their  painful  embassy  was  to  announce  that  the  avowed  design  of  the  rioters  that 
evening,  was  to  destroy  by  tire  the  houses  of  tho  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice.  The  magistrates  having  made  an  humble  tender  of  their  assistance 
and  advice,  the  Lord  Chief  J  ustice  asked  what  his  grace  the  Archbishop  proposed 
to  do.  'I'lie  answer  was  worthy  of  a  Briton,  ''Jo  defend  myself  ami  my  family  in 
my  own  mansion,  while  I  liave  an  arm  to  bo  raised  in  their  defence.'  The  reply 
was,  'Tis  nobly  said,  but  while  an  archbishop,  like  u  true  church  militant,  is  strong 
enough  to  protect  himself,  a  feebler  and  an  older  man  nmst  look  up  to  the  civil 
power  for  protection." — IloUiday's  Life  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield. 
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I  applied  howevcv  for  a  guard,  and  at  alxjiit  nine  40  uu'n  wore 
sent,  20  for  J^ord  xMansludd,  and  20  lor  nie,  witli  a  young- 
ensign.  If  he  could  be  persiuaded  to  take  tlicni  into  his  house, 
we  should  both  have  been  safe;  but  those  whom  1  found  with 
hiin  had  given  him  an  opinion  tlutt  the  intelligence  might 
probably  be  false,  and  that  his  having  soldiers  might  provoke 
an  attack  which  was  not  intended.  They  were  accordingly 
marched  off  as  far  as  Bloomsbury  church,  to  be  there  in  readi- 
ness; and  some  justices  promised  that  they  Avould  be  with  us 
in  a  moment  if  necessary;  but  when  tliey  were  wanted,  they 
were  not  to  be  found.  They  were  most  of  them  i'rightened 
out  of  tlieir  wits,  as  some  of  their  houses  had  bewi  already 
burnt  for  having  acted.  1  must  tell  you  too,  tViat  a  i'atal  error 
had  prevailed  among  the  military,  that  they  could  not  in  any 
way  act  without  tlie  orders  of  a  civil  magistrate:  which  is  the 
case  when  a  great  mob  is  assembled,  but  has  not  yet  proceeded 
to  acts  of  violence;  but  when  they  have  begun  to  commit  felo- 
nies, every  subject,  and  the  military  tunong  the  rest,  are  justilied 
in  common  law  in  using  all  methods  to  prevent  illegal  acts. 

"As  to  myself,  the  llrst  step  1  took  in  the  evening  was  to 
send  away  the  young  children.  All  went  except  your  mother 
and  Harriet,  who  couhl  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  me.  1 
determined  to  defend  my  house,  and  had  laid  my  plans.  I  had 
provided  some  additional  arms;  the  servants  seemed  hearty; 
your  uncle*  and  bis  man  were  with  me;  two  servants  of  the 
Chief  Baron's,!  ^n^^  some  of  the  neighbours.  In  this  situation 
we  continued  until  half-past  twelve,  when  the  mob  came  with 
great  sliouts  and  flags.  They  stopped  at  my  house  to  say  that 
1  was  next,  and  that  when  they  had  done  tlieir  business  at  the 
corner  they  should  come  to  me.  Oh,  my  dear  Jack,:}:  I  at  that 
moment  had  many  wishes  that  you  were  by  my  side.  Lord 
and  Lady  Mansfield  and  the  three  ]\Iiss  JMurrays  had  just  time 
to  get  out  of  the  house,  and  in  a  few  minutes  we  hearil  the 
crash  of  demolition.     The  furniture  was  soon  out  of  the  win- 


*  Colonel  Enoch  Markliam.  t  Chief  Duron  Skinner. 

X    riiu  late  A<lniiial  Murhhani. 
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clows,  and  an  immense  fire  blazed  at  the  corner  of  the  square; 
into  which  Ave  saw  pictures,  books,  har]jsicords,  and  birthday 
suits  of  the  ladies  thrown  indiscriminately.      At  this  time  our 
forty  men  had   come   to  my   door.      T  tried   to  persuade  the 
ollicer  to  act  upon  the  authority  of  an  honest  constable  whom 
I  liad  in  the  liouse.    .1  ofTered  to  indemnify  him  to  any  amount, 
but  to  no  purpose.     Between  4  and  5  another  party  arrived,  and 
witli  them  a  magistrate,  who  ordered  them  to  fire.      Six  or  seven 
men  were   killed,  and  the  mob  in  a  great  measure  dispersed. 
The  officer  tlien,  for  what  reason   I  do  not  know,  thinking  his 
business  was  over,  marched  away  all  the  soldiers.     The  mob 
returned  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  witli  fire  balls  and  tow, 
set  Lord   IManslield's  liouse  in  a  blaze,  almost  in  an   instant. 
By  this  time  the  mob  was  immense,  the  square  full,  partly  with 
the  thieves  of  the  town,  and  partly  with  the  spectators.     Con- 
sider our  situation  at  that  moment,  the  soldiers  gone,  and  the 
rioters  enraged  by  what  they  had  done.     Consider  the  situation 
of  your  mother  and  sister,  Avho  heard  them  for  many  hours 
under  the  windows,  swearing  that  though  Lord  ]\Iansfield  had 
escaped  I  should  not.     We  saw  a  number  of  well-dressed  men 
directing  the  mob,  and  heanl  the  reports  that  were  brought  in  to 
us  by  those  Avho  had  mixed  with  the  mob,  that  they  said  to 
them,  '  You  stay  too  long   here,  you  forget   the   archbishop. 
Come,  my  lads,  that  one  house  more,  and  then  to  bed.' 

"  Hearing  all  this,  they  thought  of  nothing  but  my  safety. 
Your  uncle  joined  with  them,  and  they  begged  and  prayed 
that  I  would  go  by  the  back  door  into  Colonel  Goldsworth'y's, 
and  let  the  servants  remove  my  papers,  and  most  valuable 
furniture." 

"  I  complied,  but  the  diflicidty  was  how  to  make  our  escape. 
The  stable-yard  was  full  of  rioters,  Avho  had  been  drawn  there 
by  the  body  of  a  woman  who  was  killed  by  the  fhing,  and 
carried  to  the  alehouse  which  opens  hito  the  yard.  'J'hcre  was 
no  way  left  but  to  pass  through  tlie  square.  I  accordingly 
covered  my  purple  coat  with  your  uncle's  great  coat,  and  took 
diis  hat,  and,  watching  a  fiivourable  opportunity,  when  the  most 
active  of  the  rioters  ran  up  to  the  first  blaze  of  Lord  IMansfield's 
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house,  walked  out  of  Colonel  Tjioldsworthy's  door,  with  your 
mother  on  one  arm  and  Harriet  on  the  other,  to  Mr.  Wilmot's 
at  tlie  corner,  where  the  door  was  opened  to  receive  us.  The 
Chief  Baron's  coach  soon  came  into  Mr.  Wilmot's  stahle-yard : 
we  three  got  in,  and  passed  Avith  quiclc  driving  to  the  Adelphi. 
In  doing  this  we  had  various  perils,  particularly  from  a  I'ascally 
hackney-coachman,  who  called  to  the  mob  from  his  box,  '  The 
Archbishop  of  York  is  in  that  coach  with  the  blinds  up;  he  has 
another  hat  on,  but  I  saw  his  face.'  They  afterwards  threatened 
Mr.  VVilmot  to  have  his  house  down  for  having  harboured  me. 

"  When  I  got  to  the  Adelphi,  1  soon  received  many  invitations 
to  go  to  houses  both  in  town  and  country,  among  the  rest  from 
Sir  Charles  Gould,  saying  he  had  a  good  apartment  at  the 
Horse  Guards  at  our  service,  and  that  we  could  nowhere  l)e 
safer.  Here  then  your  mother  and  I  are  lodged,  and  shall 
continue  to  be  till  we  go  to  Yorkshire. 

*'  On  the  next  day,  Wednesday  the  7th,  the  rioters  grew 
more  daring  and  outrageous;  their  first  attack  was  upon  New- 
gate, the  King's  Bench,  the  Fleet  Prison,  Clerkcnwoil  Bride- 
well, in  which  they  succeeded;  they  were  all  burnt;  and, 
strengthened  by  the  number  of  desperate  rulTians  whom  they 
let  loose,  they  made  a  regular  attack  upon  the  Bank,  and  meant 
to  destroy  the  l^ist  India  House,  Excise  Ollice,  all  other  public 
ollices,  inns  ol' court,  auil  all  other  places  where  records  or  public 
accounts  were  kept.  All  this  night  twenty  hres  were  blazing  in 
dillerent  parts  of  the  town,  and  if  there  had  been  a  breath  uf 
wind  the  whole  had  probably  gone.  But  the  King  had  by 
this  time  given  many  seasonable  orders  to  the  military  ollicers 
to  act  as  occasion  required,  without  waiting  for  a  magistrate. 
The  elTect  was  answerable,  the  rioters  were  attacked  in  many 
places,  many  hundreds  were  killed,  the  hospitals  were  iilled 
with  the  wounded,  and  some  hundreds  lost  their  lives  in  being- 
buried  in  the  ruins,  and  likewise  by  intoxication,  especially  at 
two  great  distilleries  which  they  burnt.  We  have  been 
quiet  since.  Both  houses  of  parliament  have  been  unanimous 
ill  strong  and  dutiful  addresses.  Lord  (Jeorge  Gordon  is  in  the 
Tower;  Moore  and  other  old  traffickers  in  sedition  are  in  prison. 


LIIK  MAHKllAMS  OF  BKCCA.  65 

Wilkes  lias  been  acting  an  honest  part  with  great  zeal,  and  has 
really  been  useful." 

After  stating  his  opinion  as  to  the  origin  of  these  riots,  the 
archbishop  continues — 

"No  mob  acted  without  a  number  of  well-dressed  men  to 
direct  them;  two  were  this  day  dug  out  of  the  ruins  of  a  house, 
where  they  ran  from  the  military,  although  the  house  was  burn- 
ing. One  had  ruffles,  with  a  large  diamond  at  his  shirt-breast, 
the  other  very  well  dressed,  with  a  plan  of  London  in  his  pocket. 
It  was  publicly  talked  of  at  tlie  Hague,  Amsterdam,  and 
Pans,  that  London  would  be  in  ashes  on  tlie  8th  of  June.  It 
ought  to  be  known  in  liononr  of  the  Due  de  Chartres  that, 
when  a  bet  was  offered  in  his  company,  he  said,  no  one  could 
bet  upon  such  a  subject  who  did  not  know  something  about 
the  business,  and  if  he  did  know  he  was  a  villain,  and  ought 
not  to  ])e  suffei-ed  in  tlie  company  of  gentlemen." 

Among  other  traits  indicative  of  the  archbishop's  warmth 
of  heart,  and  sense  of  justice,  the  following  circumstance 
appears  in  the  parliamentary  debates  of  that  time.  During  the 
trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  the  late  Governor-General  of  India, 
a  question  arose,  as  to  whether  the  prisoner  had  accounted 
(among  many  large  sums  of  money  which  were  clearly  proved 
to  have  been  justly  disbm-sed)  for  mie  of  very  trilling  amount. 
The  archbisliop  rose,  and  with  the  honest  and  virtuous  indig- 
nation he  always  felt  when  anything  of  a  mean  or  oppressive 
character  was  in  agitation,  said  with  considerable  warmth— 

"  In  my  time  I  have  been  a  great  reader  of  ancient  history, 
and  the  present  conversation  reminds  me  of  the  case  of  Cato 
the  Censor,  one  of  the  honestest  and  best  men  that  the  lioman 
republic  had  ever  produced:  yet  that  great  man,  after  having 
filled^  the  first  ofRces  in  the  state  with  the  liighest  reputation^ 
was  impeached.  He  was  impeached  40  times,  and  he  was 
attacked  by  a  factious  demagogue  of  the  day,  relative  to  the 
item  of  an  account.  When  last  impeached  he  was  80  years  of 
age,  and  he  reminded  his  persecutors  that  a  generation  of  men 
that  bad  not  witnessed  his  services,  were  persecuting  him  for 
trifles..    What  is  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings?     No  consideration 
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for  liis  liigli  charaeter  ;  no  consideration  for  his  aplendid  and 
important  services, — for  the  esteem,  love,  and  veneration  in 
which  he  was  liekl  by  millions  that  he  governed  for  so  many 
years  !  No,  my  Lords,  he  is  treated  not  as  if  he  were  a  gentle- 
man whose  cause  is  before  you,  but  as  if  you  were  trying  a 
horse-stealer." 

The  archbishop  did  not  often  take  part  in  debates  ;  when 
he  did  it  was  on  some  point  that  particularly  interested  him, 
and  then  he  spoke  with  a  concise  nervousness  of  style,  of  which 
the  sentences  above  give  some  idea. 

J  low  much  he  was  esteemed  among  the  good  and  learned  of 
his  day,  nuiy  be  seen  in  the  following  letter  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Parr. 

"1  scarcely,"  says  he,  "recollect  any  one  greatly  distin- 
guished in  whose  composition  some  shades  of  vanity  were  not 
traceable.  Newton  ajid  Boyle  were  perhaps  most  free.  I  was 
well  acquainted  with  one  great  man  who  was  Avholly  exempt 
from  it,  even  to  a  fault,  Alarkliam,  late  Archbishop  of  York. 
His  powers  of  mind,  reach  of  thought,  memory,  learning,  scho- 
larship, and  taste,  were  of  the  very  first  order;  but  he  was 
indolent,  and  his  composition  wantetl  this  powerful  a'ujuUlon. 
Both  in  public  and  in  ])rivate  he  would  sullbr  any  one  to 
tjike  the  lead  '\\\  the  dlscussit->n;  never  on  any  occasion  whatever 
did  1  see  him  faire  eclatcr  son  esprit.  He  was  a  great  reader 
to  the  last,  but  without  any  particular  object  of  pursiiit,  though 
with  an  attention  that  nothing  could  disturb.  I  have  seen  him 
continue  his  studies  while  his  youngest  child  was  climbing 
about  him,  without  the  smallest  interruption,  except  to  gi^'e 
her  a  kiss,  for  he  was  most  affectionate  to  his  children. 

"In  his  youth  he  was  highly  distinguished  for  the  elegance 
of  his  compositions,  and  if  the  active  period  of  youth  had  not 
been  enjrasred  in  the  labours  of  instriiction,  he  coxdd  not  have 
tailed  to  raise  himself  a  name  by  his  pen. 

"  I  have  often  heard  him  discuss  subjects  with  a  strength  of 
thoitght  and  expression  which  woidd  well  have  borne  the  press. 
Once  especially  when  a  favourite  subject  occurred — the  geogra- 
phical   changes  wjiich  had  taken  place  in  the  Mediterranean 
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since  the  times  of  Hoiner  and  tlie  early  (Jreek  authors — he 
grew  so  warm  upon  his  subject,  and  was  so  able,  so  instructive, 
and  so  elegant  both  in  thought  and  language,  tbat  his  soh 
George,  who,  with  me,  were  the  only  persons  present.  Could 
not  help  saying,  '  I  wish,  Sir,  you  would  lot  me  Avrite  this  down.' 
'  Well,  George,  you  may  perhaps  catch  nic.  in  the  humour.'  But 
that  (lay  never  arrived," 

I  will  close  this  memoir  by  a  summary  uf  the  archbishop's 
character  from  the  hand  of  one  who  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  him,  and  fully  capable,  from  his  disposition,  taste,  and 
learning,  of  appreciating  his  fine  qualities. 

"The  virtues,"  says  he,  "of  this  venerable  prelate  were  of 
the  most  amiable  and  beJievolent  kind.  With  great  learning, 
he  was  modest;  tbough  raised  to  the  highest  station,  he  was 
meek  and  humble.  His  religion  was  a  religion  of  the  mind, 
without  austerity,  and  free  from  ostentation.  A  high  sense  oi 
honour  and  strict  integrit)'  were  conspicuous  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  his  promises  were  unbroken.  His  subdued  temper  rendered 
him  indidgent  to  the  faults  of  others,  and  made  him  at  once  a 
companion  condescending  and  instructing.  Those  who  in 
early  life  had  the  happiness  of  being  his  pupils,  universally 
agree  that  as  an  instructor  he  had  no  equal.  It  is  diiHcult  to 
fuiv  whether  lie  most  excelled  in  his  manner  of  conveying 
knowledge,  or  in  exciting  3'outh  to  laudable  ])ursuits.  His 
knowledge  of  Grecian  and  lioman  literature  was  universal:  his 
taste  pu)'e.  His  geography  was  of  such  extensive  range  that 
it  descended  to  all  the  minuteness  of  topographical  accuracy,  so 
that  he  never  failed  to  ensure  the  attention  of  his  scholars  by 
enlivening  his  lectures  with  the  most  pleasing  descriptions,  and 
the  most  interesting  anecdotes.  He  was  at  the  same  time  so 
perfectly  master  of  proper  incentives  for  different  dispositions, 
that  the  studious  were  ever  ambitious  of  his  praise,  while  the 
idle  feared  his  rebuke. 

"  In  the  House  of  Lords  he  seldom  spoke,  but  when  attacked 
for  party  purposes  he  defended  himself  with  great  spirit  and 
eloquence. 

"  He  was  not  a  florid  preacher.      He  particularly  disdained 
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those  arts  by  which  popularity  is  often  acquired  from  the  pulpit; 
but  in  the  exercise  of  his  clerical  functions,  his  voice  was  clear, 
distinct,  and  melodious;  his  language  remarkable  for  its  sim- 
plicity and  elegance;  his  sentences  concise  and  perspicuous;  and 
his  manner  in  public,  as  in  private,  was  animated,  dignified, 
and  persuasive. 

"  With  every  requisite  for  the  high  station  he  so  ably  filled, 
Dr.  ]\[arkham  often  seemed  to  shew  a  partiality  for  the  pro- 
fession of  a  soldier.  lie  ])robably  might  have  taken  early 
impressions  of  this  nature  from  his  iiither,  who  Avas  highly 
distinguislied  in  tliat  profession,  and  to  Avhose  care  and  assiduity 
he  was  indebted  for  his  first  classical  instructions.  He  no  doubt 
possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  those  qualities  which  would 
have  led  to  distinction  in  military  life.  Plis  judgment  was 
cool;  his  courage  undaunted;  his  decision  quick;  his  mind 
energetic,  active,  and  enterprising;  his  constitution  capable  of 
fatigue;  his  fortitude  and  patience  not  to  be  subdued;  and  his 
address  and  manners  calculated  to  inspire  confidence,  and  win 
the  hearts  of  men.  To  these  we  may  add  that  his  general 
science  enabled  him  to  form  correct  ideas  of  ancient  tactics,  and 
to  combine  the  advantages  of  l\oman  discipline  with  the  im- 
provements of  modern  art.  Thus,  in  commenting  on  the 
campaigns  i^f  Caesar  or  of  Alexander,  of  Marlborough  or  of 
Buonaparte,  ho  would  point  out  with  peculiar  iorce,  and  sin- 
gular critical  ability,  the  errors  or  the  wisdom  of  their  move- 
ments. 

"  The  same  comprehensive  mind  made  him  also  no  mean 
judge  of  agricultural  pursuits;  and  he  would  not  unfrequently 
lament  that  the  writers  on  those  interesting  topics  were  in 
general  so  ignorant  of  Greek  and  Koman  classics;  while  a  good- 
natured  smile  might  be  seen  to  play  about  his  countenance  at 
hearing  them  usher  in  with  all  the  parade  of  discovery  a 
practice  which  Theophrastus  or  Columella  had  enforced  ages 
ago,  or  which  even  the  illustricms  Mantuan  bard  had  more 
widely  diffused  in  the  captivating  language  of  didactic  poetry. 
"  In  all  the  relations  of  life  this  truly  great  man  Avas  pecidiarly 
happy.     As  a  husband  he  wns  beloved;  as  a  father  revered;  as 
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a  master  served  with  affection ;  as  a  patron  and  benefactor  his 
bounties  were  felt  and  grateful ly'acknowled^red.  His  domestic 
establishment  was  princely,  but  unostentatious;  and  bis  hos- 
pitality ixnbounded. 

"  By  his  generous  and  assisting  hand  the  churches  of  York, 
Southwell,  and  Kipon  were  repaired,  ornamented,  and  beau- 
tified. In  the  exercise  of  his  ecclesiastical  power,  his  ear  was 
ever  open  to  fair  and  candid  representation.  Thus,  through 
an  extensive  diocese,  his  clergy  looked  up  to  him  with  respect 
and  deference,  and  all  listened  to  him  with  love  and  admi- 
ration." 

It  was  not  till  his  fortieth  year  that  the  archbishop  was 
united  to  Sarah  the  daughter  of  John  Goddard,  Esq  •  by 
whom  he  had  six  sons,  William,  the  eldest,  John,  David 
George,  Kobert,  and  Osborne;  and  seven  daughters,  most  of 
whom  were  married.  He  died  in  London  in  the  year  1807,  in 
the  89th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  north  cloister 
of  Westminster  Abbey.* 

"Adieu!  blest  shade,  unequalled  worth,  farewell  ; 
Free  from  the  trammel,,  of  earth's  cumbrous  day, 
Thy  spirit  fled,  in  purer  worlds  shall  dwell, 
And  view  the  glories  of  eternal  day. 

Yet  must  thy  friends,  while  humai;  feelings  last 

And  soft  affections  move  their  bosoms  here, 
Lament  that  happy  hours  and  days  are  past, 

Sigh  for  thy  loss,  nor  blush  to  drop  a  tear. 

Full  oft  shall  fancy,  wandering  o'er  the  scene, 
In  pensive  thought  thy  graceful  form  design, 

Dwell  on  thy  precepts,  and  thy  placid  mien, 
And  strengthen  virtue  in  recalling  thine. 

Happy,  in  nature's  noblest  cast,  thy  mind, 

Trained  in  strict  truth,  the  paths  of  honour  sought, 

And  perfect  honour  in  itself  combined, 

By  practice  urging  what  its  reason  taught. 


*  There  is  a  portrait  of  the  archbishop  by  West,  in  the  dining-room  at  Becca 
monument   has    been   erected    to    his  memory,  by   his   descendants,  in    York 
Aiinster. 
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Formed  for  the  world,  long  shall  thy  friuiKbliip  livy. 
Meek,  gentle,  modesty  kind  without  contrpul  ; 

Slosv  to  resent  and  ready  to  forgive, 

The  storms  of  passion  ne'er  disturbed  thy  8oul. 

Rewarding  heaven  crowned  thy  long  lifo  with  Joy, 

Her  gifts  in  every  dear  eonnection  came  : 
And  human  happiness,  with  least  alloy, 

Upheld  thee,  makkiiam,  on  the  wings  of  fMni^.*" 

JoHjv  Markham,  the  second  son  of  the  urchblshop,  was  born 
in  the  year  1761,  and  at  a  very  early  age  was  sent  from  West- 
minster School  to  sea.  The  lu-,st  we  hear  of  him  in  his  profession 
is,  that  when  sixteen  years  of  age  he  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  a  French  pri^e,  with  orders  to  take  her  into  gome  i)Ort 
on  the  coast  of  Soutli  Ameriea.  His  crew  consisted  of  four 
men  from  tlie  frigate  to  which  he  belonged,  a  boy  nanieti 
Knight,  and  four  Frenchmen,  part  of  the  oiiginal  crew  of  the 
prize,  who  were  to  assist  in  working  her.  Soon  after  he  had 
taken  the  command,  a  very  violent  gale  of  wind  came  on, 
during  which  she  sprung  a  leak,  and,  notwithstanding  every 
exertion  in  pumping,  became  completely  waterlogged;  so  that 
every  moment  she  was  expected  to  founder.  In  this  perilous 
predicament,  the  English  sailors,  as  is  too  often  the  case, 
brought  a  cask  of  spirits  on  deck,  and  drank  to  such  an  extent 
us  to  be  lying  on  the  deck  in  a  complete  state  of  insensibility, 
leaving  Markham  at  the  helm,  wdiile  the  boy  had  fallen  asleep 
on  a  coil  of  ropes.  The  Frenchmen,  linding  the  crew  in  this 
helpless  state,  determined  to  recover  possession  of  the  vessel : 
and,  with  this  view,  one  armed  with  a  musket,  another  with  a 
cutlass,  and  the  two  others  with  handspikes,  rushed  upon 
Markham  with  the  purpose  of  seizing  or  killing  him.  He 
however,  witli  great  activity,  sprung  aside,  snatched  up  the  iron 
handle  of  a  pump  which  had  been  in  use,  and,  attacking  the 
musketeer,  with  one  blow  levelled  him  at  his  feet,  disabled  the 
man  Avith  the  cutlass,  and  drove  the  other  two  under  the 
hatches,  which  he  immediately  battened  down;   and   with  the 

*  Written  at  the  time  of  the  aiehliishop's  tleath  hy  H.  F.  M. 


THE  MAHKHAMS  OF  BECCA.  71 

lielp  of  the  boy,  whom  the  scufile  liad  aroused,  seciired  the  two 
wounded  men,  and  thus  almost  single-handed  retained  the 
command  of  the  prize. 

She  however  was  still  in  a  sinking  condition,  and,  when  his 
men  came  to  their  senses,  he  determined  to  examine  the  reason  for 
her  not  having  gone  down  long  before.  They  found  that  the 
cargo  consisted  of  barrel-staves  and  tobacco,  so  that  she  would 
float  so  long  as  two  planks  held  together;  and  eventually  she 
was  brought  safe  into  port. 

In  the  mean  time  the  news  of  his  having  been  lost  at  sea 
was  brought  to  his  family,  upon  which  they  Avent  into 
mourning;  as  the  Captain  of  the  liigate  to  wliich  he  belonged, 
on  his  return  to  England,  had  stated  that  it  was  impossible  he 
could  be  saved.  Markham  however  "fot  a  passan-e  to  England 
and,  landing  at  Portsmouth,  was  at  dinner  at  an  inn  in  the 
town,  wlicn  he  overlieard  two  gentlemen  conversin<>-,  and  one 
saying  to  the  otlier,  "Ay,  poor  fellow,  he  went  down  with  the 
prize  with  all  hands  on  board,  to  the  deep  grief  of  the  arch- 
bishop's family."  He  naturally  asked  to  whom  they  alluded, 
when  he  was  tokl  the  story  that  the  Captain  had  related  on 
landing;  and,  to  the  surprise  of  the  gentlemen,  disclosed  who 
he  was.  We  can  easily  imagine  the  delight  of  his  family  when 
they  found  ho  had  been  so  miraculously  preserved. 

John  Markham  attained  tl\e  rank  of  Post  Captain  in  1789; 
but  Avas  not  fortunate  enough  to  be  present  in  any  of  the 
more  important  battles  of  those  stirring  times,  though  he  Avas 
engaged  in  several  smaller  actions,  and  Avas  nuich  esteemed  by 
Earl  St.  Vincent  as  a  gallant  and  enterprising  ollicer. 

He  Avas  first  in  comnuuid  of  the  Sphynx  of  2-i  guns,  in  the 
Mediterranean;  and  Avhen  she  Avas  put  out  of  commission,  he 
Avas  appointed  to  the  Centaur  74,  in  the  year  1798.  Early  in 
the  folloAving  year,  he  Avas  entrusted  by  Lord  St.  Vincent  Avith 
the  command  of  a  flying  squadron,  Avith  which  he  attacked  the 
town  of  Cam})rclles  on  the  coast  of  Catalonia.  Soon  after  he 
captured  three  French  frigates,  the  Temerairc,  Junon,  and 
Courageux.  The  chase  took  place  at  night,  and,  as  the  Cen- 
taur Avas   the   fastest   vessel  of  the   si|ua(.lron,  she   completely 
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outsailed  lier  consorts,  and  bet'orc  they  arrived  at  the  scene  of 
action  the  three  IVio-ates  hud  struck  to  the  Centaur. 

While  in  the  same  coninuuul,  ha\ing  been  constantly  in- 
shore and  his  crew  very  sickly,  lie  sent  to  tlie  Admiral  to 
request  he  mi<^ht  be  allowed  to  exchange  from  the  line  in-shore, 
on  account  ol"  tlie  health  of  the  crew.  The  Admiral  sent  the 
physician  of  the  fleet  to  inspect  the  state  of  the  ship.  This 
Captain  Markhani  resented,  as  exhibiting  a  doubt  of  liis  word, 
and  on  the  deck  of  the  (lag-shij)  an  altercation  of  rather  a 
violent  nature  took  place,  lie  left  hei-  with  a  feeling  of  injury 
that  he  could  not  further  resent,  but  with  an  assurance  that  he 
had  ruined  himself  with  Lord  St.  Vincent  forever.  The  latter 
was  soon  after  called  to  preside  at  the  Admiralty,  and  tlie  fleet 
In  a  short  time  came  to  an  anchor  in  Torbay.  It  had  not  been 
there  many  hours  before  a  telegraphic  dispatch  summoned  the 
Captain  of  the  Centaur  to  the  Admiralty.  Captain  ]\Iarkham 
naturally  thought  that  the  time  was  now  come  when  he  must 
.suffer  the  consequence  of  his  temerity;  but,  svhen  he  arrived 
at  the  Admiralty,  he  found  the  subordinates  paid  him  imusual 
attention;  and,  on  being  ushered  into  the  First  Lord's  presence, 
he  was  greeted  by  a  cordial  shake  of  the  hand,  and  the  intelli- 
gence that  lie  was  made  one  of  the  Loi'ds  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty. 

In  this  capacity,  and  as  member  for  ihe  borough  of  J'orts- 
mouth,  for  which  he  was  elected  in  1801,  he  was  the  chief 
instrument  of  bringing  before  the  notice  of  the  House  of 
Commons  the  abuses  that  had  long  prevailed  In  the  dockyards, 
and  got  a  bill  passed  in  order  to  rectify  them.  At  the  time, 
though  this  measure  met  with  much  opposition,  it  was  con- 
sidered as  a  great  Improvement.  Tie  continued  to  represent 
Portsmouth  from  1801  (with  the  exception  of  two  years,  1818 
and  1819)  till  the  year  1826,  when  he  resigned,  owing  to  111 
health. 

He  went  to  the  South  of  Italy  to  recover  the  tone  of  his 
constitution;  but  in  the  year  1827  an  increase  of  his  complaint 
came  on,  which  proved  fatal  at  Naples,  In  the  latter  end  of 
that  year.     At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  had  acquired  the  rank 
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of  Vice-Admii-al,  though,  owing  to  his  parliamentary  duties,  he 
never  served  in  that  capacity. 

He  made  tlie  purchase  of  an  estate  in  Sussex,  called  Ades, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  till  the  time  o("  his  leaving 
England  for  the  restoration  of  his  health.  He  married,  No- 
vember 17,  1796,  the  Honourable  Maria  Kice,  daughter  of  the 
Eight  Hon.  (jeorge  Kice  and  Cecil  Baroness  Dynevor,  by 
whom  he  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter  who  survived  him.* 

George  Markiiam,  the  third  son  of  the  archbishop,  was 
born  in  1763,  and,  after  passing  through  Westminster  School 
with  credit,  was  elected  from  the  foundation  to  a  studentsliip  of 
(.'hrist  Church,  Oxford,  having  been  early  destined  for  holy 
orders.  In  process  of  time  he  was  presented  to  the  rectory  of 
Stokesley,  in  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  not  long 
after  became  Archdeacon  of  Cleveland. 

In  these  capacities  he  showed  great  vigour  and  ability,  and, 
though  the  requirements  of  a  clergyman  in  those  days  of  laxity 
were  not  such  as  the  present,  nay  all  times,  demand,  still  he 
evinced  more  zeal  and  practical  elliciency  than  was  often  to  be 
met  with  in  that  generation  of  clergy. 

In  the  year  1802,  the  king  conferred  upon  him  the  very 
responsible  oiUce  of  the  Deanery  of  York.  In  this  high  ofiice 
he  distinguished  himself  by  the  same  zeal  and  ability  that  was 
remarked  in  him  when  he  was  archdeacon,  for  irom  the  very 
day  of  his  installation  the  repairs  and  beautifying  of  his  cathe- 
dral never  ceased  to  occupy  his  attention,  and  draw  lar'^ely 
upon  his  resoxu'ces.  On  entering  upon  the  deanery,  he  found 
the  estates  of  the  church  very  much  dilapidated,  and  particularly 
those  which  were  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  fabric.  With 
his  wonted  energy,  he  set  out  on  a  scheme  by  which  they  should 
gradually  impi'ove,  and  before  the  lapse  of  many  years  he  was 
enabled  to  carry  out  those  extensive  and  solid  repairs  of  the 
minster  which  form  so  conspicuous  a  feature  of  his  incumbency. 

*  1.  John;  2.   William-Rice,  in  holy  orders,  married  a  daughter  of 1'ulip, 

Esq.;  3  Frederick,  C  B.  Lieut. -Colonol  of  the  3'2nd  Regiment,  and  Aide-de-camp 
to  tlie  Queen;  -i.  Maria,  oh.  s.p.  There  is  a  portrait  of  Admiral  Markhani,  hy 
Sir  Thoma.s  Lawrence,  in  the  dining-room  at  Becca. 


74  IllSTOKY  OF  'niE  MAUKHAM  FAMILY. 

In  the  year  1809,  the  roof  of  tlie  north  transept  was  renewed, 
and  the  chapel  of  the  old  palace  of  the  archbishops,  having 
long  been  in  a  neglected  and  almost  ruinous  state,  was  repaired 
through  the  zeal  of  Dean  Markham,  and  appropriated  in  1813  to 
the  reception  of  the  extensive  and  valuable  library  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter.     In   1814,  a  long  range  of  unsightly  buildings 
was  removed  from  the  north  side  of  the  minster,  and  the  groui^d 
at  the  west  of  it  lowered  so  as  to  admit  of  a  fitting  entrance 
to    that    noble    edifice.        In   the   four  years  following   1817 
almost  the  whole  of  the  fa9ade  of  the  south  part  underwent 
complete  repair,  and  the  large  pinnacles,  figures,  and  battle- 
ments were  restored;  so  that  in  the  course  of  less  than  twenty 
years   the  minster   was  made  to  assume,  in  its  exterior,  the 
appearance   which    it   now    presents.      During  this    time  his 
exertions  never  ceased;  he  pursued  an  untiring  course,  and  was 
eventually  rewarded  by  seeing  liis  cathedral  the  best-conditioned, 
at  that  time,  of  any  in  the  country. 

His  earnest  desire  to  preserve  the  edifice  from  injury  and 
danger,  induced  him  over  and  over  again  to  resist  repeated 
and  earnest  applications  to  permit  a  musical  festival  to  be  held 
in  the  minster.  Pie  had  observed  how  much  Westminster 
Abbey  had  sutfered  by  coronations  and  festivals;  and  this,  with 
a  y(>nso  of  the  in^pn)j)rietY  of  a  sacred  eilifico  being  profanotl 
for  the  mere  i)lcasm'e  and  amusement  of  liollday  seekers,  had 
such  an  cU'ect  upon  his  mind  that  he  could  not  be  pre\ailed  upon 
to  sufler  the  beautiful  fabric  entrusted  to  his  care  to  be  exposed 
to  any  such  hazard,  or  to  be  devoted  to  a  purpose  which  he 
thought  was  not  suited  to  its  character. 

The  dean  was  an  excellent  preacher;  he  had  a  melodious  voice 
and  good  delivery,  and  his  compositions,  though  never  pub- 
lished, were  of  a  high  order.  lie  possessed  a  large  fund  of 
original  humour,  and  his  house  in  (he  minster  yard  (now 
demolished  to  make  way  tor  St.  Peter's  School)  was  the  centre 
of  kindness  and  hospitality. 

He  married  Elizabetli  daughter  of  Sir  Hichard  Sutton,  Bart, 
of  Norwood  House,  Nottinghamshire,  by  whom  he  had  ten 
children,  two  sons  and  eight  daughters,  all  of  whom,  but  one, 
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Burvivcd  him.*  He  died  in  the  year  1822,  at  Scone  Palace, 
in  Perthshire,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  liis  age,  having  held  the 
deanery  of  York  twenty  years. 

DiVviD  Makkham,  fourth  son  of  the  archbishop,  was  horn  in 
the  year  1766,  and  at  the  ago  of  thirteen  was  elected  a  scholar 
of  St.  Peter's  College,  Westminster,  from  whence  he  was  taken  as 
a  student  to  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  l)y  Dean  Cyi'il  Jackson. 
At  the  end  of  about  a  year,  he  changed  the  life  of  a  student  lor 
that  of  a  soldier,  and  joined  the  army  of  India,  where  he  served 
with  distinction  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  the  war  of  the  Mysore. 

He  was  originally  appointed  to  the  75th  Regiment,  and, 
owing  to  the  many  casualties  in  which  that  war  was  iiuitful, 
very  early  arrived  at  the  command  oia  company.  In  the  year 
1791,  after  much  skilful  n)anteuvering,  the  Governor-general 
sat  down  with  his  army  before  the  walls  of  Bangalore,  on  the 
5th  of  ]\hirch,  and  regularly  invested  that  stronghold  of  the 
Sultan.  Notwithstanding  every  obstacle  on  the  part  of  the 
besieged,  a  breach  was  eflected  on  the  21st,  and,  though  the 
walls  were  not  so  completely  breached  as  to  be  in  a  condition 
to  be  stormed,  yet,  on  considering  the  active  movements  made 
by  TippooSaib,  it  was  determined  to  make  the  attempt  that  very 
night.  Captain  Markhain  volunteered  to  lead  the  forlorn  hope, 
and  it  was  entruste<l  to  his  guidance.  The  night  was  clear  and 
bright;  eh'ven  o'clock  the  hour  named;  and  the  place  was  to  be 
approached  in  profound  silence.  The  ladders  were  planted, 
and  Cajjtain  ^larkham  was  of  course  the  first  who  mounted; 
but,  as  is  usual  in  desperate  cases  of  this  nature,  he  2)aid  dearly 
for  his  bravery;  for  no  sooner  did  his  hat  appear  above  the 
rampart  than  a  well-aimed  volley  of  musketry  was  discharged, 
which  disabled  a  great  many  men,  and,  among  others,  the 
leader  of  the  pai'ty  received  a  shot  in  the  head,  which  carried 
away  part  of  his  skull  and  his  right  ear.      The  woimd  was  so 

*   1.  George,   Lieut,   R.N.  ob.  s.p.;  2.   Eilward,    married 

3.  Elizal)etli-Krance3,  married  Lieut.-Geii.  Sir  Uufaiie  Siiawe  Donkin,  K.C.B.,  ob, ; 

4.  Henrietta- Alicia;  5.  Cecilia,  married  liuv,  C.  Montgomery;  6.  Maria,  married 
the  Hon.  and  H^v.  Tliomas  Alfred  Harris;  7.  Anne-Isabella,  married  Major  Chad- 
>vick;  8.   Frederica,  married  Captain  Heaviside;  ii.  Sophia;  10.  Sarah. 
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severe,  that  for  a  lon^^  tim(^  his  life  was  despaired  of,  and,  in 
the  bulletin  that  was  sent  to  England  immediately  after  the 
capture  of  Bangalore,  Markham  was  reported  as  mortally 
wounded.  By  the  aid  however  of  skilful  treatment  and  his 
own  good  constitution  he  rapidly  recovered,  though  with  the 
total  loss  of  hearing  on  the  side  on  which  he  had  received  the 
wound.  In  a  few  months  he  was  enabled  to  return  to  his  duty, 
but  it  was  only  to  be  disabled  a  second  time ;  for  in  one  of  the 
severe  actions  that  took  place  after  the  storming  of  Bangalore, 
he  received  another  severe  wound  in  the  thigh,  the  eifects  of 
Avhich  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  all  active  service,  and  he 
was  permitted  to  return  home. 

Captain  IMarkham's  services  in  India  were  not  without  their 
reward.  lie  was  immediately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major; 
and  within  a  year  after  his  return  from  the  East  he  was  in 
command  of  the  20th  llegiment,  which  he  accompanied  to  the 
AVest  Indies.  The  French  colonies  in  that  part  of  the  Avorld 
were  then  the  object  of  attack,  and  accordingly  Colonel  ]\Iark- 
ham  united  his  regiment  with  the  forces  under  General  Whit- 
lock,  which  were  landed  on  the  island  of  St.  Domingo  in 
,  October,  1793. 

At  first,  though  opposed  by  for  superior  niimbers  of  French 
and  Negroes,  these  brave  troops  were  eminently  successful. 
The  towns  of  Tiburon  and  Cape  Nicholas  ]\Iole,  with  ninety 
miles  of  the  east  coast  of  the  island,  were  taken  with  the  loss 
of  not  more  than  one  hundred  men:  and  it  was  only  the  com- 
bined attacks  of  a  frightful  epidemic,  which  carried  off  six 
hundred  men  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  officers,  and  of  Tous- 
saint  L'Ouverture  and  General  Rigaud  with  one  hundred 
thousand  Negroes  and  a  large  body  of  French,  which  prevented 
the  subjugation  of  the  whole  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

In  order  to  supply  Cape  Nicholas  Mole  with  provisions  it 
was  determined  to  attack  the  fort  of  Bombarde,  an  enterprise 
as  rashly  conceived  as  it  was  fatal  in  its  consequences.  Colonel 
Markham,  whose  experience  and  known  valour  deserved  more 
respect,  firmly  but  respectfully  pointed  out  the  error;  but  his 
advice  was  rejected,  and  most  disastrous  was  the  result.     The 
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troops  moved  to  the  attack  with  their  usual  determination  and 
fortitude,  but  the  first  discharge  from  the  fort  so  comjiletely 
shattered  them,  wholly  unprotected  as  they  were,  that  the 
greater  part  were  killed  or  disabled,  and  the  rest  compelled  to 
retreat  with  the  irreparable  loss  of  Colonels  Brisbane  and  IMark- 
ham,who  fell  at  the  head  of  their  respective  regiments,  the 
latter  when  he  had  only  attained  his  twenty-ninth  year.  The 
place  was  however  at  length  taken  in  June  1796,  but  continued 
subsequent  disasters  induced  the  British  commander  to  surren- 
der the  towns  held  by  the  English  to  General  Iledonville,  and 
the  island  was  evacuated  in  October  1798. 

Colonel  David  Markham*  Avas  said  to  be  one  of  the  most 
promising  officers  in  the  British  army,  as  is  fully  attested  by 
the  following  letter  to  the  archbishop,  his  father. 

"  Brutoii  Street,  May  25,  1795. 

"Be  assured,  my  Lord,  that  I  do  not  mean  an  indiscreet  or 
impertinent  intrusion  upon  your  Grace,  at  this  moment  of 
allliction,  but  1  bear  so  very  sincere  a  part  in  it  and  am  so 
essentially  concerned  in  the  melancholy  cause  of  it,  that  you 
cannot  refuse  me  the  consolation  of  allowing  me  to  lament  with 
you  the  loss  wc  have  both  sustained.  It  is  a  consolation  to 
recollect  and  record  his  virtues;  and,  whether  we  consider  his 
piddic  or  private  character,  he  was  equally  the  admiration  of 
all  who  knew  him.  He  had  acquired  the  utmost  reputation  as 
an  ofllcer.  His  gallantry  and  abilities  had  created  the  most 
sincere  respect  from  all,  and  no  one  had  the  happiness  to  be 
nearly  connected  with  him  who  did  not  pay  the  just  tribute 
to  his  amiable  personal  qualities,  and  the  amenity  of  his  man- 
ners, by  feeling  the  most  affectionate  esteem  for  him.  AVith 
the  utmost  truth  I  can  affirm,  that  I  never  knew  a  man  more 
universally  beloved,  nor  an  officer  more  generally  regretted. 
With  these  sentiments,  my  Lord,  judge  what  I  must  feel  on 
the  present  occasion,  for  I  looked  forward  with  the  highest 
satisfaction  to  the  moment  when  I  should  have  it  in  my  power 

*  There  is  a  portrait  of  David  Markham,  by  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  in  the 
dining-room  at  Becca. 
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to  deliver  into  liis  charge  a  nviniber  of  very  promising  youtlis 
wlio  have  lately  obtained  their  commissions;  and  who  would 
have  been  formed  by  his  example  and  by  his  instruction  to 
become  soldiers  worthy  of  acting  under  his  command.  His 
Majesty's  20th  Regiment  might  then  again  have  become  the 
model  for  others;  and  when  vacancies  occurred,  there  would 
have  been  as  many  anxious  candidates  to  supply  them  as  1 
remember  formerly  in  the  time  of  his  predecessor  Wolfe. 

"I  have  often  reflected  on  the  great  similarity  between  the 
two  characters,  and  alas !  the  similarity  is  now  fatally  com- 
pleted. Both  died  as  they  both  had  lived,  with  honour  to 
themselves,  with  honour  to  their  profession,  and  the  loss  of 
both  deplored  by  their  country. 

"With  every  sentiment  of  respect, 
&c.  &c.         &c. 

West  Hyde." 

Robert  Markiiam,  the  sixth  son,  Avas  educated  at  West- 
minster and  Christ  Church,  and  when  he  had  attained  the  proper 
age  entered  holy  orders.  He  was  rector  of  Bolton  Percy,  in 
the  county  of  York,  a  prebendary  of  Carlisle,  and  for  many 
years  Archdeacon  of  York,  an  oflice  which  he  filled  with  much 
dignity  and  affability  of  manners.  He  died  at  Bolton  Percy 
in  (lie  year  1837.  Ho  married,  in  the  year  1797,  Frances 
daughter  of  Sir  Gervase  Clifton,  Bart,  of  Clilton,  in  the  county 
of  Nottingham,  by  whom  he  had  two  sous  and  two  daughters.* 

OsitORNE  M AiJKHAM  was  the  youngest  of  the  archbishop's  sons, 
born  in  1769 ;  and,  like  most  of  his  brothers,  was  the  best  scholar 
of  his  year  at  Westminster,  where  he  "got  head  into  Colleo^e;" 
and  was  elected  off  to  Christ  Church,  Oxford. 

On  leaving  the  tniiversity,  he  was  in  due  course  of  time 
called  to  the  bar.  He  did  not  however  follow  the  bar  as  a 
profession,  for,  being  brought  into  parliament  for  the  borough 

*  1,  Robert,  Captain  in  the  58tli  regt.,  ob.  s.p.  1832;  2.  Henry-Spencer,  in 
holy  orders,  married  to  Sophia,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Lister  Kaye,  Bart,  by  whom 
he  hnd  one  son,  Henry;  3.  Frances- Egerton,  ob.  unmarried;  4.  Georgiiia,  married 
George  Baillie,  Esq.  of  Jerviswood,  and  has  issue. 
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of  Calne,  he  resigned  that  dry  study  for  the  pleasanter,  though 
not  more  hicrative,  line  of  politics. 

This  however  did  not  long  occupy  his  attention,  for  he  ac- 
cepted the  Chiltcrn  Hundreds,  and  was  appointed  to  an  office 
under  Government.  To  the  end  of  the  war,  and  for  some  time 
afterwards,  he  was  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  affairs  of  Barracks. 

Osborne  was  married  twice;  first  to  Lady  Mary  Thynne, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Marquess  of  Bath,  who  died  Feb.  8,  1814, 
by  Avhom  he  had  one  sou  and  one  daughter  ;*  and  secondly,  in 
1822,  to  JNlartha  daughter  of  Captain  AVilliam  Henry  Jervis 
K.N.,  nephew  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  who  brought  him  one  daugh- 
ter.! He  died  at  llochetts,  in  the  county  of  Essex  (the  seat  of 
the  old  Earl,  which  he  had  bequeathed  to  his  niece),  Oct.  22nd, 

1827. 

Of  the  daughters  of  the  archbishop,  Henrietta,  the  eldest, 

married  Ewan  Law,  Esq.  of  Horsted,  Sussex,  brother  of  Edward 

first  Lord  Ellenborough. 

Elizabeth,  married  William  Barnett,  Esq.  of  Little  Missen- 
den  Abbey,  in  the  county  of  Bucks. 

Alicia,  married  to  Rev.  Henry  Forster  Mills. 

Georgina,  died  unmarried. 

Frederica,  married,  1797,  William  second  Earl  of  Mansfield. 

Anne,  died  uumarrlod. 

Cecilia,  married  Rev.  Robert  Philip  Goodenough,  son  of  the 
Bishop  of  Carlisle. 

WiLLiA]\r  ]\Iarkham,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Archbishop  of  York, 
was  born  in  the  year  1760,  and  at  the  early  age  of  six  years 
was  sent  to  Westminster  School,  where  he  distinguished  himself 
far  beyond  other  boys  of  his  own  age. 

His  father,  who  was  then  Dean  of  Christ  Chvirch,  being  an 
old  schoolfellow  and  intimate  friend  of  Warren  Hastings, 
obtained  for  him,  shortly  after  his  entrance  into  college,  the 
appointment  of   Private  Secretary  to    the   Governor-general. 

*'  1.  Osborne,  Captain  in  the  90th  regt.  died  Nov.  13,  1847;  2.  Mary,  married 
to  W.  Shepherd,  Esq. 

t  Martha,  married  to  Rev.  W.  Pearson.  *    ' 
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Markhara  therefore  prematurely  left  Westminster,  and,  arriving 
in  India,  soon  l)ecame  a  prominent  actor  in  those  stirring  scenes 
which  firmly  estid)lishe(l  the  British  power  over  the  fertile  and 
luxuriant  plans  of  Kohileund  and  Bengal. 

fn  1775  the  Vizier  of  the  Great  Mogul  had  transferred  all 
claims  on  the  Rajah  of  Benares  to  the  East  India  Company; 
and  they  included  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and  taxation  in 
their  fullest  extent.  Cheyt  Sing  however,  the  son  of  the 
former  rajah,  had  from  that  date  until  1778  been  constantly 
in  arrears  with  his  payments,  had  raised  troops,  and  assumed  a 
threatening  and  disaffected  attitude  towards  Mr.  Hastings' 
government.  At  length  his  refusal  to  furnish  2000  horse  for 
the  public  service  induced  the  Governor-general  to  commence 
coercive  measures  against  him,  and  to  impose  a  fine  of  fifty 
lacs  of  rupees.* 

It  was  in  the  first  place,  however,  necessary  to  supersede  Mr. 
Fowkes,  the  then  Resident  at  Benart'S  (who  had  always  been 
opposed  to  Warren  Hastings,  and  who  held  his  appointment 
from  the  Directors  in  opposition  to  the  Governor),  and  to  replace 
him  by  one  who  possessed  his  confidence,  and  whose  zeal  and 
ability  could  be  relied  upon;  and,  amidst  all  the  clever  and  en- 
ergetic men  who  then  surrounded  Warren  Hastings,  his  pri- 
vate seeix'Uiry  Mr.  Markhaiu,  tliough  only  in  bi^  twenty-first 
year,  was  considered  the  best  adapted  li)r  the  delicate  and  im- 
portant post  of  Resident  at  Benares. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Markham's  appointment,  in  the  early  part  of 
1781,  the  Governor -general  set  out  from  Calcutta  with  only  a 
small  body-guard,  arrived  at  Benares,  and  sent  a  letter  of  accu- 
sations to  Ch(>yt  Sing.  The  answer  of  the  rajah  was  so  little 
satisfactory  that  Mr.  Markham  received  orders  at  10  p.m.  on 
the  6th  of  August  to  place  him  under  arrest.  This  hazardous 
though  delicate  service  was  performed  on  the  followino-  mornin"- 
without  opposition,  and  subsequently,  at  his  own  request,  Mr. 
Markham  paid  him  a  second  visit. 

Large  bodies  of  armed  men  had  in  the  meanwhile  crossed 

*   Gleig's  Life  of  Warren  Hastings,  voL  ii.  p.  SOi*. 
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the  Ganges  evidently  to  attempt  tlie  rescue  ol'  the  rajah.  Tlie 
sepoys  and  English  guards,  few  in  number,  were  attacked  and 
cut  to  pieces;  and  the  governor-general,  ]\lr.  Marhluim,  and 
the  few  friends  that  were  with  them,  ^vere  blockaded  in  the 
palace,  and  for  some  time  continued  in  immijient  danger  of  |)ein<>- 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  infuriated  Hindoos.  The  cowardly  Cheyt 
Sing,  instead  of  putting  liimself  at  their  head,  and  leading  the 
attack,  let  himself  down  hy  a  rope  ol'  turbans  into  the  river, 
and  escaped  to  the  opposite  side.  AVurren  Hastings  subse- 
quently reached  Chamnagur,  where  the  British  forces  assem- 
bled, defeated  the  army  of  Cheyt  Sing  in  two  engagements, 
drove  the  scattered  remnants  into  a  hill-fort,  and  retook  the 
sacred  city  of  the  Brahmins.  Tlie  governor-general  then  re- 
turned to  Benares,  deposed  the  rebellious  rajah,  established  a 
lirm  government,  with  JMr.  Markhani  as  J'resident,  whom  "he 
left  without  fear  of  his  discrediting  the  appointment;"  and  Ali 
Ibrahim  Cawm,  an  eminent  Hindoo,  was  his  colleague  as  head 
of  the  police. 

The  Zemindarry  of  Benares,  under  the  able  administration 
of  Mr,  ]\Iarkham,  soon  became  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
well-ordered  districts  in  British  India.  A  revenue  of  forty  lacs 
was  derived  from  it,  crime  was  suppressed,  industry  fostered, 
and  the  law  rightly  administered. 

Warren  Hastings  thus  writes  to  J\Ir.  ]\hvrkham  in  1782, 
when  he  had  administered  tlie  allairs  of  the  Zemindarry  of  Be- 
nares for  several  years.  "Your  recommendation  of  Ali  Ibrahim 
Cawm  gives  me  great  j)leasure.  I  consider  it  as  a  confirmation 
of  his  worth,  and  as  an  additional  proof  of  yours,  that  you 
have  conceived  a  friendship  for  a  man  who,  from  the  nature  of 
his  oflice,  might  have  been  to  many  others  in  your  situation 
an  object  of  jealousy.  I  need  not  tell  you,  my  dear  ]\farkham, 
that  1  possess  a  very  high  Oj)iiiion  of  your  al/dities,  and  that  1 
]'eposc  the  utmost  conhdence  in  your  integrity." 

In  1785  Warrcji  Hastings  returnetl  to  England,  where  that 
great  statesman  was  allowed  by  an  ungrateful  country  to  be 
inipeachcd,  accused  of  crimes  of  which  he  was  guiltless,  and 
covered  with  undeserved  contumely,  and  the  coarsest  abuse. 
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]\[r.  Markliam  returned  to  England  about  tlie  same  time, 
and  rendered  the  most  enieient  assistance  to  Ins  old  friend 
tlirongliout  the  whole  of  his  tedious  trial.  When  Warren 
1  laj-tings  read  his  defence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
produced  separate  answers  to  each  of  the  charges  against  him ; 
hut  as  his  own  powers  became  unequal  to  a  long  continuance 
of  the  exei'tion  of  reading  them,  he  availed  himself  of  Mr. 
Maikham's  assistance,  the  defence  lasting  through  two  whole; 
days.  The  trial  then  followed,  and  it  is  well  known  that,  after 
seven  long  years,  the  founder  of  British  power  in  India  was 
honourably  acquitted  of  crimes  of  which  he  ought  never  to 
have  been  accused. 

Mr.  ]\hirkham,  being  released  from  active  occupation,  seated 
himself  at  Bccca  Hall,  in  the  county  of  York,  Avliere  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  discharging  the  duties  of  a  iisehd 
country  gentleman,  and  indulging  his  early  taste  for  literature, 
especially  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics,  in  which  he  was  well 
versed,  and  which  accompanied  him  to  the  last:  and  thus  an 
incessant  amusement  was  derived  to  the  declining  years  ol  one 
Avorn  out  by  bodily  siillering,  and  the  tortures  of  the  gout. 

He  married  Elizalieth,  daughter  of  Oldlield  Bowles,  Esq.  of 
North  Aston,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  who  died  in  the  year 
18-11,  aged  sixty-three,  and  by  her  had  live  sons,  William, 
John,  David,  Warren,  and  Charles;  and  three  daughters, 
limma,  Laura,  and  Lucy.  He  died  iu  January,  1815,  in  the 
iifty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  lies  buried  in  the  parish  church 
of  Abcrlbrtl. 

John,  his  second  son,  a  Lieutenant  R.N.,  born  in  1797,  is 
married  to  INlarianne,  daughter  of  J.  B.  "Wood,  Esq.,  by  whom 
he  has  four  sons  John,  Ceorgc,  Alfred,  and  Albert. 

David,  the  third,  the  author  of  this  history,  was  born  11th 
of  Marcli,  1800.  lie  was  educated  at  Westminster  School,  and 
Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  entered  holy  orders.  After  having 
been  for  twelve  years  N'^icar  oi'  Stillinglleet,  Yorkshire,  he  be- 
came! IJcH'tor  of  Great  llorkesley,  Essex,  in  18.')8.  lie  was 
also  Canon  of  St.  George's  Chapel,  Windsor,  lie  died  JMarch 
31st,  1853.     He  married  Catharine,  daughter  ol"  Sir  William 
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Milner,  Bart,  of  Nun  Appleton,  in  the  county  of  York,  bv  wlioni 
he  had  three  sons  and  three  dau^l iters. 

1.  David,  born  December  25th,  1828, and  died  at  sea  in  1850. 

2.  Clements- Robert,  born  July  2()th,  1830. 

3.  Selina,  born  August  1st,  1832;  married,  June  Ist,  1852, 
Captain  R.  Quin,  R.N. 

4.  Warren,  born  July  16th,  1835,  and  died  January  11th, 
1836. 

5.  Georgina,  born  December  15t]i,  1838. 

6.  Gertru(K>,,  born  September  28th,  1842. 

Wakuen,  tlie  fourth  sou  of  Mr.  Markham,  was  a  Ca[)tain  in 
the  72nd  lligldanders.  He  was  born  rluly  15th,  1801,  and 
died  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Novemher,  1831. 

Charles,  tlie  fifth  son,  was  born  March  14tli,  1803.  lie  was 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  60th  Riiles,  and  died  at  Jamaica 
in  1843.  He  married  Jilmma,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ralph  Brand- 
ling, by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Charles. 

Of  the  daughters,  Emma,  the  eldest,  married  William  Rookes 
Crompton  Stanslield,  Esq.  of  Esholt  Plall,  Yorkshire;  Lauija, 
married  William  Mure,  Esq.  of  Caldwell,  Ayrshire;  and  Lucy 
Henry  Wickham,  Esq.  only  son  of  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Wickham. 

AVir.i.iAM  ]\fAi{KirAM,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Markham,  who 
inherited  the  estates  of  his  lather,  was  born  June  28th,  1796. 
He  was  Deputy-Lieutenant  of  the  West  Riding,  and  Colonel 
of  the  2nd  West  York  Militia.  He  married,  in  1828,  Lucy, 
second  daughter  of  William  Holbech,  Escp  of  Farnborough  in 
Warwickshii-e,  by  whom  he  had  live  sons — AVilliain,  lulwin  in 
the  artillery,  Frank,  Alfred  in  the  navy,  and  (Jervase;  and 
seven  daughters — Laura;  Adela,  Mary,  Rose,  and  Caroline, 
died  young;  Lucy  and  i^^mma.  Ho  died  in  January,  1852,  ami 
lies  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  Aherford. 

William  Markham,  of  Becca  Hall,  succeeded  his  father  in 
1852.  He  was  born  in  July,  1830,  and  was  educated  at  Kton. 
He  is  now  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Rillc  Brigade. 

Many  reasons  will  suggest  themselves  to  the  reader  of  these 
mcMuoirs,  fi)r  not  entering   into  furtlier   particulars  concerning 
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the  lives  of  those  whose  memories  are  still  tenderly  cherished 
by  the  livinf^.  The  history  of  the  descendants  of  the  daughters 
belongs  to  the  families  into  wliich  they  have  married ;  no  apology 
therefore  is  necessary  for  omitting  particular  mention  of  their 
issue. 

The  histoiy  of  the  Markhams  has  now  been  brought  down 
from  the  earliest  times  of  which  we  have  any  record  to  the 
present  moment.  We  have  seen  one  entrusted  with  the  Trea- 
sury of  England,  during  the  troublous  wars  of  Edward  the  First's 
reign;  others  presiding  as  Chief  Justices.  In  the  Church  they 
have  been  represented  by  a  Bishoj)  of  Wells,  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  whlhi  in  later  times  a  Markham  CiWv.d  with  credit  and 
dignity  the  archiepiscopal  chair  of  York.  Sir  John  Markham 
unfurled  his  banner  against  the  rebels  at  Stoke;  Godfrey  Mark- 
ham fell  fighting  sword  in  hand  for  his  King  at  Newark;  and 
not  a  few  have  bled  for  their  country  in  foreign  wars. 

The  great  and  good  deeds  of  those  among  them  who  have 
attained  to  earthly  prosperity  or  renown  have  now  been 
snatched  from  oblivion  to  urge  their  descendants  to  a  generous 
emulation  of  their  examples. 
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(.ii-ange. 


if  Sir  W.  W'lior- 
wood,  of  Stour- 
ton  C.stle. 


Sir  W.   Hawks-       Keninal.l    llei.er, 
worth,  of  Ilawk.s-     of  M.irton. 
worth. 


r" 


S,miuel  Oglu,=Ursnla.'— Lord  Altham.  Kohert,  oh.  s.p.,  marrie.l  Sir  George,  Hart.,  Tliomas.^Kran.-e»,    dan.  Waller.  K.'Ih'.v.i,  Ann.',  marr.  .\1  a  ly,  marl- 

Mary,    .lau.   of   AV.  I'en-         "oh.  H. p.  of  Sedge-  of  A.  Cuveneut,  marr.  Capt.  W..Moreiii,  .M.   1  nnstali, 

son.  lirook. 


[■'.sip 


ivi.i. 


Roll 


i.;,.). 


IVS,,. 


Sir  James  John,  Hart.,  of  Denton   Hall,  .-o.  Sutfolk,  the  last  liarouct,  marrie.!  Mary,,  marrie.l  M.  D'AmbourgCi!. 

Sarah,  .kau.  of  I!.  Clive,  of  Sty.die,  I'^s.]. 


ClIAPTKI!    111. 


LINK  OK   MAkKllAMS  OK  SKIXi  KHKOOIC. 

It  lias  been  already  stated  that  Sir  John 
(Vj  Markluuii,*  tlie  (Jliief  Justice  ol'  tlie  (Join- 
T^^^^^^P""^  nion  Pleas  in  the  reigns  of  liichard  JI.  and 
|lsV*^'***'^~r>\  Heniy  IV.,  married  Elizabetli,  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Sir  John  de  Crescl,  from 
whom  descended  the  Markhanis  of  Cotham 
and  Becca.  'J'his  Sir  -lohn  ^h^rkham  mar- 
ried a  second  time,  to  Milicent,  daughter 
of  Sir  Jolm  de  fJekeryng,  by  wiiom  he  had 
one  daughter,  and  one  son,  Sir  riohn,  who, 
livalling  his  fatln;r  in  the  honours  of  his 
profession,  luinded  down  his  name  to  posterity  as  an  iiu:orrupt- 
iblc  disjxjnser  oi  justice  in  tlie  most  corrupt  ])criod  of  iMiglish 
history. 

Slli  John  Maukh.v.m,  tlie  ftninder  o['  \\\r  line  ul'  Seilgel)rook. 
became  King's  Serjeant  in  tlir  ^•ear  1444,  an, 1  in  process  of 
tim(3  a  jniisiie  judge  of  the  ("oiirt  ol"  King's  lU'iirh,  ^vhel•e  he 
continued  for  nlnctei'u  years,  when  the  political  events  of  the 
pei'iod,  which  so  oftiMi  have  the  efl'eet  ol  raising  up  one  and 
hurUng  down  another,  opened  to  him  a  career  that  many  may 
view  wistlully  I'rom  a  distance,  but  only  uiie  now  and  then  is 
able  successfully  to  run. 

Sir  rlohn  h'ortescue  was  at  that  time  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
a  very  close  and  active  adlicreiit  oi  the  1  louse  o(  Lancaster. 
Markhaiu  held  very  ditferent  opinions,  and,  being  a  tleciiled 
advocatt!  for  hert-dltary  right,  stani-hlv  uplield  the  claims  ot 
the  House  of  York.      It  so  tell  out,  ilial  Nvlieii   lleni\'  \  I.  wu> 
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imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  and  tlie  Lancaatriun  party  dispersed 
and  iled,  among  them  Sir  John  Fortescue,  all  eyes  were 
turned  upon  Markhani  to  fill  his  plaee.  lie  was  therefore 
selected  by  Edward  IV.  for  the  olHce  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  JCing's  Bench.  "Althougli  he  was  such  a  strong  legiti- 
mist," says  Lord  Campbell,  "he  was  known  not  only  to  be 
an  excellent  lawyer,  but  a  man  of  honourable  and  indepen- 
dent principles.  The  appointment  therefore  gave  high  satis- 
faction, and  was  considered  a  good  omen  lor  the  new  regime." 

In  comparing  the  merits  of  Markham  and  his  predecessor, 
old  Fuller  in  his  Worthies  of  England  says,  "  These  1  may  call 
tlie  two  Chief  Justices  of  the  Chief  Justices,  for  their  signal 
integrity;  for,  though  one  of  them  favoured  the  House  of  Lan- 
caster, and  the  other  of  York,  in  the  titles  to  the  crown,  both 
ol'  them  favoured  the  house  of  justice  in  matters  betwixt  party 
and  party." 

Indeed  Sir  John  Markham  was  so  strictly  impartial,  and  so 
rigid  in  giving  his  decisions  according  to  the  exact  merits  of 
the  case,  that  he  very  frequently  gave  offence  to  his  own  party; 
ajul  indeed  in  one  remarkable  instance  his  inflexible  sense  of 
justice,  and  his  determination  to  adhere  to  it  at  all  hazards, 
notwithstanding  the  frowns  and  menaces  of  a  powerful  faction 
tdu>u(  the  court,  wa.s  so  olVeusive  to  the  luling  powers,  that  it 
eventually  cost  him  his  place.  Thus,  alter  having  presided  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Jiench  from  the  year  14G2  to  1471,  he  was 
displaced  to  make  room  for  a  worthless  wretch.  Sir  Thomas 
Billing,  who  by  the  basest  means  had  been  undermining  Mark- 
liam's  character,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  having  him  stripped 
of  his  office:  though  the  one  lost  it  with  infinitely  more  credit 
than  the  other  gained  it.  'fhe  immediate  cause  of  Sir  John 
Markham's  dismissal  from  his  high  office,  and  consequent  re- 
tirement into  private  life,  is  thus  related  by  Dr.  Thomas  Fuller 
in  liis  "Holy  State." 

"  We  will  instance  and  insist  on  a  memorable  act  of  t)ur 
judge,  which,  though  single  in  itself,  was  plural  in  the  con- 
cernings  thereof,  unci  let  the  reader  know  that  1  have  not  been 
careless  to  search,   though  unliappy   not    to   liiul,  the   (irlginal 
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record,  perchance  al»olislieil  on  purpose,  ami  silenced  For  telling 
tales,  perhaps  of  great  ones. 

"  We  must  be  contented  to  write  the  story  out  oC  the  L^nglish 
Chronicles  :  and  let  him  die  of  drought,  without  pity,  who 
will  not  quench  his  thirst  at  the  river,  because  he  cannot  come 
at  the  fountain.  King  Edward  iV.,  having  married  into  the 
family  of  the  Woodvilles  (gentlemen  of  more  anticjuity  than 
wealth,  and  of  higher  spirit  than  fortunes),  thought  it  fit  fur 
his  own  honour  to  bestow  honours  upon  them,  but  he  could 
not  so  easily  provide  them  with  wealth  as  with  titles.  For 
lionour  he  could  derive  from  himself,  like  li<iht  from  a  candle, 
without  any  diminishing  of  his  own  lustre  ;  whereas  wealth 
flowing  fiom  him  as  Avater  from  a  fountain,  made  the  spring 
the  shallower.  Wherefore  he  resolved  to  cut  down  some  prime 
subjects,  and  engraft  the  (Queen's  kindred  into  tlicir  estates, 
which  otherwise,  like  suckers,  must  feed  on  the  stock  of  his  own 
Exchequer. 

"  There  was  at  this  time  one  Sir  Thomas  Cook,  late  Lord 
Mayor  of  l^ondon,  and  Ivnight  of  the  ]3ath,  one  who  hail  well 
licked  his  fingers  iinder  (^ucen  Margar(!t  (whose  wardrober  he 
was,  and  customer  of  Hampton),  a  man  of  great  estate.  Jt  was 
agreed  that  he  should  be  accused  of  high  treason,  and  a  com- 
mission of  oyer  and  terminer  granted  forth  to  the  Lord  Mayor, 
the  ihiko  of  (Marcnce,  the  I'arl  oi'  \\'arwick,  the  Earl  llivers, 
Sir  John  JMarkham,  and  others,  to  try  him  in  Culld  Hall  :  and 
the  king  by  ])rivate  instruction  to  the  judge  ap])eared  so  far 
that  Cook,  though  he  was  not,  must  be  found  guilty  ;  and  if 
the  law  were  too  short,  the  judge  must  sti'ctch  it  to  his 
purpose.*  The  fault  laid  to  his  charge  was,  for  lending  monies 
to  (iueen  Margaret,  wife  of  Henry  VI.  The  proof  was  the 
confession  of  one  Hawkins,  who,  being  racked  in  the  Tower, 
confessed  so  much.  The  counsel  of  the  king,  hanging  as  much 
weight  upon  each  wire  as  it  would  hold,  aggravated  each  par- 

*  "  That  no  man  can  be  arrested  by  tlie  king,  was  an  establislieJ  nuixini  of  our 
jurisprudence,  in  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  A  subject,  said  Cliief  Justice  Markliam 
to  that  prince,  may  arrest  for  treason;  the  king  cannot,  for  if  tlie  arrest  be  illegal, 
the  party  has  no  reinody  against  the  king." — Macaulay's  Essays,  vol.  i.  p.  loO. 
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ticnlar,  and  by  Ins  rhotoncal  iloiirislies  blew  tbo  fault  up  to  a 
great  Ueiglit.  Sir  TIioiimih  [)lea'lo(l  for  lilinseIC,  tliat  Hawkins 
indeed  upon  a  season  came  to  him,  and  re( [nested  liim  to  lend 
a  thousand  marks  on  gootl  security.  Ihit  he  ilesired  first  to 
know  for  whom  the  mony  should  be,  and,  understanding  it  was 
ibr  Queen  Margaret,  denied  to  lend  any  mony  :  though  at  last 
the  Said  Hawkins  descended  so  low  as  to  require  but  one  hun- 
dred marks,  and  departed  without  any  mony  lent. 

"Judge  JNIarkham,  in  a  grave  speech,  did  recapitulate,  select, 
and  collate  the  material  points  on  either  side,  shewing  that  the 
proof"  reached  not  the  charge  of  high  treason  ;  and  misprision 
of  treason  was  the  highest  it  would  amount  to  ;  and  intimated 
to  the  jury  to  be  tender  in  the  matter  of  life,  and  discharge 
good  consciences. 

"  The  jnry,  being  wise  men  (whose  apprehension  could 
make  up  a  whole  sentence  from  every  word  of  the  judge),  saw 
it  behoved  them  to  draw  up  treason  into  as  narro\v  a  compass 
as  might  be,  lest  it  became  their  own  case  :  for  they  lived  in  a 
troublesome  world,  wherein  the  cards  were  so  shuflled  that  two 
kings  were  turned  up  trumps  at  once,  which  amazed  men 
Irow  to  play  their  games.  Whereupon  they  acquitted  the  pri- 
soner of  high  treason,  and  found  him  gnilty  as  the  ju<lgc 
tlirectod. 

"  Yet  it  cost  Sir  T.  Cook,  before  he  could  get  his  liberty, 
eight  hundred  pounds  to  the  Queen,  and  eight  thousand  pounds 
to  the  Kin<if ;  a  siun  in  that  atrc  sounding  more  like  the  ransom 
of  a  ])i-ince  than  the  fine  of  a  subject.  l^esides,  during  his 
iiiijjrisonment,  the  I^ord  l\ivers,  the  (jueen's  father,  liad  de- 
spoiled his  houses,  one  in  the  city,  another  in  the  county,  of 
plate  and  furniture,  for  which  he  never  received  a  penny  recom- 
pense. Yet  God  righted  him  for  the  wrongs  men  did  him,  by 
blessing  the  remnant  of  his  estate,  to  him  and  his  posterity,  who 
still  flourish  at  Gidea  Hall  in  Essex. 

"A-j  for  Sir  tTohn  JNIarkham,  the  king's  displeasure  fell  so 
heavy  upon  him,  that  he  was  outed  of  his  place,  and  Sir 
Thomas  Billing  put  in  his  room  ;  though  the  one  lost  that 
office  with  more  honour  than  the  other  uot  it  :  and  ijlorietl  in 
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tins,  that,  tliough  the  king  could  make  him  7io  judge,  he  could 
not  nuike  him  no  ujyright  jmhji'." 

This  trial  was  many  years  afterwards  skilfully  used  by  Sir 
Nicholas  Thronrinorton,  when  in  the  time  of  Queen  ]\rary  he 
was  tried  upon  a  charge  of  having  been  concerned  in  Sir 
'I'homas  Wyatt's  rebellion,  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 
day,  Sir  Thomas  Brondey.  The  defence  he  made  was  most 
masterly,  at  once  shewing  up  the  Itdsity  of  the  charge,  and  the 
unjust  conduct  of  the  judge. 

"  TiniOGMORTON. — As  to  the  said  alleged  four  precedents 
against,  I  have  alleged  as  many  for  me,  and  1  would  wish  my 
Lord  Chief  Justice  should  incline  your  judgments  rather  after 
the  example  of  your  honom-able  predecessors,  Justice  Markham 
and  others,  which  did  eschew  corrupt  judgments,  judging  cor- 
rectly and  sincerely  after  the  lawe  and  the  principles  in  the 
same,  than  after  such  men  as,  swerving  from  the  truth,  the 
maxime,  and  the  lawe,  did  judge  corruptly,  maliciously,  and 
affectionately. 

"  Chief  Justice  Bromley. —  Justice  IMarkham  had  reason 
to  warrant  his  doings :  for  it  did  appear  that  a  merchant  of 
London  was  arraigned  and  slanderously  accused  of  treason  for 
compassing  and  imagining  the  king's  death.  He  did  saye  he 
would  make  ITis  soune  heir  to  the  crowne,  and  the  merchant 
MU'ant  it  of  a  house  in  Chepeside  at  the  sign  of  the  Crowne:  but 
your  case  is  not  so. 

"  TiiHOGMORTON.— ]\Iy  case  doth  differ,  1  grant,  but  specially 
because  I  have  not  such  a  judge."* 

Sir  John  IMarkham  is  recorded  as  a  man  eminently  upright 
in  his  generation,  and  famous  for  his  stanch  resistance  to 
bribes,  the  usual  means  at  that  time  of  obtaining  a  lavourable 
decision  in  courts  of  justice.  Yet,  however  stilf  and  unbending 
the  Chief  Justice  might  have  been  when  on  the  seat  where 
judo-ment  was  to  be  given,  he  could  at  iitting  times  relax 
his  severity,  and  exhibit  a  considerable  fund  of  lunnour. 
An    instance    of  this  jocose    turn,    mixed  with   the  habitual 

*    llowfirs  Stiito  Papers,    Hciliuhlu'il. 
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gravity  of  his  demeanour,  is  given  by  the  okl  author  before 
mentioned.* 

"  A  lady  would  traverse  a  suit  of  law  agahist  the  will  of  her 
husband,  who  was  contented  to  buy  his  quiet  by  giving  her 
her  Avill  therein,  thougli  otherwise  persuaded  in  his  judgment 
the  cause  would  go  against  her.  This  lady,  dwelling  in  the 
shire  town,  invited  Judge  ]\hirkham  to  dinner,  and  (though 
thrilly  enough  herseli)  treated  him  with  sumptuous  entertain- 
ment. Dinner  being  done,  and  the  cause  being  called,  the 
judge  clearly  gave  it  against  her;  and  when  in  a  passion  she 
vowed  never  to  invite  a  judge  again :  '  Nay,  wile,'  said  he,  'vow 
never  to  invite  a  just  judge  any  more.'  " 

After  he  was  deprived,  Sir  John  Markham  "retired  and 
built  a  burial-place  at  his  seat  at  Sedgebrook  in  Lincolnshire: 
over  it  he  erected  a  chamber,  where  he  lo(iged,  and  spent  his 
latter  days  in  great  piety  and  devotion.  Here  also  he  was 
buried  in  a  fair  marble  tomb,  which  still  remains,  not  much 
defaced."  This  description  was  written  by  Canjden  in  Queen 
i^^lizabeth's  reign;  now  the  appearance  of  things  has  undergone 
a  very  lamentable  change.  The  monument  has  been  com- 
pletely stripped  of  its  brasses,  and  there  only  remains  on  the 
broken  slab  the  impression  of  the  judge's  figure,  and  of  several 
coatvS  of  amis,  but  no  fragment  of  an  inscription.  In  a  modern 
wallol'Avhat  Avas  the  judge's  chapel  has  been  placed  a  small  slab, 
on  which  is  rudely  engraved  a  iemale  figure,  said  to  be  that  of 
his  wife.  The  chapel  has  been  handsome,  but  is  now  sadly 
disfigured,  since  it  became  the  parish  school;  beneath  its  pave- 
ment the  Markhams  were  doubtless  buried, f  and  in  an  obscure 
part  of  its  roof  still  hang  the  fragments  of  funereal  banncu-s, 
but  so  tattered  and  covered  with  dust  that  one  can  rather 
fancy  than  sec  upon  them  the  arms  of  Markham. 

♦  Fuller. 

t  "  In  St.  Michael's  Chapel,  in  the  quyer  of  Sedgehrooke,  lyethe  buryod  John 
Murkhiini  the  Judge,  in  a  fayre  tomb  of  gray  marble,  but  all  tlie  eseutcbeons  and 
inticriptiun  are  gone.  There  lyetlie  also  Thomiw  Markham  his  son,  and  Catherine 
his  wyfe."  (M.S.  in  British  Museum).  Several  other  monuments  are  mentioned, 
including  full-length  portraits  in  brass,  «Si.c. 
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Sir  John  IMiirkliam  was  created  a  Kniglit  of  the  Bath  in  the 
Ih'st  year  of  Edward  IV.,  at  the  same  tiuic  prohably  that  lie 
was  raised  to  the  chief  justiceship  of  the  Jung's  Bench.  He 
married  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Simon  Leeke,  who 
brought  liim  a  fair  estate,  and  by  her  he  had  issue  Jolin,  and 
Simon,  wlio  dietl  unmarried,  and  Thomas  who  succeeded  him. 

Thomas  JMakkham,  Lord  of  Sedgebrook,  inherited  the  pro- 
perty at  the  death  of  his  father.  We  know  nothing  more  of 
liim  than  that  lie  married  Catherine,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Sir  William  Ihirtshorne.  He  died  in  the  year  1491,  and  was 
buried  with  his  father  in  the  church  of  Sedgebrook.  He  had 
several  children,  of  whom  John,  the  eldest,  died  before  his  father, 
leaving  issue;  and  Jerome,  Avho  married  a  daughter  of  William 
de  Longvilliers,  a  direct  descendant  of  Bertha  JNhakham,  the 
wife  of  William  dc  Longvilliers  in  the  time  of  Edward  L 
By  her  he  had  two  sons,  Ellis  and  Geoil'rey;  and  one  daughter, 
Katharine,  who  was  a  great  flivourite  and  much  noticed  by 
Henry  VHL 

Ellis  Markham,  of  Laneham,  in  Nottinghamshire,  was 
Knight  of  the  Shire  for  that  county  in  three  parliaments,  the 
second  of  IMary,  and  the  iirst  and  second  of  Philip  and  J\hiry. 
lie  was  also  in  commission  of  the  peace  and  Gustos  llotulorum, 
and  was  appointed  Sequestrator  of  the  see  of  York  in  C^ueen 
Mary's  nMgu.  In  Strype's  "  Memorials  ol'  Crannier,"  we  have 
a  very  one-sided  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  Holgate, 
Archbishop  of  York,  was  treated  by  the  Romish  party,  wliicli 
had  resumed  its  sway  under  the  bigoted  Mary.  After  stating 
that  Holgate  was  committed  to  the  Tower  on  pretence  of 
treason,  but  chiefly,  he  supposes,  because  he  was  rich,  and  that 
vi'hile  he  was  there  his  houses  were  rilled,  Strype  goes  on  to 
say  that  "from  Cawood  were  taken,  by  one  Ellis  ALarkham, 
first,  in  ready  money  900/.;  2  mitres;  in  plate,  parcel  gilt,  seven 
hunched  and  fifty-seven  ounces;  in  gilt  plate,  eleven  hundred 
and  seventy  ounces;  one  broken  cross  of  silver  gilt,  with  one 
image,  broken,  weighing  forty-seven  ounces.  Sold  by  the  said 
Markliani  five  score  beasts,  and  four  hundred  muttons.  Sold 
all    the   sheep   belonging    to    the   archbishop,  supposed   to    be 
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2,500.  Moreover  he  took  away  two  Turkey  carpets  of  wool, 
as  big  and  as  good  as  any  subject  had;  also  a  chest  full  of 
copes  and  vestments  of  cloth  of  tissue,  two  very  good  beds  of 
down,  and  six  of  the  best  young  horses  that  were  at  Cawood. 
Sold  all  his  stores  of  honsehold-wheat,  200  quarters;  malt,  500 
quarters;  oats,  60 quarters;  wine,  5  or  6  tun;  lisli  and  ling,  6  or 
700;  with  very  much  household  store.  This  was  done  by  this 
]\Iarkham,  upon  pretence  that  he  was  guilty  of  treason  or  great 
crimes." 

But  Strype  does  not  consider  that  tJiis  Markham,  as  he  calls 
him,  was  acting  under  the  authority  of  his  sovereign,  at  a  time 
wlien  religious  rancour  and  party  spirit  were  at  their  highest; 
for  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  exceeded  the  powers 
witli  which  he  was  invested,  or  was  actuated  by  any  sellish 
ends  in  his  public  conduct. 

Ellis  Markham  married  Rosamond,  daughter  of  Sir  Peter 
Fretchville,  by  whom  lie  had  two  sons,  Jerome,  slain  by 
George  Noel,  and  Gervase,  who  served  Queen  Elizabeth  in  the 
wars,  with  o-reat  valour  and  conduct.  Gervase  died  without 
issue,  and  lies  buried  in  the  same  tomb  with  his  father  in 
Laneham  Church.  There  is  a  handsome  monument  in  this 
church  still  in  good  repair,  with  the  flithcr  in  his  magisterial 
robes,  and  his  son  behind  him  in  armour,  with  a  love -lock 
falling  from  his  head,  and  fastened  to  his  belt;  both  kneeling 
in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  with  the  following  inscription — 

"  Here  lye  interred  y°  bodies  of  Ellis 

Markliani  Esquier,  J  ustice  of  peace 

und  quuruiu  in  y*  countie  of  Nottingliain, 

and  Gervase  Marlihani,  liis  sonne,  Captaiiio 

of  y''  lioi-se  in  y"^  said  countie  :  who  lon^ 

served  her  Majestie  in  her  warres  with 

cxtraordinurie  proofe  in  Irelande  and  y'  lowe 

Countries. 
Jervase  Markham  departed  this  life  tlie  17''' 
Daye  of  Jaiiuarie,  ItiSO." 

Geoffrey  Markham,  the  brother  of  Ellis,  was  High  Slieiilfoi' 
the  county  of  Nottingham  the  twenty-second  of  danu's  1.       lie 
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luiivvicd  Ciithorine,  iliui;^hter  of  Sir  (Jeorgi;  Tiirjnii,  and  by  her 
liiul  a  sou  .Folm,  "  siiniained  Cioucliback,"  "  a  valiant  con- 
suinci"  of  liis  estate." 

W^o  now  return  to  the  direet  line. 

Richard  Maukham,  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  his  wife  Alice, 
inherited  Scdgebrook  from  liis  grandfather,  Thomas  IMarkham. 
He  married  a  daughter  of  Sir  (Jeorge  Ilcaveringham  of  Kct- 
teringham,  whoso  ancestor,  (ndCridc  de  Ilcaveringham,  was 
r^ord  of  Hcaveringham  in  the  reign  of  King  Canute  (a.D. 
1020).  By  her  he  had  many  children,  among  whom  were 
,Tohn,  the  eldest;  William,  surnamcd  the  otter-hunter;  and 
Katharine,  who  was  drowned  at  Sedgebrot)k. 

doiiN  Maukham   succeeded    his    father   Richard.       He    was 
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High  Sheriff  for  the  county  of  I.incohi,  and  married  IMary, 
davtghter  of  George  Lee,  of  Southwell,  by  whom  he  liad  John, 
Vho°  succeeded   him;    Alice,  "  cast    away  upon   one  Nicholas 
Hounsey;"  and  Abraham,  drowned  under  London    Bridge. 

Sm  John  Makkkam  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from 
Henry  VHL  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Anthony 
Thorold,  of  Marston,  by  whom  he  had  Anthony,  who  suc- 
ceeded him,  and  other  childien. 

Sin  Anthony  Makkham  succeeded  Ids  father,  and  was 
knighted  by  James  L  at  Belvoir  Castle  during  his  progress 
from  Edinburgh  to  London,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  crown 
of  England.  "He  married  Bridget,  daughter  of  Sir  James 
Harington,  and  died  in  1604,  leaving  several  children,  of  whom 

Robert  succeeded  him. 

Henry  ]Vlarkham,  his  second  son,  departing  from  the  stanch 
loyalty  of  the  rest  of  his  llnnily,  .lid  good  service  in  the  Par- 
liamentary party  under  Cromwell,  and  is  frequently  mcntione<l 
in  the  accounts  "of  the  skirmishes  and  battles  of  that  time.     He 
rose  to  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  was  wounded  at  tlic  battle  of 
Naseby.     He  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Newark,  in  which  he 
took  a  conspicuous  part,  and  of  Belvoir  Castle,  of  which  latter 
he  was  Governor  for  three  years.     In  the  year  165U  he  was 
,H;ule  one  o['  (he  Conuuissioners  fur  Lvland.      At  the  period  ot 
the   IJesloration,  Colonel  Markham    was  in    the   command  ot 
troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  narrowly  escaped 
with  his  life  when  he  was  the  bearer  of  dispatches  to  the  Lord 
Mayor   and    Common   Councilmen   of  London   from   General 
Monk,  urging  them  to  use  their  best  endeavours  in  unison  with 
his  northern  army.      These  dispatches  fell  into  the  hands  of 
tlie   Committee  of   Safety,   by  whom    Colonel  Markhanr   was 
committed   to  prison,  with   threats  of  worse  treatment.      ihe 
stirring  events  however  that   soon    after  followed    caused  his 
release"   and  he  escaped  without  lurther  damage  from  his  old 
associates,  or  from  the  ivstored   monarchy,  on  account  of  the 
l.art  he  had  taken  in  those  troublous  times.     Colonel   Henry 
Markham  was  married,  but  died  without  issue. 

Siu  rtomaiT  Maukham  succeeded  his  fatl.er   Sir  .\uthony  at 
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Sedgebrook.  At  the  period  when  Charles  I.  raised  his  standard 
at  Nottinf'ham,  lie  was  found  to  be  amonj^  the  first  of  those 
who  Hocked  to  liim ;  and  for  his  zeal  and  the  numbers  that  he 
persuaded  to  join  in  the  royal  cause  he  was  created  a  Baronet 
on  August  22nd,  1G42.  In  what  maimer  he  was  engaged 
during  the  period  that  Charles  maintained  his  own  against  the 
Parliamentary  forces,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover,  but  it 
is  certain  that  after  the  death  of  the  king  he  was  not  so  deeply 
concerned  but  that  he  was  enabled  to  compound  with  the 
Parliamentary  Commissioners,  and  so  saved  his  estates  from 
confiscation.  Sir  Robert  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Sir 
Edward  Ilussey,  of  liunnington,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  by 
whom  he  had  Robert,  who  succeeded  him ;  and  Anthony, 
(whose  descendant  Avas  the  last  baronet),  who  married 
Katharine,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Whorwood,  by  whom  he 
had  Thomas,  who,  marrying  Frances,  daughter  of  A.  Covenent, 
Esq.,  had  issue  James  John,  of  whom  hereafter. 

Sir  RoiJEiJT  Maukiiam,  Bart,  living  at  a  time  when  the 
country  was  wearied  with  intestine  strife,  and  too  thankful  to 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  peace,  passed  his  time  as  a  quiet  country 
gentleman.  lie  married  ]\lary,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Widdrington,  of  Sherburn  Grange,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
])\  whom  he  had  Ursula,  nuuried  to  Lord  Altham,and  George, 
who  succeeded  his  father. 

Sm  GKOitGii  MAitKiiAir,  Bart,  was  never  married.  I  have 
not  discovered  any  thing  relating  to  him  ol'  any  interest, 
beyond  the  fact  of  liis  having  taken  a  great  liking  to  his 
distant  kinsman  William  Markham,  afterwards  Archbishop  of 
York;  to  whom  he  intimated  his  intention  of  making  him  his 
heir,  which  if  he  had  done,  the  ancient  property  of  Sedge- 
brook  would  have  remained  in  the  I'amily.  A  dispute  however 
haviiig  arisen  between  Sir  George  and  William  Markham, 
who  was  then  very  young,  as  to  whether  the  line  ol'Cotham  or 
that  of  Sedgebrook  were  the  elder  branch,  and  neither  being 
inclined  to  give  way.  Sir  George  grew  cool  to  his  young- 
kinsman,  and  at  his  death  bequeathed  his  estates  to  Dr.  ]5ernard 
Wilson,  the  Rector  of  Newark.       Sir  George  died  at  Tiath   in 
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the  year  1736,  and  lies  buried  with  his  ancestors  in  the  church 
of  Sedgehrouk . 

Sir  James  John  Makkilui,  hint,  great-grandson  of  the  fust 
baronet,  descended  from  his  second  son  Anthony,  and  con- 
sequently second  cousin  to  Sir  George,  succeeded  to  the  title; 
and,  though  the  ancient  estate  of  Sedgebrook  passed  into  other 
hands,  yet  he  inherited  property  from  his  father  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  called  Denton  Hall.  'Jliis  he  made  the  chief  jjlace  ot 
his  residence  till  he  married  (when  far  advanced  in  life)  Sarah, 
daughter  of  liichard  Clive,  of  Styche,  in  Shropshire.  Sir 
James  had  been  in  the  army  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  and 
served  with  distinction  in  Germany.  He  is  described  by  an 
old  lady  who  well  recollected  him  as  being  "  a  very  tall  man, 
with  old-fashioned  manners,  and  very  exact  aiid  primitive  in 
the  whole  manner  of  his  life." 

He  died  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age,  in  1779,  and  was  buried 
at  Moreton  Sage,  near  Market  Drayton,  leaving  no  children. 
Thus  the  baronetcy  and  the  Sedgebrook  branch  of  Markhams 
became  extinct. 

Lady  Markham  died  January,  1828,  at  the  Grove,  near 
Drayton  (whither  Sir  James  had  removed  after  leaving  Denton), 
tuul  wl/u'h  slu'  pipbubly  bruuglit  him  on  her  marriage.  She 
was  laid  bv  the  remains  vi'  her  hu.^baud  in  the  9()lli  ye'ar  of 
her  atre. 
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Thomas  ]\rAi{KnAJr,  geneniUy  known  at. 
that   time   as   "  Black    JMaikluun  oi'  Jvirl)y 
Ik'llers,"  Wiis  the  eldest  son  oi"  Sir  John       . 
Markliani    of  Cot.luun*   by    liis   third    wiUt  W '' 
Anno,  daughter  of  Sir  Jolni-.  Stivlly,  and     <;^- 


relict  of  Sir  Kichard  Stanln>pe.^_^  This 
Tlioniiis  was  a  man  oC  some  mark  in  his  (.lay, 
and  born  to  a  considei'able  iidiuritance  by 
right  of  Ins  mother.  He  also  became 
possessed  of  a  much  larger  estate,  a  great 
portion  of  which  was  brought  to  him  by 
his  Avife  Ahiry,  daughter  and  heiress  of  liyee  (Jriilin,  ul'  Jiray- 
brook  and  Dingley  (who  was  slain  at  Norwich ).f 

Ollerton  was  the  usual  place  of  his  resi<.lence,  and  he  is  desig- 
nated of  that  place,  but  whether  he  came  to  it  by  inheritance, 
or  by  purchase,  does  not  api»eiir.  Ibnv  Kirby  I'dlcrs  (which 
WHS  as  highly  esteemed  as  a  ))lac(;  lor  hunting,  by  sj)(ulsnK'n 
of  that  day,  as  iMelttni  Mowbray  is  now,  near  wdiich  it  is  situated) 
came  into  his])oss('ssion,  J  cannot  ascertain.  In  passing  through 
the  vilhige  of  J\iil>y  tellers,  which  alierwards  Ijelouged  to  Sij- 
Francis   Ihirdett,  niay  \n'.  seem   an   old   house  of  the  pi'riod   of 

*  See  page  1^  ^7 

f  "Sir  'riioiuaa  Uriftin,  by  will  15(jG,  died  seised  of  the  manor  ami  hundred  of 
Cliippiiig  Warden,  held  in  capite  by  payment  of  (iO/s.  yearly  to  the  ward  of  Roek- 
ingliani  Caatlo,  for  tho  reparation  of  the  tower  called  Griffin's  Tower,  then  waste; 
leaving  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Markhani  l^scj.  his  heir  general, aged  lil,and  'IMionias 
Griffin  his  son  and  heir,  aged  !55;  but  wlio  for  twelve  years  had  been  u  dund)  idiot 
and  lunatick.  Markliam  and  his  wife  in  Ea.ster  term  'J.  KHz.  pui-suaiit  to  tlif 
covenant  in  tlie  deed  of  settlement  in  4.  I'^^liz.  levied  a  tine  of  the  niaiior  of  I'liipiiing 
AVarden." — Baker's  History  of  Noithamptonshire, 

II 


V 


4. 


t 


/  /m 


> ..  '■ 


M 


98 


/ji  in,' 


STOKY  OF  THE  MAUKriAM   FAMILY. 


Qucon  Eliaabeth,  situated  in  \vli;it  iip])C'ai-s  to  have  been  an  old 
park,  and  was  in  all  pro1)al)iliiv  tlic  sj)ot  to  wliicli  Tliomas 
MarkliaTn,  liiti^ued  by  the  life  ola  courtier,  retired  to  enjoy  the 
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sj)orts  of  the  field.  He  divided  his  leisure  time  between  this 
])lace  and  lU'skwood  Park,  a  royal  residence,  uf  whicli  1  iiiid 
the  following  account: — "It  hath  a  fair  lodge  in  it;  and  in 
respect  of  the  pleasant  situation  of  the  place,  and  conveniency 
of  hunting  and  pleasure,  this  park  and  K)dge  hath  been  for 
many  years  the  desire  and  achievement  of  great  men  :  three 
Earls  of  liutland  had  it,  and  belbre  that  Thomas  ]\hirkham,  a 
great  courtier  and  servant  of  Queen  J^'dizabeth  had  it." 

Thomas  Markham  seems  to  have  been  in  high  consideration 
with  his  royal  mistress,  and  to  have  been  much  favoured   by 
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licr  ;  who  among  other  honours  bestowed  upon  hiui  tlie  liigli 
stewardsliij)  of  Mansfield,*  and  tlie  rangei'slii])  ol'  ShcrwouiJ 
Forest  ;  and  mailc  him  ytandard-bearer  to  her  band  of  gcntle- 
nian  pensioners. f 

The  j)r()spenty  however  in  whicli  lor  many  years  lie  li\H'd 
became  nuieh  overcast  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  owing  to 
the  perversion  of  two  of  his  sons  to  the  Koniish  faith  ;  a  nnitter 
whicli  at  that  time  was  construed  to  be  high  treason. 

Thomas  i\hu'kham  was  High  Shei-iif  for  the  county  of  Not- 
tingham 19  Eliz.  He  liad  issue  by  his  wife  Mary  Griflln 
sevi'ral  children,  of  whom  George  the  second  son,  wlio  eventu- 
ally succeeded  his  Hither,  married  rJudith,  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Jolin  Withernwick,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Claxton,  in  Lin- 
colnshire ;  John,  who  married  Ids  cousin  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir 
Itobert  Markham  of  Gotham  ;  llobert,  uf  whom  hereafter;  and 
Grillin. 

Sii{  GniKi'iN  Maukham,  the  eldest  son,  set  out  in  early  life 
with  the  brightest  prospects,  yet  an  ambitious  and  reckless 
cai'eer  soon  overclouded  them,  and  he  ended  his  daj's  an  exiled 
and  ruined  man.  The  first  we  know  of  him  is  that  he,  with 
many  other  young  men  of  family,  joined  that  expedition  whicli 
(^Lieen  j^lizabeth  sent  out  under  the  cominaml  of  Robert  Lail 
of  l^^ssex,  to  the  assistance  of  TIenrv  IV.  of  France.  Essex 
tlolennined  upon  the  attack  of  K'ouen  ;  during  the  progress  ol" 
which  siege  nuicli  prowess  was  displayed  by  the  young  nn-n 
wlio  had  come  for  the  first  time  to  ilesh  their  swords  in  war  ; 
and  Markham  was  one  of  twenty-four  knights  which  were  tlieii 
made  by  the  ]<]arl.:j:  AVe  next  find  him  pursuing  a  gallinit 
and  lionourable  course,  and  carving  out  a  name  as  a  brave  and 
judicious  soldier,  in  the  war  in  Ireland,  imder  his  old  chief. 
On  one  occasion,  though  a  captain  of  liorsi;,  which  in  those 
days  was  a.  mucli  more  prominent  and  imj)ortant  post  than  it  is 
iu)\v,  he  unhesitatingly  dismounted  and  with  six  of  the  best 
gentlenu.'U  of  his  troops  served  "  bravely  on  foot,  for  no  horse 
could  pass  the  way  they  canie."      "  In  all   this  journey,"  con- 

*   Burglik'y  State  Papers.  f  Thoroton's  NottiiiglKimsliire. 

1^  Journal  of  tlio  Siego  of  Koticn,  puldislied  liy  tlie  Caindeii  Society,  pp.  27,  71. 

II  2 


100  HISTORY  OP  THE  JIAUKIIAM  FAMILY. 

timies  Sir  .John  JTaringUni,  "I  was  coinenide  to  llio  l''avl  oC 
Kildare,  and  slept  both  on  onu  jiilluw  lor  the;  most  part  {.•wry 
nig-lit :  and  here  at  the  parting,  my  h)rd  gave  Sir  Jolm  Grillin 
Ahirkham  great  comnu'iidations,  and  made  him  Colonel  and 
Commander  of  all  the  horse  in  Connaught."  lUit  to  the  valour 
and  conduct  that  was  necessary  lor  a  good  soldier,  Sir  Grillin 
a<lded  the  stndy  of  the  tactics  of"  war,  and  was  in  as  much 
esteem  lor  the  tlieory  of  it  as  for  its  piactice  :  an  evidence 
of  which  we  liave  in  Sir  tlolm  Harington,  wlio  was  sent  by  the 
()ueen  to  report  on  the  ci^nduct  of  lilssex,  during  the  time  he 
Avas  in  Ireland,  who  thus  writes  to  a  friend:  "And  as  to  warr, 
joyning  the  piTictise  to  the  theory,  and  reading  tlie  book  you 
so  praised,  and  other  books  of  Sir  ( Jriflin  Markham's,  with  his 
conference  and  instructions,  I  hope  at  my  coming  home  to  talk 
of  counterscarpes  and  cazaniats  with  any  of  our  captains. 

Sir  GrilTin  however  seems  to  have  had  a  restless  spirit,  and, 
as  we  have  seen  before,  gave  some  ollence  to  the  Queen  besides 
that  of  becoming  a  Papist,  and  was  banisheil  from  court  some 
nine  or  ten  years  before  her  death.  It  was  not  however  till 
the  next  reign  that  Sir  GrifHn  l)cgan  to  tamper  with  treasonable 
matters;  and  then  it  is  that  we  find  him  mixed  up  in  that 
conspiracy  which  had  lor  its  oI)ject  the  raising  of  Lady 
Arabella  Stuart  to  the  throne,  in  opposition  to  James  1.  The 
grounds  of  ibis  conspiracy  have  always  born  wrapped  in  mys- 
tery, and  history  gives  but  slender  materials  to  enable  us  to 
unravel  it.  lluine  tells  us  tbat,  "  though  no  one  could  find  any 
marks  of  a  concerted  enter])ri6e,  it  appeared  that  men  of  furious 
and  ambitious  spirits,  meeting  frequently  together,  and  believing 
all  the  world  discontented  like  themselves,  had  entertained 
very  criminal  jn'ojects,  and  even  entcj-ed,  some  of  them  at  least, 
into  a  correspondence  with  D'Aremberg,  the  Flemish  ambas- 
sador, in  order  to  give  disturbance  to  the  new  settlement.'' 

The  persons  who  were  apprehended  on  this  conspiracy  were. 
Sir  Walter  I'aleigh,  Lords  Grey  and  Cobham,  Sir  (jlrillin 
]\iarkham,  Mr.  Brooke,  Watson  a  priest,  and  some  others. 

They  were  apprehended  in  July,  l(i03,  but  were  not 
arraigned  till  the  November  following,  fi)r,  in  consequence  of 
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tlie  sickness  that  was  tliou  hot  in  London,  the  term  was  put 
oir  till  tlio  morrow  of  St.  Ahirtiii,  and  then  to  be  kept  at 
Winchester. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  all  tlu;  ])risonors  were  removed 
•  from  tlie  Tower  of  Londoii  by  strong  ouurds  to  Winchester,  to 
undergo  tlieir  trial.  The  Commissioners  were,  the  l']arl  of 
Suffolk,  Charles  Earl  of  Devonshire,  Henry  Lord  Howard, 
liobert  Lord  Cecill,  Ld ward  Lord  Wotton,  Sir  John  Stanliopc, 
tlie  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
('Ommon  I'leas,  Justices  Gawdy,  Walinesley,  AVarburton  (whose 
sister  had  marri(Hl  Sir  liobert  ]\krkham  of  Cotham),  and  Sir 
William  Wade,  Knt. 

The  charges  as  laid  against  the  conspirators  were,  in  the 
wo)-ds  of  Sir  Ivlward  Coke,  the  Attorney-General,  that  "they 
intended  to  surprise  the  King's  court,  to  make  tlie  Kino- subject 
to  their  power,  purposing  to  open  tlie  door  with  muskets  and 
calievers,  and  to  take  also  the  I'rince  and  Council  :  then  under 
the  King's  authority  to  carry  the  Eing  to  the  'J  ower.*  AVhcn 
they  had  him  there,  to  extort  three  tlungs  from  him  ;  first  a 
pardon  of  their  treasons,  secondly  a  toleration  for  tlie  L'omisli 
superstition,  thirdly  to  remove  councillors.  That  fJrooke  Avas 
to  be  Lord  Treasurer  ;  and  the  great  Secretary  must  be  JMark- 
liam,  oculus  patriw;  and  Grey  the  h^arl  Marshall." 

Of  this,  no  doubt,  much  was  e.xaggcratiHl  and  much  strained 
from  tlui  truth,  I'or  these  were  points  of  delicacv  Uw  reilned  for 
those  days,  even  in  the  case  of  a  public  })rosecution.  Sir 
Edward  Coke's  bullying  and  browbeating  went  beyond 
measure,  even  lor  those  times;  and  (hey  were  all  convicted  of 
high  treason.  Jndeed  what  ]\Iarkham  says  of  himself  in  his 
defence,  if  such  it  can  be  called,  amoxmts   to   a   confi^ssion  of 

*  "  For  the  taking  of  tlie  Tower,  tliey  shoul.l  place  their  ambuscade  roim.l  ahout 
the  Tower  by  ten  iii  a  company;  and  tlie  night  wherein  tlii.s  pin|)o.se  sliuiild  be 
attempted,  Sir  GritHn  Markliam  should  have  bidden  himself  to  .supi)erto  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower,  and  he  would  have  taken  oeeasion  to  stay;  at  whose  coming 
forth,  tho  ambushed  should  rush  in,  and  by  this  means  they  purpoiicd  to  have 
entered  the  Tower  of  London,  and  so  by  anus  to  have  beaten  down  the  warders  if 
they  resisted." — Old  MS.  in  Bodleian  Library, 
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guilt.  *'  lie  answered  exceeding  well  and  truly  to  all  tilings, 
denying  nothing  for  his  fault  of  treason,  but  that  he  deserved 
deatli,  upon  the  persuasion  of  Watson  the  priest,  by  wlioni  he 
was  misled,  and  assured  that  the  King  belbn;  his  coronation 
was  not  an  actual,  Init  a.  ])olitical  k'ing.  Only  he  desired  to 
avoid  the  Imputation  of  blood  in  that  enterprise,  and,  if  it  weic 
possible,  the  brand  of  traitor  for  his  house  and  posterity,  pro- 
testing how  careless  he  was  ofhls  own  life,  which  he  desired  to 
be  exposed  to  any  hazard  or  sacrifice,  though  it  were  never  so 
desperate;  which  if  the  Iving  would  not  in  his  mercy  grant  him, 
yet  he  dt.'sire<l  their  lordships  to  be  inteicessors,  that  lie  juiu-lit 
di(!  under  tlie  ax(!,  and  not  by  the  halter." 

LFpou  this  t'onfession  was  Abirkhain  condemned;  Lords  Grey 
and  Cobliam  upon  other  evidence;  lirooke,  Watson,  and  the 
other  priest  having  been  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  some; 
days  before.  After  the  condemnation  of  Sir  Griflin  and  his 
(;on federates,  several  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  and  their 
friends  strove  for  their  pardon,  f  )r  no  overt  act  had  been  com- 
mitted; while  their  enemies  cried  aloud  for  ])iinlshment,  and 
Galloway,  minister  of  Lertli,  preached  so  hotly  against  re- 
missness and  moderation  of  justice,  as  if  it  were  one  of  the 
"  seven  deadly  sins."  The  Jving  if  he  rejected  the  prayer  of 
one,  erpially  checked  the  presumption  of  others.  Conliniiig  his 
M'erel  within  his  own  breast,  be  siL^ned  on  Wednetdav, 
iVciMuber  Ttli,  the  warrant  lor  iheir  execution.  'J'liis  step  wlieii 
it  was  known  seems,  from  Sir  Dudley  Garleton's  account,  to 
have  caused  much  surprise  to  JMarkham,  who  by  secret 
message  from  some  iiiends  at  court  had  still  much  hope  given 
liiin,  so  that  he  would  not  believe  the  worst  news  till  the  last 
day;  and,  "though  he  could  be  content  to  talk  to  the  preaclier 
Avliich  was  assigned  him,  it  Avas  rather  to  pass  time  tlmn  toaiiv 
other  good  purpose;  for  he  was  Catholielv  disposed,  to  think  oC 
deatli  no  way  ilisposed." 

On  the  morning  of  b'riday,  December  9,  Markham  was  led 
forth  to  sulfer:  he  complained  that  he  had  been  deluded  with 
filse  j)romises  of  life;  but,  though  surprised  at  lu'liin-  decHi\-e(|, 
he    was   by  no   means  ilismayed    by  it;   and,  when   some   kind 
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hand  oilurcd  liim  a  najikin  to  cover  liis  eyes,  lie  courteously 
declmed  it,  saying  "  J.  am  .still  al)lc  to   look  deatli  iu  the  tiice 
without  blushing."*      lie  then  prepared  hiniself  to  lay  down 
his  head  on  the  block  for  the  stroke,  at  which  moment,  Mr. 
(jill,  a  S(;otti.^h  gentleman  of  the  Jung's  bedchamber,  who  w.is 
the  messenger  sent  by  the  K'ing  the  day  before,  stepped  Ibrth 
and  called  the  sherifr  aside,  presenting  him   with  a  warnuit; 
whereupon  the  sherill",  Sir  IJenjamiu   Ticldxniriie  (not  makiii"- 
any  show  at  all  of  what  he  had  received,  nor  uivin<r  the  least 
cause  to  ho])e  for  that  which  afterwards  followed,)  turned  again 
to  the  prisoner,  and  told  him  he  was  to  go  forth  for  a  while, 
causing  him  to  be  led  down  to  the  Castle  Hall,  not  iiir  from 
the  pkice  of  execution,  where  he  was  leCt  to  entertain  liis  own 
thoughts,  which  were  no  doubt  as  jnelaiicholy  as  "  his  counte- 
nance was  sad  and  heavy."      In  the  mean  time  the    Lord   Grey 
was  sent  for,  who  doing  so  much  as  j\larkhaiu  had  done  before 
him,  with  a  like  resolution  to  die,  after  his  prayer  ended,  and 
his  preparation  otherwise  made,  was  commanded  likewise  to  be 
led  from  the  place,*  which  proceeding  of  the  sheriif  neither  of 
them  took  to  their  comfort,  but  imagined  it  had  been  done  for 
some  other  purpose. f      It  was  now  my  Lord   Cobham's  turn, 
who   was  brought  to  the   scallbld,  and  there  made   himself  as 
ready  to  die  as  the  rest,  till  the  sheriif,  commanding  his  exe- 
cution  to   Ite  staged  awhile,   sent   tor   the  other  two.       When 
they  hail    mounted   the   scall'old,  vacU  of  the  three  in  the  full 
persuasion  that  his  companions   were  already  dead,  stared    on 
the   other  two   with   looks   of  the    wildest   amazement.       The 
crowd  pressed  Ibrward  in   breathless  suspense,  and  the  sheriif 
in  a  loud  voice  explained  the  mystery  by  declaring  that    the 
iving,  of  his  own  gracious  disposition,  had  granted  lile  to  each 
of   the    condemned.       Sir   Uriilin   JMarkham    is   said    to    have 
"stood  like  one  astonished,  and  did   nothing  but  admire  and 
liray." 

*   Letter  of  iioljert  Lord  Cecill  to  Sir  Huliili  WinwooU. 

t  '•  Tlie  slierirt'  told  tlieiii  tliey  sliould  h;ivc  two  liours'  respite,  and  so  led  llieiu 
fortli  from  the  sealfold  witliout  giving  tlieni  any  more  comfort,  and  locked  tliem 
\j\>  in  tlie  (ircat  Hall  to  walk  with  I'limc  Arthur."— «ir  1).  (Jarlctou's  Lcttcis. 
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Thus  ended  this  singular  drama,  the  King  diisplaying 
firmness  with  clemency,  determination  with  eccentricity,  and 
no  slight  mixture  oChis  liivourite  kingcraft. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  December  the  prisoners  were  renumded 
to  the  Tower;  of  whom,  Ahirkham  afterwards  obtalm.l  hi.s 
liberty,  but  was  banished  and  his  estates  conliscated:  hord 
Grey  died  in  prison:  ami  Lord  Cobham,  after  many  years  of 
mprisonment,  was  releabvd,  lived  in  great  penury,  ai"i<l  died  in 
wretcliedness  and  misery. 

It  is  said  by  Butler,  in  his  ^h•muirs  of  English  Catholics, 
that  Markham  was  the  person  who  had  iuliuenced  Lord  (bvy 
of  Wilton  to  engage  in  this  enterprise,  who,  though  a  dis- 
contented man,  was  yet  a  zealous  Puiitan.  He  goes  on  to  say 
that  ]\hn-kham  had  little  reason  to  congratulate  Idn.sclf  on  the 
{Illy  he  had  gained,  for  as  soon  as  Lord  Grey  had  ascertained 
that  the  view  of  the  conspirators  was  to  re-establish  Popery  in 
the  lan.l.he  immcchalely  held  hack,  and  it  was  not  without 
considerable  difliculty  that  he  coul.l  he  prevailed  upon  to 
engage  m^the  plot.  Should  this  be  true,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  Grey's  hesitation  was  a  means  of  its  discovery. 

Among  the  papers  in  the  Lansdowne  collection  of  .MSS.  are 
several  letters  subsecp.ent  to  16L5,  from  Sir  Griflin  Markham 
addi'cssed  to  various  personages  connected  with  the  dillerent 
embassies  in  iM.rope,  shewing  his  cuunecliou  wiili  them,  and 
the  nu.nner  in  which  he  was  enable.l  to  raise  a  snb>istence  at 
foreign  courts,  when  he  was  banished  from  Ids  own,  and 
deprived  of  his  property. 

_  He  is  supposed  to  ha.ve  paid  frequent  visits  to  England  in 
disguise,  and  many  romantic  stories  have  been  related  of  him, 
among  others,  that  he  assisted  in  the  attempted  escape  of  the 
unfbitunate  Lady  Aral)ella  Stuart. 

When  he  died  1  have  not  ascertained,  but  he  was  living  in 
1623.  He  married  Anna,  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Peter 
lioos,  of  J.axton,  who  brought  him  two  daughters. 

Ifobert  i\hu-kham,  the  ycningest  son  of  'Idiomas  jAfarkhain, 
and  brother  of  Sir  Grllhn,  was  brought  up  to  the  law.  lie 
suhse.pienlly  became    a    I Vipist,  retired    to    Pome,  and    is    sup- 
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posed  eventually  to  Inivc  entered  some  religious  order.  A 
letter  from  liim  dated  l.')95  was  produeed  upon  Sir  Grinin's 
trial  hy  tlie  proseeiition,  to  sliow  that  lie  eorresponded  witli 
Papists.  Jt  was  seized  among  Sir  Grillin's  papers  when  he  was 
aiMvsted,  and  is  of  some  interest.  Another  letter  written  on 
the  point  of  liohert  Markham's  departure  Irom  J'^nghnid, 
depreeating  the  anger  of  his  parents  I'or  the  step  lu'  had  taken, 
and  exjmissing  the  ap])rehension  he  entertained  that  he  should 
he  thouglit  to  have  any  traitorous  designs  against  the  Queen, 
or  her  kingdom,  will  he  read  with  no  eomnion  interest. 

"  Having  striven  thro'  long,  in  painc,  to  write  a  letter  at 
large  in  exeuse  of  my  liastie  travaile,  with  my  mynd  over- 
hurdened  with  fjrief  and  not  ahle  to  endure  one  word  tendino- 
towards  departure,  Avill  not  sutfer  me  to  do.  Accept,  there[(_)re, 
1  luunhlie  beseche  you,  these  few  lynes,  most  deare  lather 
and  mother,  which  for  teares  T  cannot  set  to  write,  and  tlir 
inwarde  grief  cannot  endure  to  reade  agayne,  as  an  excuse  of  my 
hastie  jounu^y ;  for  whych  u]K)n  my  knees  prostrate  hefore  you 
Itothe  1  hinnl)lie  crave  pardi)n  and  forgiveness.  Beinge  per- 
plexed in  myiule,  upon  readynge  tlie  chapter  against  delaye  in 
the  book  oi"  Solomon,  I  endeavoin-ed  to  settle  my  conscience 
as  well  as  1  could  ;  where\ipoii  I  betoke  myselfe  to  the  stu<lve 
of  divinitie,  wherein  ibr  the  space  of  two  years  I  have  bestoweil 
somt>  tyme,  together  with  conlcrencc  with  others  learned  on 
both  sydes  ;  \\[)on  which  I'eadynge  and  confcfence,  my  con- 
ciencc  grewe  at  length  \mdoubtedly  settled  that  the  Komish 
Churche  was  the  most  trewe  Catholickc  Churche,  Avhcreof 
nnles  1  should  become  a  memljer,  1  could  not  be  savctl  ;  here- 
upon endeavouryng  myself  to  be  reconcyled,  1  find  that  my 
reconcyliation  to  the  Churche  of  Rome  is  hygh  treason  by  acte 
of  Parliament,  which  odious  name  of  tx-aytor  I  do  so  much 
detest,  besydes  tlie  infmite  troble  and  hardshypp  1  knowe  it 
wolde  briiige  on  you  botlie,  as  1  rather  chuse  to  leave  my 
countrie  than  to  hazarde  the  stayniiig  of  the  house  and  name 
with  treason,  which  as  yet  was  never  attainted. 

"Having  therclbre  resolved  this  course,  and  not  havin<i- 
means  to  convey  myselfe  away,  1  must  coidess  my  villainy:  [ 
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took  up  £100  ill  your  uauie  of  Mv.  'l\iy!or  of  Cliestravncs, 
witlx  wliicli  I  liopc  to  couvey  uiysulf  over  to  Malta,  wliere  1 
hope  to  [yncle  some  cntertayuinent,  in  how  base  a  place  1  care 
not,  soo  tliat  T  mayebe  assured  of  your  safeties,  whicli  I  tender 
above  all  earthly  preferment.  1  assure  you  by  tlie  dutie  I  owe 
you,  that  I  will  never  serve  in  France  or  Flanders  ayuinst  her 
Majestie;  whatever  beggary  may  betyde  me,  will  .1  never  serve 
the  King  of  Spain,  or  any  of  his  adherents,  so  long  as  he 
remains  enenne  to  l£ngland,  neither  will  be  guilty  of  any  con- 
spiracy to  her  Majestie's  person,  but  reveale  it,  if  ever  anie  such 
matter  chanced  to  come  to  my  hearynge. 

"  And  to  conclude  (my  conscience  onlye  reserve  I  to  my- 
self, whereujxm  dcpendeth  my  salvation),  as  1  hope  to  be  saved 
at  the  latter  daye,  1  am  and  will  be  as  good  a  sul)j(.'ct  to  her 
Ahijestle  as  any  in  England.  But  such  is  ni}'  present  state  at 
this  time,  that  every  hour  presents  a  hell  unto  me  :  on  the 
daies  T  goe  like  a  man  distracte  of  senses  for  i'eare  of  death  at 
the  instant,  in  the  night  1  cannot  slcpe  nor  take  any  rest,  so 
monstrous  is  the  horror  of  my  conscience;  when  1  pray  1  am 
discomfited,  for  I  praye  without  hope  to  be  hearde,  because  I 
am  not  of  his  Churche,or  that  Churche  wliych  J  undoubtedlye 
believe  to  be  his  Churche.  All  these  things  hasten  my  depai-- 
ture,  and  conuuand  my  absence.  Yf  ever  i  fayl  in  anye  parte 
of  Mjy  alleygaunce,  which  heretofore  I  have  professed,  wilfully 
or  wittinglye,  ilisclayme  me  lor  your  sonne,  and  instead  of 
blessynges  (which  now  upon  my  knees  1  most  hundjlye  desyre) 
Ibrgive  me  and  forget  me,  1  humblie  beseche  you,  who 
desyrethe  to  be  forgotten  ;  ibr,  since  it  is  not  CJod's  will  (which 
1  have  al wales  desyred)  to  suller  me  by  my  studie  at  lawe  to 
doe  you  some  service,  1  will  assure  soe  to  behave  myselfe  (if  it 
be  possible)  as  to  do  you  no  harme.  Be  gode  to  this  poore 
man,  my  servant,  1  luunblie  beseche  you,  in  helpinge  him  to  a 
master,  who  deserved  a  far  better  master  than  niyselle,  and 
who  1  proteste  did  never  knowe  my  dcterminacyo]i  till  the 
instant  of  my  departure. 

"  Thus   luunblie   beseehynge  you   to  give   nu'  yt>ur   dailic 
blessinges,  which   1  will  strive  to  deserve  by  my  da  i lie  prayers 


Tllk  MAinvUAMS  <»F  Ol.LKKTUN. 


107 


for  your  prosperitie,  most   liuinl)lye  cravynge  piirdon  tbv  all 
tliat  is  past,  I  rcast  yu\ir  distvcsscnl  soiino, 

J)L'sir()US  tij  l)e  dutiful, 
"(Iravesen.l,  27th  August."  JL   M. 

CiKOllUE  Mahkhatm,  tlu!  second  son  of  Tliomas,  succc^'dcd  liis 
father  in  his  estates,  owing  to  the  conviction  of  his  elder 
brother  Sir  CIrillin,  for  high  treason.  lie  married  Judith, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Jonn  Withernwick,  of  Claxby,  in  the 
coiuUy  of  Lincoln,  and  by  her  had  two  sons,  'J'homasand  (leor<''e. 

(jeorge  jNlarkham,  his  second  son,  settleil  in  the  year  1G70, 
at  Worksoj)  Lodge,  near  the  town  of  that  name.  It  still 
remains,  and  presents  a  very  singular  appearance,  being  an  old- 
iashioued  mani)r  house  of  several  stories  in  height,  extremely 
inconvenient,  dull  and  gloomy.      It  is  now   in   the  possession 
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of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  (Jeorge  married  fdizabeth,  daughter 
of  Marmailuke  Tunstall  of  Wyclille  and  ilutton,  and  by  he,- 
had  two  daughters,  Katlierine,  who  died  unmarried,  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  her  distant  kinsman.  Ahijor  William  ]\lark- 
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liaiu,  fiither  of  tlie  ArclibLslioi)  ol'  Yoik  :   and  one  sun  Geon'-o. 
who  succeeded  liiin,  but  die<l  Avltliout  issue. 

'i'ifOMAS  MaiuvIIam,  tlic  eldest  son  of  George,  tlie  brotlier  oC 
,  Sli-  Griflin,  followed,  with  tlie  greatest  devotion,  tlie  fortunes 
of  tlie  imfortunate  Cliarles  I.;  and  amongst  many  others  o("  the 
nobility   and    gentry    Hew    to   his   standard  Avhen    It    was   llrst 
unfurled  at  Nottingham.      When  General  Charles  Cavendish, 
brother  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  was  about  to  raise  a  i-cdment 
of  horse  for  the  royal  service,  he  selected  Thomas  JMarkham  as 
his   Lieutenant-Colonel ;    who    under    his    command    reduced 
several  of  the  garrisons  of  the  county,  and  had  so  gi-eat  success 
in   beating    the    parliamentary   ibrces    near    Grantham    luidcr 
C-olonel  Uossitcr,  and  gaining  a  complete  victory  near  Stamlbrd, 
that  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  country  was  brought  into 
obedience  to  the  King.     The  tide  ol'  fortune  was  however  on 
tlie  wane,  the  royal  cause  from  various  circumstances  began  to 
decline,  and  General  Cavendish  attacked  a  superior  force  undcn- 
(Jromwell   near   Gainsborough    and   was    ki]le<l   in   tlie  action. 
The  remains  of  the  regiment,  which  had  sull'cred  very  nnu'h, 
was  held  too-ether  by  Colonel  IMarkham,  and  retreated  in  <a)od 
order  ;  but  a  few  days  afterwards  the  same  liite  awaited  him 
that  had  belallen  the  gallant  Cavendish  ;   foi-  after  his  death, 
"the  E.irl  of  ]\hinchcster  with  his  horse  advanced  to  nic(;t  that 
))art  ol'  the    Duke  of  Ni'wcastle's  forces    that    were  ((uai  tried 
thereabouts;  but  the  associate  horse  were  so  wi'll  disciplined, 
and   such  chosen  able  men,  that  after  a   very  sharp  and  severe 
conflict  near  llorncastle,  in   Lincolnshire,  the  loyalists  were 
forced  to  fly,  having  sustained  a  great  loss  :  30  colours  takiMi, 
400  slain,  the  chief  of  whom  were,   Sir  Ingram   llopton.  Sir 
George   Bowles,  and   Colonel  IMarkham,  with   other   olHcers, 
1000  horse  tak(.'n,as  many  arms,  and  800  prisoners."      Anotiier 
account    states    that    C^olouel    Markham    was  killed    witli    his 
General  at  Gainsborough,  that  being  driven   with  great  num- 
bers into  a  quagmire  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent,  tliey  wen-  all 
either  kilU;d  or  drowned.     Whichever  may  have  been  the  fact, 
he  died  sword   in  hand    for  the  royal   cause.       Ills   body  was 
found  among  lu^ips  of  the  slain,  and  buried  at  (^Uerton,  where 
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Ills  (Iciitli  is  rocordud  on  a  stone  in  tlie  cluirch  tluit  marks  liis 
gnivo.  His  wilij  was  Ursula,,  danglitcr  (»("  William  Cluptuii  ul' 
Scdgcwick,  in  the  county  of  J)uiliam,  by  whom  lie  had  issue. 
She  married  ai'ter  his  death  Henry  Neville,  of  Holt,  in  North- 
amptonshire. 

TiiOMAS  MARKHAl^r,  the  only  son  of  Colonel  Ahirkham,  who 
iell  so  gloriously  in  the  royal  cause,  married  Anna,  daughter  oC 
AVilliam  Neville  of  Holt,  step-daughter  to  his  own  mother, 
and  by  her  had  a  son, 

TiiuJiAS  jNIaiUvIIam,  of  OUerton,  who  died  in  174.3,  without 
having  married.  The  estates  wei-e  sold  at  his  death,  and 
Ullerton  and  liuckton  became  the  property  of  the  Saviles  of 
Ru  f  Forth. 

Thus  the  Ollerton  branch  of  iMarkhams  became  extinct. 


APPENDIX  A. 

ON  THE  SANCTITY  OF   WILLIAM    MARKIIAM,  BISHOP  OF    WKLLS, 
TEMP.  EDWAUI)  I. 

"In  archivis  ecclesia;  nostriu  Wellcuriis,  funmihis  vidi  npistolaruiu 
ali(|uut,  a  n:ge,  proceiibus,  ot  piii;latis  uoii  paucis  ad  poiititicL'iu 
partiiii,  partim  vero  cardinales  nonnuUos  conscriptas,  in  qiiibus 
taiitia  laudibus  ]\ravcliiani  istins  sanctitareiu  evelmiit,  niiraciilis 
pliiriinis  (iiti  purliibent)  teslataiu;  iit  Sanctorum  cataK)j_nj  emu  ascribi 
niultis  cum  jneciljus  imponse  Hagitariut.  M  ijuud  uiinim  vidcatur, 
legcuti,  (pui'!  de  eo  tradidit,  piii:ter  Wi'StiuDiiastL-iicnseui,  I'olydoriis 
V'irgilius,  iu  Ids  vi^ilus  (Hb.  xvii.  p.  ;'>,')-?):  '  Krat  per  bella  ooutiuua 
jam  vacuum  ajrarium  regium,  quod  malum  CJuUelmus  JMarcliiaiuis 
(liia'stur  laius  omnium  alieno  dc.trimento  sauandum  statiiit.  Is  enim 
iinvca-at,  cum  iu  cuMiolnis  tvun  in  templis  pccunias  esse  de])ositas, 
(pias  si  jidieret  tolli,  nouutique  se  scelus,  sed  operepretium  facturum 
duvt'bat,  >ii  pocMmia  pv»)meretnr  Ibias  ad  iisum\  pv>puli,  perindo  <juasi 
unn\ia  essout  con\munia,  quo  t^io  pccuuiam  militi  su]>]H'ditari-t,  pru'- 
seutemqiU'.  curan't,  Itacpie  priel'ecti  militum  ([uilius  ilJe  haciilrgii 
pati'andi  negolium  doderat,  dispositis  passim  per  regnum  uiililibus, 
uno  tempore  quicquid  peciuiiarum  iu  locis  sacris  reconditum  I'uerat, 
omnibus  vestigiis  indagatum  ad  regein  alibrunt,  gemente  passim 
])opulo,  quod  princeps  nou  putaret  manum  abstinendaui  ii  pecuniis, 
(|nil)iiH  .sacrie  a.'des  relicieudic  esseut.  I\0X  autem  jiecuniiu  egeiis, 
rem  lUssinuilavil.'  Sic  I'olydorus.  ille  vero  de  hac  re  ulcunquo 
pronunciet  ;  non  deerat  certe  huic  principi,  vel  auinuis,  vel  iu- 
geuium,  ad  hujusmodi  i'acinus  excogitambuu  et  sic  deinde  patran- 
dum,  lit  in  aUum  quernlibet  omnein  culiue  labem  conjiceret.  Satis 
tameu  probabile  est,  hujusmodi  iufamije  notam,  t|uantumvis  im- 
merenti  iiuistam,  ex  calendario  pontificio  ilhun  exclusissi;.  Sedit 
annos  phis  minus  decem,  et   momunento  comhtur  in  australi   muro 


^ 
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f  ranse])ti,  prope ostium  (|ii;i  ingiL'SSus  patet  ad  clmistva,  eoque  ex  poHlu 
lujiiile  satis  eleganti." — Godwin  in  I'rajsulibiis,  edit.  17-13,  p.  374. 


APPENDIX  B, 

FNQIIIIIY  INTO  THE   ESTATKS  OK  Sill  JOHN    MARKIfAM,    WHO 
DIKl)   13-2'J. 

l''i'oin  till!  Public  Kccorils  in  tlu!  custody  of  tlie  Master  of  tlie  Rolls,  and  preserved 
in  the  Tower  of  London,  to  wit:  —  Ksc-lieats  3  Kdward  III.  (l'"irst  Nuiuliers) 
No.  49,  page  8. 

"  Edwardus  Dei  gratia  Rex  Angliio  Doniinus  lliberiiiaj  ot  l)ux 
Aquitaniai  dilecto  sibi  Jolianni  de  Holyngbrok  Escaetoii  suo  ultra 
Trentani  salutem:  Quia  Joliauaes  di;  I\rarkhant  qtii  de  nobis  teniiir 
in  capite  diem  elansit  extrennim  ut  accepimiis,  vol)is  mandamus  quuel 
omnes  terras  et  teuementa  de  quibiis  idem  Johannes  i'uit  suisitus  in 
dominieo  suo  ut  de  feodo  in  balliva  vestra  die  (juo  ol)iit  sine  dila- 
cione  capiatis  in  manum  nostram  et  ea  salvo  custodiri  faeiatis  ilonee 
aliiid  inde  preceperinuis.  Et  per  sacramentum  proboruin  et  lega- 
linm  hominum  de  balliva  vestra  per  quos  rei  Veritas  melius  sciii 
potent  diligeuter  incjuiratis  (luantum  terruj  idem  Johannes  tenuit  de 
noliis  in  capiti;  in  balliva  vestra  die  ([iio  obiit  I't  ipiantum  de  aliis  et 
per  ipiod  servicium  et  quantum  t(ura'  ilhe  valeant  per  annxun  in 
onmibus  exitiljus  et  quis  propinquior  heies  ejus  sit  et  eujus  jotatis. 
Et  inquisicionem  inde  distinete  et  aperte  lactam  nobis  sub  sigillo 
vestro  et  sigillis  eorum  per  quos  laeta  I'nerit  sine  dilacione  mittalis 
et  hoc  breve.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  Cieestriam  xvj  die  Julii  anno 
regni  nostri  tercio. 

Notiughamia. 

Inquisicio  capta  apud  Claworth  coram  Johanne  de  I5olyngl)rok 
Escaetore  domini  Uegis  ultra  Trentam  die  dominica  ])roxima  jx'st 
lestum  Sancti  Mathei  ai)OHtoli  anno  regni  regis  Edwardi  tercii  a 
C!onquestu  tercio,  secundum  teiioreni  brevis  domini  Regis  huic  incpii- 
sicioni  consuti,  per  sacramentum  Rieardi  de  IMarkham,  llugonis  fdii 
Walteri,  Robert!  filii  Nicholai,  Johaunis  de  Sowzthorpe,  Ricardi 
Lewelyn,  llugonis  de  Stamford,  llugonis  filii  Ilenriei,  Ricardi  Lorkyn, 
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IJoberti  filii   liaitlioloiiiei,  lioyvri  lilii  'rinjuuv,  Kogori  Caipeiitiirii  et 
llugonis  cle   Tliui-pe  juratoniiii,   t|ni  iliruut  pi-r  sacraiuciituni   buiiui 
<|un(l  Johamies  de  Markliam  nullus  t<;rras  aeu  ti-uanieuta  tuuuit  di; 
iluiiiino  Ksgii  in  capite  die  quo  ubiit,  sed  diciint  tiuod  idem  Joliaina-s 
teuuit  eodeiii   die   iu  doiuinico  suo  ut  de   I'eudo    <|iiasdaiu   terras   et 
qiia'duin  tenenieiita  in  AVystone  in  eomitatu  Nutinghaniiie  de  Tlionia 
le  Latimer  per  servieium  ij.  solidorum  iij.  denarionunper  aJinum  ad 
I'esta  Anminciaeionis  beutai  Mariie    Viryinis  et  Nativitatis  ejusdem 
])er  oiiiiales  poreiunes  et  laeieiidaa  diias  appareiieias  ad  eiiiiam  ipsius 
'l'ln)mie  per  annum   pnj  onmi   weivieii),  et   e.st    ihi  cjiioddam    eapilale 
mesuagium  ([Uod  valet  per  annum  xij.  denarius;   suinma  xij  denurii. 
Kt  sunt  il>i   xvj.  aene  terrte  (luariun  (jueliUet  aera  valet  jier  annum 
iiij.  denarios;  sunnna  v.  solidi  iiij,  denarii.       Item  dieunt  (piud  idem 
Jolumnes  de  Maikliam  teuuit  in  domiuieo  sw>  ut  de  f'eodo  iu  eadeui 
villa  de  Wystoue  die  qtio  obiit  umun  mesuagium  et  xvj.  aeras  terras 
de  Alauo  de  Bekyn'gbam  per  servicium  v.  denai  iorum  per  annum  a<l 
festa  Saueti  Thoiiuu  Apostoli  et  Annunciacionis  beatai  Maruu  Virguiis 
per  equales  pureioues  ipuc  valent  per  annum  vj.  solidos  iiij.  denarius, 
videlicet  mesuagium  xij.  denarios  etqueliliet  aera  tcria-  iiij.  denarios. 
Dieunt  etiam    cpiod   Elizabetlia    et   Cecilia  iilia^  dieti    Johannis   de 
Marklium  sunt  hcredcs  ipsius  Johannis  propimiuiores,  et  priedieta 
Eli/.aljetha  est  a'latis    xij.   anuorum  et   Cecilia  soror  ejrisdem   aitatis 
X.  aunorum  et  umplius.     In  cujus  rei  testimonium  pradicti  jiiratores 
huic  iiupiisicioui  sigilla  sua  apposuerunt. 


APPENDIX  C. 

ON  TIIK  DKI'OSITION  OK    RlClIAItl)    II. 

(See  i>a};'o  7.) 
Quibus  couveuienlibus,  ipso  die  S.  Mieliaelis  coram  Arcliiepiscu]iu 
Kbor.  Ricardo  de  Scrop,  et  Jolianne  Episcopo  Uereibrdensi,  uecnun 
Domino  Henrico  Duce  Lancastrian,  llenrieo  Comite  Nortliumbria-, 
liadiilpho  Comite  Westmorlandite,  Uugone  Domino  de  Burnele, 
Domino  Thoma  de  Barkeley,  Abbate  Westmonast.,  Priore  de  Cantuar., 
Domino  de  lioos,  de  Wilogliby,  de  liergenny,  W.  'riiirnynges  et  J. 
IMaikliam  jnstieiariis;  Tliom.  Slukeet  Jolianne  Hurbaeli(;  legumduc- 
turibiis;  T.  llerpyngliam  et  T.  Crey  militibiis;  Willielmo  de  Ferby  et 
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Diouysio  Lopliam  notariis  pulilicis;  in  turre  Londiniarum,  llvx 
liieardiis  gratanter  (ut  appariiit)  et  vultii  liilari,  pcrlt-git  distiiicte 
foriiiara  cessionis  suag,  et  absolvit  Jt-gios  suns  a  juranuMito  fidelitatis 
et  liomagii,  et  relaxavit  eos  onmibiis  aliis  jiirainentis  (]iiibusciinque, 
et  siiis  dominiis  cessit,  dixit  et  protulit  in  legenilo,  et  manu  prupiiil 
subscripsit,  ut  in  forma  cessionis  plenius  contiuetur. 


T.  Walsingham. 


APPENDIX  D. 

Injunctions  given  by  the  Kings  Majesties  Visitors,  to  all  and  everie 
the  Clergie  and  Laitiu,  now  resident  within  the  Deanerie  of 
Doncastre.     (See  page  20.) 

Itei)i.  Tlie  Churchwardens  of  everie  parish  shall  some  one  Sunday 
or  other  festival  day,  everie  month,  go  about  the  Cluuch,  and  make 
request  to  everie  of  the  parish,  for  their  charitable  contribution  to 
the  poor;  and  the  sum  so  collected  shall  be  i)ut  in  the  chest  of  alms 
for  tliat  purpose  provided.  And  forasmuch  as  the  said  parish  clerke 
shall  not  hcn-eafter  go  about  the  parish  Avith  his  holy  water  as  he 
hathe  bene  accustomed,  he  shall,  instead  of  that  labour,  accompany 
the  said  churchwardens,  and,  in  a  Imok,  register  the  name  and  sum 
of  everie  man  that  giveihe  anie  thinge  to  the  poor;  and  against  the 
next  day  of  collection,  shall  hang  up  somewliere  in  the  Church,  in 
open  place,  to  the  intente  the  poore  havinge  knowledge  thereby,  by 
whose  charitie  and  alms  tliey  be  relieved,  may  pray  for  the  increase 
and  prosperitie  of  tlie  same. 

Item.  Forasmuch  as  heretofore  you  have  not  by  anie  diligence 
or  studie  advanced  yourselves  unto  knowle<lge  in  (lod's  will  and  his 
scriptures,  condignly,  as  appertaineth  imto  priestes,  and  dispensators 
of  God's  testament;  to  the  intent  hereafter  you  may  be  of  better 
abilitie  to  discharge  yourselves  toward  God,  and  your  offices  to  the 
world,  you  shall  daily,  for  your  own  knowledge  and  study,  read  over 
diligently  and  weigh  with  judgment  two  chapters  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment and  one  of  the  Old  in  Englysh,  and  the  same  shall  put  in  use 
and  practise,  as  Avell  in  living  as  in  preaching,  at  times  convenient 
when  occasion  is  yfiven. 
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Ttoii.  Forasiuvich  as  diuukeuuess,  idleness,  brawles,  disseiitious, 
and  many  other  inconveniences  do  chance  between  neighbour  and 
neighbour  by  tlie  assembly  of  people  together  at  wakes  and  on 
Plough  Mondays:  it  is  therefore  ordered  and  enjoyned,  that  hereafter 
the  people  shall  use,  make,  or  observe  no  more  such  wakes,  Plough 
INIondays,  or  di-awing  of  the  same,  with  anie  such  assembly  or  rout 
of  the  people,  upon  the  paine  of  foi'feifing  4Us.  for  everie  defaulte,  to 
be  paid  by  tlie  owner  of  the  plough. 

The  names  of  the  Viaiturs. 
Sut  John  Markham.  Rogkr  Tongue. 

John  IlEAUNii.  William  Moukton. 

Thomas  Oaugkave.  EDJiaNo  Fauluv. 


APPENDIX  E. 

THE  WILL  OP  SIR  JOHN   MARKHAM,  WHO  DIED  A.D.  1564. 

See  page  20. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  The  fyrst  daye  of  Aprile  Anno  D'ni 
1559,  and  the  fyrst  yere  of  the  reigne  of  l']lizal.)eth  (^uene  of  Kng- 
lande,  France,  and  Irelande,  deft'endor  of  the  faithe. 

1,  Sir  John  Markham  of  Cottom,  in  the  countie  of  Notts,  Knighte, 
hole  yn  bodie,  my  wittes  and  mcmorie  syniple  but  not  decayed,  do 
make  and  ordayne  this  my  laste  wille  and  testamente  as  followethe. 

First,  I  give  and  be(piethe  my  soule  to  Almightie  God,  who 
redemed  and  bought  the  same  Avith  the  price  of  his  precius  bludd, 
fully  and  holy  trustinge  that  by  the  merites  of  his  passion  to  be 
saved,  not  by  myn  owen  workes  and  deedes,  the  which  I  confess  to 
be  vile,  corrupted,  and  pointed,  trustinge  by  the  same  merites  to  be 
one  of  those  to  whom  my  sinnes  shall  not  be  imputed  nor  layed,  for, 
if  God  looke  narrolic  and  streightlie  of  the  sinnes  of  tlie  worlde,  none 
maye  abyde  it.  And  enter  not  into  jndgmente  with  thy  servante, 
for  no  person  lyvinge  shal  be  justilied  in  thy  sighte.  Further  I  give 
my  bodie  to  the  earthe,  and  my  sinnes  to  the  Divell  and  the  Worlde. 

I  will  that  my  cozen*  and  heire  Robert  Markham  shall  have  suclie 
ymplements  at  Cottom  as  can  be  prowed  heyr  loms  and  no  further. 

*   His  grandson,  who  sueceoiieil  liiiii. 
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Also  I  give  and  bequethe  to  Thomas  JMarkliam  my  sonne  my 
house  at  Olleitou  as  ytis  furnished  when  1  lie  at  Cottom,  and  accord- 
inge  to  one  Inventory  writte  with  the  hande  of  the  Vicar  of  Edwin- 
stow:  excepted  a  paire  of  racks  to  tome  spittes  in,  and  iij  spittes, 
my  second  bason  and  ewer,  y*^  goljlets  of  sylver,  y''  little  salte  gilded, 
a  silver  great  salte,  y^  silver  spones  with  s(]uare  knobl)es ;  vj  kyue  and 
one  bull,  two  hundreth  wethers,  and  vj  oxen  Also  I  give  and 
bequethe  to  William  IVfarkham  my  sonne,  one  of  my  basons  and 
ewer  of  silver,  ij  goblets  parcell  gilted,  vj  silver  spones  with  writhen 
knobbes;  one  of  the  greatest  silver  saltes;  vj  kyne  and  one  bull;  one 
hundreth  ewes  and  fortie  wethers;  the  bed  in  the  gallery  at  Cottom, 
with  the  chayre  and  the  cushine  therto  belonginge;  with  the  hang- 
inges  and  the  holle  furniture  of  the  littel  chambre  within  the  great 
chambre  within  y^  grene  chamber,  except  the  bedd  and  bedsteed, 
and  iiij  fetherbedds  in  the  holle,  with  suffycient  fiu-niture  to  them  of 
coverlett,  bolster,  pillowes,  blankets,  and  sheets;  and  the  great 
cobirons  and  iij  spittes  at  OUerton  that  I  before  excepted,  with  the 
one  halfe  of  all  the  kitchen  stuf  tliere,  except  hit  be  of  great  cobirons 
and  racks. 

Item.  1  give  and  bequethe  to  the  foresayde  Rol^ert  IMarkliam  the 
personage  of  Cottom,  with  the  lease  of  Balderton  Grange;  also  to 
Thomas  Markliam  my  lease  of  Elkesley,  Bothumscll,  and  Ollerton; 
also  to  William  Markham  the  lease  that  1  have,  of  the  Churche  of 
Lyurolu,  of  Tlnivoiighto\».  1  give  and  luHjiK'the  to  Isabella  Markham 
m^d;iU4;'h.tcr.iLud..lier  assignos  three  hundrolh  pounds  lor  her  prefer- 
ment_to  her  marriage :  and  one  sixth  percel  of  the  said  sum  to  Thomas 
Cranmer,  sonne  to  the  late  Thomas  Cranmer  Archljishop  of  Canter- 
bury, for  a  dewe  debt  that  I  am  bounden  in  my  concyens,  and  also 
by  bill  of  obligation,  to  paye  for  trew  payments.  I  doe  also  give  and 
bequethe  all  my  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  in  Est  Mark- 
ham and  Tuxforth  unto  myiae  executors  hereafter  to  be  named,  to 
have  and  to  holde  to  them,  their  executors,  and  assigns  for  and 
duringe  the  term  of  xxt'^  years  after  my  deceace  to  tlie  intent  tliat 

they  therewith [here  follow  bequests 

to  all  his  servants]. 

I  ordayne  and  make  the  surveyors  and  supervisors  of  the  same, 
Sir  Gervis  Clifton,  knight,  and  my  cosen  Ellis  ]\larkham.  Esquire; 
and  the  saide  Sir  Gervis  to  have  of  this  my  gifle  y^  silver  candel- 
sticks,  and  other  y^  candel  sticks;  and  my  saide  cosen  Ellis  Markliam 
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to  have  my  leastc  standinge  ciipp  with  the  cover  that  the  Duke 
C'harlc'S  of  Sufl'olk  gave  to  me.  And  in  witjiesse  of  this  my  laste 
will  I  have  liereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  put  my  scale,  humbly 
praying  and  cliarginge  my  executors  to  see  my  debts  tliat  can  l>e 
duly  proved,  payed,  and  my  legacies  performed. 

And  because  on  my  conscience  I  wolde  declare  what  heyr  lomes 
should  be,  I  thinke  none.  For  my  father  died  outelawed,  so  that 
I  paid  and  fined  for  all  the  goods  that  I  have.  Nevertheless  I  am 
content  to  allowe  heire  lomes  as  followes.  The  hanginges  in  the 
halle  at  Cottoin;  all  the  dormante  tables;*  the  hanginges  of  redd 
saze  in  the  parlor  with  tlic  longe  table  and  frame;  the  ij  greate 
l)ruinge  leades  in  the  brue  house,  with  the  keeler  and  ij  vatts;  and 
the  great  brass  pot  that  standes  in  the  kitchen  that   1  lately  bought. 

My  debts  paide  and  legacies  performed,  the  restc  of  my  goodes 
and  chattals  T  give  to  my  sonnes  Thomas  and  William. 

John  Mahkham. 


*  "Dormante  tables"  were  the  taljles  fixed  upon  the  (Jais  and  inimovcalde; 
tlioso  wliich  went  down  the  middle  of  tliu  liiill  were  merely  hoards  on  tressels, 
and  moveable.     Chaueer  Hpealis  of  "  doniujiir  tables.'" 


London:   Printed  by  J.  )J.  Niehols  and  Sons,  25,  Parliament  Street. 


ChCtc^  r\ 


u 


